
 Notes on Contributors 67 

 

Jennifer Fuller is Assistant Lecturer at Idaho State University in Idaho Falls whose research 

interests centre on the connections between nineteenth-century British authors and their 

environments. Her recent articles include “Seeking Wild Eyre: Landscape and the 

Environment in Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre” which appeared in Ecozon@: European 

Journal of Literature, Culture and Environment (2013) and “Of Queens and Cannibals: 

Visions of Leadership in R. M. Ballantyne’s Pacific Works” which appeared in the Victorians 

Institute Journal (2013). Her book Dark Paradise: Pacific Islands in the Nineteenth-Century 

British Imagination which explores depictions of the Pacific islands from canoes to 

cannibalism is forthcoming from Edinburgh University Press.  

Margaret Harris is Challis Professor of English Literature Emerita at The University of 

Sydney, and one of the founding members of the Australasian Victorian Studies Association 

(AVSA).  The paperback edition of her George Eliot in Context (Cambridge UP, 2013) came 

out in 2015. 

Ashley Orr is a PhD Candidate in the School of Literature, Languages and Linguistics at the 

Australian National University. Her research focuses on the relationship between 

representations of female bodies in neo-Victorian fiction and the status of women in late-

twentieth and early-twenty-first century Western culture. 

Carolyn Oulton is a Professor of Victorian Literature, and Co-Founder and Director of the 

International Centre for Victorian Women Writers at Canterbury Christ Church University, 

UK. Publications include: Literature and Religion in Mid-Victorian England: from Dickens 

to Eliot; Romantic Friendship in Victorian Literature; Let the Flowers Go: A Life of Mary 

Cholmondeley; Below the Fairy City: A Life of Jerome K. Jerome; Dickens and the Myth of 

the Reader (forthcoming). She is the co-editor of Mary Cholmondeley Reconsidered and 

Writing Women of the Fin de Siècle: Authors of Change, and the General Editor of New 

Woman Fiction 1881-1899.  

Sarah Parker is Lecturer at Loughborough University. She recently published her first 

monograph, The Lesbian Muse and Poetic Identity, 1889-1930 (Pickering & Chatto, 2013). 

Her other publications include “Fashioning Michael Field: Michael Field and Late-Victorian 

Dress Culture” (Journal of Victorian Culture, 2013), “Whose Muse? Sappho, Swinburne and 

Amy Lowell” in Algernon Charles Swinburne: Unofficial Laureate (Manchester UP, 2013) 

and “‘A Girl’s Love’: Lord Alfred Douglas as Homoerotic Muse in the Poetry of Olive 

Custance” (Women: A Cultural Review, 2011). She is currently working on her second 

monograph, entitled “Women Poets, Self-Fashioning and Photography at the Fin de Siècle 

(1880-1914).” 

Claire Thomas is a sessional lecturer/supervisor in the School of Culture and 

Communication at the University of Melbourne. Her PhD focused on the novels of Henry 

James and George Eliot, and travel to Italy in the latter half of the nineteenth century. Claire's 

first novel, Fugitive Blue, won the Dobbie Prize for Women Writers and was longlisted for 

the Miles Franklin Literary Award in 2009. Claire is currently working on two further novels, 

while her academic interests extend across Victorian studies, contemporary fiction, travel 

narratives, art history, feminism and the environmental humanities. 

Ilona Urquhart is an honorary research fellow at Deakin University, where she was awarded 

her PhD in 2015 for a dissertation titled Diabolical Literature: Questioning the Morality of 

Modernism. Her most recent publication, for the collection Censorship and the Limits of the 
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Literary (Bloomsbury Academic, 2015), discusses the strategies used by Mikhail Bulgakov to 

evade censorship in his novel The Master and Margarita. 

Joanne Wilkes is Professor of English at the University of Auckland, where she teaches 

Romantic and Victorian Literature, and a long-standing member of AVSA. She has published 

Lord Byron and Madame de Staël: Born for Opposition (Ashgate, 1999), and Women 

Reviewing Women in Nineteenth-Century Britain: The Critical Reception of Jane Austen, 

Charlotte Brontë and George Eliot (Ashgate, 2010). More recently, she has been involved in 

editing some of the literary criticism and fiction of Margaret Oliphant for the Pickering & 

Chatto Selected Works of Margaret Oliphant, with her edition of the 1872 novel At His Gates 

due out in 2016. 

 


