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Many people interested in religious 
studies or actively engaged with a 
religion expect psychology to help their 
understanding. However, they have 
trouble with the variety of approaches, 
and fmd that a great deal of current work 
in the psychology of religion seems naive, 
esoteric, or irrelevant. Perhaps that is 
why current research findings in the 
psychology of religion are not widely 
known. The current research perspectives 
on what religions might involve 
psychologically are expected to have been 
empirically validated and following those 
results usually requires a knowledge of 
the methods and practices of general 
psychology. 

Contemporary approaches to the 
psychology of religion are also closely 
tied to the basic processes that have been 
identified by social and experimental 
psychologists. They are therefore data­
driven rather than conjectural, and can be 
applied to a range of religious 
phenomena. While some commentaries 
on religion have been derived from these 
analyses (Bowker, 1987, Davis, 1989), 

there are major differences between the 
psychology of religion, and religious inter­
pretations that appeal to psychological as­
sumptions. But to apply a broadly 
Piagetian theory to a Christian, and rather 
Protestant view of what a 'mature faith' 
should be like, makes Fowler's (1986) 
theory of faith development, for example, 
moralistic and perspective. 

That contemporary psychologists of 
religion rely so heavily on data is also a 
barrier to their results reaching those in 
the other social sciences, who are similar­
ly bound by their own methodological 
and theoretical prejudices. This does not 
mean, however, that psychologists of 
religion continue to focus on strictly 
'behavioral' analyses. While our studies 
often report the defects of religion 
through well-designed quasi -experiments, 
they rely on controller measures of fairly 
obvious psychological and religious vari­
ables. 

This approach adopts an observer's 
perspective on what people might do or 
say about themselves, with data gathered 
through standard answers, rather than in 
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autobiographical accounts. Such ac­
counts or explanations are often polemi-:­
cal justification that involve 'telling more 
than we can know' (Nisbett and Wilson, 
1977), since a religious stance can itself 
be a useful way to justify one's actions 
and their consequences. But non­
psychologists continue to ask 'why' 
people believe in God, or 'when' God is 
appealed to for an explanation (Lall jee, 
Brown and Hilton, 1990), and they are 
confused by psychological analyses of the 
general character and effects of religious 
behaviour, experiences or beliefs. 

Most psychologists who have ex­
amined religious phenomena inductively, 
have found either a single factor or dimen­
sion, or sets of well-defined variables, 
depending largely in the characteristics of 
those who have been studied, and the 
methods by which the specific variables 
were assessed. That single religious fac­
tors might vary across strongly anti- to 
strongly pro-religious attitudes, while the 
nests of separate variables might refer to 
experience, belief and practice, literal and 
mythological interpretations, or healthy 
minded and sick souls. 

The great differences between 
outsiders' and insiders' perspectives on 
any religion probably correspond to our 
public and our subjective attitudes to it. 
To define those sets of attitudes requires 
some consensus about what religion 
covers and its 'standard meanings'. 

Classical descriptions of religious 
problems were directly concerned with 
the support that might be relied on to 
withstand an enemy or support particular 
opinions (cfl Kings 18, 19), or to under­
stand apparently eccentric behaviour 
(Acts 2, 15). Quantitative evaluations of 
the religious issues have, however, al­
ways been controversial because they 
seem to challenge the Deity, or deities. 
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Although the psychology of religion 
should not be confined within a Christian 
perspective, for pragmatic reasons most 
of our data have come from Christians. 

It is, however, likely that the tradition­
bound nature of the effects, and reactions 
to religion is one of the most striking 
psychological findings about them, 
despite a popular, but largely unsup­
ported, belief that the process supporting 
different religious orientations are per­
sonality-based. That it seems hard to es­
cape from those prejudices is itself a 
powerful reason for pursuing an empiri­
cally-based psychology of religion. 

Deconchy (1985) pointed to an am­
biguity in many attempts to explore 
religious variables because of an inherent 
uncertainty about their underlying 
mechanisms. He therefore argued that 
our expressions of religion oscillate be­
tween their personal or subjective effects 
and the social or institutional processes 
that mediate the transcendental attitudes 
they involve. Other 'types' of religion 
contrast sacred against secular, church 
and sect, and orientations that are intrinsic 
or extrinsic and committed or consensual. 
These contrasts over-simply crucial 
problems about the interaction between 
any religious orientation, its social loca­
tion, and the support it can draw. This 
problem is not, however, solved by enter­
ing a religious 'enclosure', or accepting 
Bonhoeffer's challenge to develop a 
'religionless Christianity' because even 
those individual 'actions' are embedded 
in social and religious traditions. 

Deconchy·(1991) has continues to 
search fir the 'psycho-social mechanisms'' 
that might drive the tension between a 
religion or its doctrines, the social con­
texts or institutions through which they 
are expressed, the carriers or adherents 
that they must depend on, and their 
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demands, as well as the conclusion of 
those who would study those things 
'scientifically'. He makes it clear that 
that task must have an adequate 
phenomenology to support the systematic 
analysis of whatever independent or de­
pendent variables are examined. While it 
is hard to identify during a scientific 
analysis of it (and which could derive 
from ideology itself). 

But no psychological fmdings, espe­
cially about religion, are epistemological­
ly neutral, and psychologists are still 
expected to be critical of religion when 
they contrast its ostensive basis against 
the deeply psychological or social struc­
tures that could have produced it. Com­
mon strategies that are used to distance 
any unacceptable interpretation include 
those identified in Festinger's (1957) ex­
periments on the cognitive dissonance 
that is experienced most strikingly when 
any prophecy is unfulfilled. Biases in 
reasoning, especially under conditions of 
uncertainty, are important tools for under­
standing the strong and apparently irra­
tional beliefs that confuse any observer of 
the practitioners in unfamiliar religious 
traditions. Misinterpretations could also 
be linked to Langer's 'illusions of (per­
sonal) control' when we try to make 
sense of out experience, and in which 
religious ideologies can have an impor­
tantplace. 

At an earlier period, Piaget's (1932) 
work on 'children's philosophies' helped 
to understand another set of 'errors' of in­
terpretation and to solve the question, 
'From whichpointofview can we say 
that one religious experience is superior 
to another?' Piaget found an answer in 
the development of children's thinking 
which recognises the validity of others' 

·points of view. 
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The pious religious beliefs among 
adults is another important, if neglected 
feature of religious ideologies, that draws 
criticism both from religious outsides and 
from the insiders who can not accept 
literal interpretations. Building on 
Piaget 's development psychology, and 
with a psychoanalytic perspective, Godin 
(1971) identified four psychological tasks 
that religious people must work through. 
First they must achieve, an historical con­
sciousness and a symbolic sense, especial­
ly in their prayerfulness. Their second 
task is to transfonn a 'primitive' or magi­
cal and superstitious mentality into a · 
sacramental attitude, and the third 
replaces moralism by an ethic of forgive­
ness. Finally, a mature concept of God 

· should be purified of its parental images. 
Deconchy's (1991) most recent 

analysis proposes another set of processes 
that could be involved in structuring tha 
religions of adults. He first identified dog­
matism, and the rigidity of its associated 
belief-disbelief systems then the pressure 
to an 'ideological orthodoxy' (Deconchy, 
1980) through which individuals and 
groups accept the external regulation of 
their beliefs, and the control of them by 
an external regulation of their beliefs, and 
the control of them by an external refer­
encegroup. 

With respect to orthodoxy itself, 
Deconchy (1980) had previously enun­
ciated the principle that the rational 
fragility of infonnation (in tenns of the 
validation and verification of the related 
belief statements) is protected by the 
strong social control over it, so that the 
greater the fragility of any beliefs, the 
more strictly are they regulated. He has 
also shown that orthodox ideology sys­
tems try to neutralise empirical research, 
and the scientific analysis of their modes 
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of operation, simply by disregarding or at­
tacking them. 

Those specific example show how 
religious beliefs can be supported 
psychologically, without appealing to 
their explicit content, which was a major 
difficulty with earlier theorise such as 
Freud's theory of God as a projected 
father figure and his analysis of religion 
as itself an illusion. 

Another unfortunate example of bias 
is found in the prescriptive use of poorly 
validated measured of personality traits, 
including the Myer-Briggs Type-Trait In­
ventory that is derived from Jungian 
theory, for selection or training. These 
tests not only give invalid results but they 
disregard the evidence that are culturally 
imposed. 

Conclusion 

While psychologists have clarified the 
nature of religious practice, belief, and ex­
perience, some aspects of which have 
been described here, few of their fmdings 
have been incorporated into the everyday 
awareness of what religiop involves 
psychologically. But psychological 
theories are changing~ An emphasis on 
good coping and other social skills is 
replacing the expected interaction be­
tween inherent personality traits and the 
appeal of particular religious forms. That 
parental models are a crucial detenninant 
of their children's payer (Francis and 
Brown, 1991), but also of their later 
'apostasy' (Hunsberger and Brown, 
1983), emphasises the importance of so­
cial learning for religious practice. 

But we do not yet know what helps to 
make any religion credible, beyond the ex­
plicit social recognition and support it is 
given. Social psychological effects ale 
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seem difficult to accept as the basis for all 
fonns of religiousness, especially when 
internal or subjective characteristics that 
are congruent with naive opinions locate 
most of the psychology of religion 'in the 
head'. Not only is that one-dimensional 
view too restricted, but it fragments the 
necessarily social nature of the align­
ments that are a crucial feature. of any 
religious tradition. 

The fundamental suspicion, among 
those who have not read the current litera­
ture, about psychological interpretations 
that are expected to rest on subjective fac­
tors is gratuitous. It not only disregards 
finding that have been supported, but con~ 
tinues to hold, for whatever reasons, inter­
pretations that are confinned only in 
principle or with reference to single case 
studies. For example, while religion is 
seen to stand as a process that preseiVes 
an established order, it is also criticised 
for being identified with weakness and de.;. 
pendence. Nevertheless, categorical 
thinking like this is not constructive, and 
a good task for psychologists of religion 
could be to develop an integrative 
perspective that makes it unnecessary for 
anyone to over-simplify the variety of 
fonns of religious expression. 
Psychologists of religion could help to 
fmd new places to look for the neglected 
characteristics that might support par­
ticular religious structures and reactions. 

References 
Bowker, J. 1981.Licensedlnsanities: 
Religions and Belief in God in the Contem­
porary World. Darton, Longman and Todd, 

'London. 

Brown, L.B. 1987. The Psychology of 
Religious Belief. Academic Press, London. 

Brown, L.B. 1988. The Psychology of 
Religion: an Introduction. SPCK,London. 



Australian Religion Studies Review 

Davis, E.F. 1989. The Evidential Force of 
Religious Experience. Clarendon Press, Ox­
ford. 

Deconchy,J.P.1980. OrthodoxieReligieuse 
et Science Humaines Suivi De? (Religious Or­
thodoxy, Rationality and Scientific 
Knowledge). Mouton, Paris. · 

Deconchy, J .P.l985. Non-experimental and 
experimental methods in the psychology of 
religion. in L.B Brown (ed.) Advances in the 
Psychology of Religion Pergamon, Ox­
ford.:76-112. 

Deconchy, J.P. 1991. Religious belief sys­
tems: their ideological representations and 
practical constraints~ The International Jour­
·nalfor the Psychology of Religion 1 (1) (in 
press). 

Festinger, L.,Riecken, H.,& Schachter, S. 
1956. When Prophesy Fails. University of 
Minnesota Press, Minneapolis. 

Fowler, J.W. 1981. Stages of Faith: the 
Psychology of Human Development and the 
Quest for Meaning. Harper and Row, New 
York. 

59 

Francis, L.J. and Brown, L.B. 1981. The 
predisposition to pray among eleven year old 
children in England: a study of social in­
fluence. Journal of Empirical Theology. (in 
press). 

Godin, I. 1971. Some developmental tasks in 
Christian education. in M.J. Strommen (ed.) 
Research ori Religious Development: a Com­
prehensive Handbook. Hawthorn Books, New 
York : 109-124. 

Hunsberger, B.E. and Brown, L.B. 1982. 
Religious socialization, apostasy and the im­
pact of family background. Journal for the 
Scientific Study of Religions 21 (2): 131-137. 

Lalljee, M., Brown, L.B., & Hilton, D. 1990. 
The relationships between images of God, ex­
planation for failure to do one's duty to God, 
and invoking God's agency. Journal of 
Psychology and Theology 18 (2): 166-173. 

Nisbett, R.E. and Wilson, T.D. 1977. Telling 
more than we can know: verbal reports on 
mental processes. Psychological Review 84: 
231.:.259. 

Piaget, J. 1932. The Moral Judgement of 
Children. Kegan Paul, Trench and Trubner, 
London. 



60 Volume Four, Number 1 

Publications in 
Religion 1989 - 90 

The following list was compiled from member's contributions. ie ., details of their recent 
publications, and also from other information received by the editors. 

Anthropology of Religion 

Howell, Julia Day. 'The Social sciences and Religious Experience' in G K Zollschan, J F 
Schumaker and G F Walsh (eds) Exploring the Paranormal: Perspectives on belief and Ex­
periences. Prism Press, Dorset. 1990 

Howell, Julia Day, 'States of Consciousness and Javanese Ecstatics' in Paul Alexander ( ed.) 
Creating Indonesian Cultures. Oceania Press, Sydney. 1989 · 

Maddock, K. 'Anthropology and the Ultimates of Religion', in Liber Amico rum A. A. Trouw­
borst: Antropologische Essays edited by A. Borsboom, J. Kommers & C. Remie. Nijmegen, 
Sociaal Antropologische Cahiers, 1989. 

Maddock, K. & Barnard, A. (eds). Kinship and Cosmology: Constructing Metaphors and 
Models. Sydney, Mankind,.1989 

Note: this is a monograph taking the form of a special issue of Mankind- Vol.l9, No.3, Decem­
ber 1989. 

Maddock, K. 'Numerical Schemes in Society and the Cosmos'. Shadow- Journal of the Tradi­
tional Cosmology Society. Vol.6, No.I, June 1989. 

Australian Aboriginal Religions 

Maddock, K. & Mann.K. Bibliography of Material Pertaining to Australian Aboriginal Sacred 
Sites 1963-1988. Canberra, Aboriginal Studies Press, 1990. 

Maddock, K. 'Copyright and Traditional Designs- An Aboriginal Dilemma'. Intellectual 
Property. Vol.2, No.I, Autumn1989. 

Maddock, K. 'The New NT Sacred Sites Act'. Aboriginal Law Bulletin. Vol.2, No.39, August 
1989. 

Stockton, E. 'Voice in the Desert: Aboriginal Influence on Australian Spirituality'. Australasian 
Catholic Record, January 1991. 



Australian Religion Studies Review 

Australian Religion 

Ams, Hans. Australasian Union List of Serials in Theological Collections Catholic Institute of 
Sydney/ Australian and New Zealand Theological Library Association, Manly. 1990 

61 

Bentley, Peter, 'Contemporary Issues in Australian Churches'. National Outlook, March 1989. 

Bentley, Peter. 'Funerals, Frigidity and Fanaticism. The Representation of Religion in Australian 
Feature Films'. St Mark's Review, No.142, Winter 1990. 

Bentley, Peter, 'Tricia Blombery and Philip Hughes. 1990A Yearbook/or Australian Churches. 
Melbourne. Christian Research Association. 

Hughes, Philip J. 1990. 'Finding and Binding the Fragments of Community' Ministry 2, 7: 4-6 

Ireland, R & Ruie, P. 'The Social Construction of the Catholic Church in Australia'. in Religion 
in Australia ed., A. Black. Sydney, Allen and Unwin Australia, 1991. 

Kaye, B.N. 'The Anglican Tradition in Australia'. St Mark's Review, No.141, 1990. 

May, J.D. 'Australien: Kultur, Religion, Bildung'. Staatslexikon. Freiburg: Herder, 1991. 

O'Farrell, P. 'Spurious Divorce? Religion and Australian Culture'. Journal of Religious History. 
Vol.15, No.4, December 1989. 

0 'Farrell, P. Vanished Kingdoms. Irish in Australia and New Zealand. A Personal Excursion. 
Sydney. NSW University Press, 1990. 

Piggin, S. 'Witchhunting in the Secular Society: Christianity's Australian Future'. In B. Hocking 
(ed)Australia towards 2000. Macmillan. London, 1990. 

Rule, P. 'Australian Rites ofReconciliation'.AustralianJournal of Liturgy. Vol.2, No.1, May 
1989. 

Rule, P. & Engebretson. My Story, Our Stories: Religion and Identity in Australia. Wentworth 
Falls. Social Science Press, 1990. 

Stockton, E. Landmarks: A Spiritual Search in a Southern Land. Eastwood. Parish Ministry Pub­
lications, 1990. 

Stockton, E. 'Sacred Story- Sacred Land'. Compass Theology Review. Vol.25, No.I, Autumn 
1990. 

Australian Religious History 

Bentley, Peter. 'The Search for a Structure in the Uniting Church'. Church Heritage. Vol.6, 
No.2, September 1989. 

Emilsen, Susan. A Whiff of Heresy- Samuel Angus and the Presbyterian Church. Sydney, 
University of New South Wales Press 1990. 

Hilliard, David. 'A Church on Every Hill: Religion in Brisbane in the 1950s'. Journal of the 
Royal Historical Society of Queensland. Vol.15, No.1, February 1991. 

Hilliard, David. 'Popular Religion in Australian in the 1950s: A Study of Adelaide and 
Brisbane'. Journal of Religious History. Vol.l5, No.2, December 1988. 



62 Volume Four, Number 1 

Hilliard, David. 'A Seeker for the Truth: Alfred Depledge Sykes'. Church Heritage. Vo1.6, 
No.3, March 1990. 

Patrick, A. '"A Dreadful But Absolute Necessity": The Boer War According to The Methodist'. 
Church Heritage. Vo1.6, No.4, September 1990. 

Piggin, S. '"Not a Little Holy Club"': Lay and Clerical Leadership in Australian Anglican Evan­
gelicalism 1788- 1988 in W.J.Sheils (ed), The Ministry, Clerical and Lay: Studies in Church 
History. Vo1.26, Basil Blackwell, Oxford, 1989. 

Piggin, S. 'Billy Graham in Australia, 1959- Was it Revival?' Lucas, October 1989. 

Christianity and Christian Theology 

Boorer, S. 'The Importance of a Diachronic Approach: The Case of Genesis -Kings' Catholic 
Biblical Quarterly. Vol.51, No.2, April1989,:195-208. 

Brown, N. Gospel in Word and Action. Sydney. Catholic Institute of Sydney, 1990. 

Campbell, A. F. The Study Companion to Old testament Literature: An Approach to the Writings 
of Pre-Exilic and Exilic Israel. Michael Glazier, Inc., Wilmington, DE. 1989. 

Campbell, A. F. 'The Reported Story: Midway Between Oral Performance and Literary Art' 
Semeia. Vo1.46: 77-85. 1989. 

Campbell, A. F., 'Poverty and the Old Testament' Compass Theological Review Vo1.23: 21-28. 
1989. 

Campbell, A. F., 'God: Judge or Lover?' The Way Vo1.30: 92-102. 1990. 

Campbell, A. F., '1 Samuel' The New Jerome Biblical Commentary. eds. R~ E. Brown, J. A. 
Fitzmyer, and R. E. Murphy. Prentice Hall, Englewood Cliffs, NJ. 1990. : 145-5( 

Campbell, A. F., 'God, Anger, and the Old Testament' Psychiatry and Religion: Anger- A 
Psycho-Theological Analysis. Proceedings of Fourth Conference, 2nd September, 1988. E. Chui 

. ed. St Vincent's Hospital, Melbourne. 1989. :15-19. 
/ 

Cowdell, S. 'Eucharistic Liturgy: Theology, Context, Australianness' .Colloquium. Vol.21, No.2, 
May 1989. · 

Cowdell, S. 'Hans King and World Religions: the emergence of a pluralist'. Theology. Vo1.92, 
March 1989. 

Field, B. 'The Attitudes of the Classical Prophets to other Nations -How relevant are they to the 
church today?' Colloquium: The Australian and New Zealand Theological Review. Vo1.22, 
No.2, May 1990. 

Franzmann, M. 'The Parable of the Vine in Odes of Solomon 38: 17 -19? A Response to Richard 
Bauckham'.New Testament Studies. Vo1.35, 1989. 

Franzmann, M. 'Strangers from Above: An Investigation of the Motif of Strangeness in the Odes 
of Solomon and Some Gnostic Texts'. Museon. Vol.103, 1990. 

Healy, S. The Theological Colleges and the Maori Anglican Provincial Bicultural Education 
Unit, Auckland. 1990 

Howe, Earle. Bring Me Justice. Anglican Provincial Bicultural Education Unit, Auckland. 1991 



Australian Religion Studies Review 

Kaye, B.N. 'J B Lightfoot and New Testament Interpretation: An Unpublished Manuscript of 
I855'.Durham University Journal. Vol.21, No.2, 1990. 

Kaye, B.N. "'One Flesh" and Marriage'. Colloquium. No. 22,2. May 1990. 

Lattke, M. 'Salomo-Ode 13 im Spiegel-Bild der Werke von Ephraem Syrus'. Le Museon. 
Vol.l02, 1989. 

Lattke, M. 'Sind Ephraem 's Madrase hymnen?'. Oriens Christianus. Vol.73, 1989. 

Loiskandl, H. 'Hunters and Gatherers in Research and Theory of the Vienna School: Paradise 
(not quite) Lost and Developments in Catholic Theology and Church Politics.' in Philosophia 
Pacis -Homenaje a Rainbow Panikkar. ed., M.Siguan. Madrid. SimboloEditorial, 1989. 

May, J.D. Christus Initiator: Theologie im Pazifik. Dusseldorf. Patmos, 1990 

63 

May, J.D. 'Die Kleineren Glaubensmissionen'; 'Okumenische Zusammenarbeit'in Wagner, H. 
et al., eds. Papua-Neuginea: Gesellschaft und Kirche. Ein Okumenisches Handbuch Neuendet­
telsau: Freimund-Verlag Erlangen: Verlag der Ev .-Luth. Mission, 1989. 

May, J.D. 'Political Ecumenism: Church Structures and the Political Process'. Studies: An Irish 
Quarterly Review. Vol.79, No.315, Winter 1990. 

O'Brien, M.A., The Deuteronomistic History Hypothesis: A Reassessment. Universitatsverlag, 
Frieburg. 1989. 

Pratt, Douglass. 'The Imago Dei in the thought of John Macquarie: A reflection on John' Asia 
Journal of Theology Vol.3, No.I, Apri11989, 

Pratt, Douglas. 'Aseity as relational problematic' Sophia v.28, no.2, July 1989 

Pratt, Douglas. 'Theology and contextuality: a prolegomenon to historical study' Colloquium 
v.23, no. I, October 1990 

Sim, David. 'The Man Without the Wedding Garment (Matthew 22:1-14)'. The Heythrop Jour­
nal. Vol.31, No.2, Aprill990. 

Strelan, J.G. 'Proclaiming the Name: Cultic Narrative and Eucharistic Proclamation in I 
Corinthians'. Lutheran Theological Journal. Vol.25, No.I, March 1991. 

S trelan, J .G. 'Theologia Crucis, Theologia Gloriae: A Study in Opposing Theologies'. Lutheran 
Theological Journal. Vol.23, No.3, 1989. 

Wright, J. 'Theological Reflection and a Doctrine of Creation'. Ministry, Society and Theology. 
Vol.3, 1989. 

Comparative and General Religion 

Ams, Hans ed., Australasian Union List of Serials in Theological Collections. Manly, NSW. 
Catholic Institute of Sydney in association with the Australian New Zealand Theological Library 
Association, 1990. 

Boid, R. Principles of Samaritan Halachah. Leiden (Netherlands). E J Brill, 1989. 

Boid, R. 'The Samaritan Halachah'. in The Samaritans. Tuebingen. J C B Mohr, May 1989. 

Cowdell, S. 'Buddhism and Christianity'.AsiaJournal ofTheology. Vol.4, No.I, April1990. 

Crotty, R; Crotty, M; Habel, N; Moore, B; O'Donoghue M. Finding a Way: The Religious 
Worlds of Today. (Student's and Teacher's books), Melbourne, Dove, 1990. 



64 Volume Four, Number 1 

MacDonald, M.N. 'The Twofold Mission of Maurice Lennhardt'. Catalyst. Vol.19, No.2, 1989. 

Martin, J.H. 'Australian Aboriginal Religions' ,in Teaching the Introductory Course in Religious 
Studies. Scholars Press, 1990. 

Martin, J.H. 'Can Religions Change? A Hierarchy of Values in Genesis'. Pacifica. Vol.3, No.1, 
February 1990. 

'Moore, A.C. 'The Land as Religious Symbol: A View From New Zealand' in Doing Theology 
with People's Symbols and Images eds. Y eow Choo Lak & J .C.England. Association for 
Theological Education in South-East Asia. Occasional Papers No.8, Singapore, 1989. 

Ethics and Religion 

Kaye, B.N. 'Australian Youth and the Protestant Work Ethic'. Zadok Perspectives. No.25, 
March 1989. 

Kaye, B.N. 'Business and the Consumer'. Proceedings of the Fourth Asian Congress for Human 
Development, 1989. 

Kaye, B.N. 'Ethics and the Lawyer'. Utopia. No.1, September 1990. 

Kaye, B.N. 'Euthanasia- Christian Perspectives'. Presentation Papers, National Bioethics Con­
ference. Christian Centre for Bioethics, 1989. 

Kaye, B.N. The Law, the Corporation and the Individual. Sydney, StJames Centre for Business 
and Professional Ethics, 1989. 

Kaye, B.N. 'Using the Bible in Ethical Decisions'. Zadok Perspectives. No.29, 1990. 

lslarr.k 

Riddell, P. 'Earliest Quranic Exegetical Activity in the Malay-Speaking States'. Archipel. 
No.38, December 1989. 

I 

Riddell, P. Transfering a TrluJition: 'Abd Al-Ra' uf Al-Singkili' s Rendering into Malay of the Jal-
layn Commentary. Centre for South and SouthEast Asian Studies (Monograph 31), UCLA­
Berkeley, 1990. 

Riddell, P. 'The Use of Arabic Commentaries on the Qur'an in the Early Islamic Period in South­
East Asia'. Indonesia Circle. No .51, March 1990. 

Judaism 

Muraoka, T. 'Abraham Ibn Ezra's Biblical Hebrew Lexicon: The Minor Prophets I'. a Abr-Nah­
rain. Vol.28, 1990. 

Muraoka, T. Melbourne Symposium on Septuagint lexicography. Scholars Press, Atlanta, 1990. 

Muraoka, T. The Nominal Clause in Late Classical Hebrew. Fschr Prof. M. Sekine, 1990. 



Australian Religion Studies Review 

Methodology 

May, J.D. 'Syncretism or Synthesis? An Anticipatory Sketch of Religious Change in the 
Pacific'. South Pacific Journal of Mission Studies. Vol.1, No.4, December 1990. 

Migration and Religion 

65 

Kaye, B.N. Immigration- What Kind of Australia Do We Want?. Sydney, New College, 1989. 

Kaye, B.N. 'Christianity and Multiculturalism in Australia'. Zadok Papers. Series 1, Paper S42, 
June 1989. · 

Near Eastern Religions 

Franzmann, M. 'Living Water: Meditating Element in Mandaean Myth and Ritual'. Numen. 
Vol.36, 1989. 

New Zealand Religion 

McEndowney, R D et al. Presbyterians inAotearoa Presbyterian Church in New Zealand, Wel­
lington. 1990 

Pratt, Douglas. Celebrating Marriage: a guide to New Zealand wedding ceremonies. Random 
Century, Auckland. 1990 

Pratt, Douglas. (ed.)Rescue the Perishing: Comparative Perspectives on evangelism and 
revivalism. College Communications, Auckland. 1989 

Pratt, Douglass. An Ordered Faith: Faith and Order in the Methodist Church of New Zealand 
1950-1984. Published by the Wesley Historical Society (New Zealand) as No.53 of its Proceed­
ings, September 1989 

Old Testament 

Habel, N. 'Conquest and Dispossession: Justice, Joshua and Land Rights'. Pacifica. Vol.4, 
Feb/March 1991. · 

Watts, R E. 'Consolation or confrontation? Isaiah 40-55 and the delay of the New Exodus' Tyn­
dale Bulletin v.41, no.1, May 1990 

Watts, R E.' The meaning of calaw yiqpeu malakf pfhem in Isaiah lii 15' Vetus Testamentum 
v.40, no.3, 1990 

Philosophy of Religion 

Crittenden, Paul. Learning to be Moral- Philosophical Thoughts about Moral Development. 
1990 

Hart, Kevin. The Trespass of the Sign- deconstruction, theology and philosophy. 1990. 



66 Volume Four, Number 1 

Lovat, T.J. 'Philosophy, Theology and Modem Bioethics', in Terminating Medical Care ed. K. 
Mitchell. University of Newcastle, 1989. 

Primal Religions 

MacDonald, M.N. Mararoka: A Study in Melanesian Religion. New York, Peter Lang, 1990. 

Psychology of Religion/Psychiatry and Religion 

Lynch, P. Not Without Hope: Christian Traditions of Grieving. Sydney, Catholic Institute of 
Sydney, 1989. 

Wren-Lewis, J. 'Carl Jung and the Age of the Spirit'.AustralianParapsychologicalReview. 
No.l4, December 1989. · 

Wren-Lewis, J. 'Gurus: Lotus-Feet of Clay'. Nature and Health. Vol.10, No.I. 

Wren-Lewis, J. 'The Seer Without a Head: The Douglas Harding Phenomenon'. Pallicon. Vol.9, 
No.4. 

Religions and the Arts/ Architecture 

Lawton, David. Faith, Text and History- The Bible in English. 1990. 

Moore, A. C. 'Die Spirituellen Landschaften von Caspar David Friedrich und Colin McCahon' in 
Bilder und ihre Macht eds. H.Schwebel and A.Mertin. Stuttgart. Verlag Katholisches Bibelwerk, 
1989. 

Moore, A. C. 'Religion, the Arts and the "Tutored Imagination" 'Australian Religion Studies 
Review. Vol.3, No.I, September 1990. 

Moore, A. C. 'Windows to the Divine: A Theory of Religious Art, Traditional and Modem'. 
Dialogue and Alliance. Vol.3,No.2, Summer 1989. 

Moore, A. C. and Rubenstein, B. ( eds.) Images of the Divine. Review in Dialogue and Alliance 
Vol.3, No.2. 1989. 

Religions of Asia 

Bucknell, R.S. 'Buddhist Jhana as mystical experience' in Exploring the Paranormal, Zollschan, 
_ G.K. etal. Bridport, U.K. Prism Press, 1989. 

Bucknell, R.S. 'Buddhist Meditation and the Study of Mystical Experience'. The Charles Strong 
Lecture Series. Underdale, S.A. Australian Association for the Study of Religions, 1989. 

McLean, M. D., 'Women as Aspects of the Mother Goddess in India: A Case Study of 
Ramakrishna' Religion. Vol.19: 13-25. 1989. 

McLean, M. 'The Scroll-Painters of Bengal'. Australian Religion Studies Review. September 
1990. 

Wiltshire, M.G. Ascetic Figures before and in Early Buddhism. The Emergence of Gautama as 
the Buddha. Berlin/New York, Mouton de Gruyter, 1990. 



Australian Religion Studies Review 

Religion and Education 

Bentley, Peter. 'Developing Resources for Discipleship'. Adult Education News. May 1990. 

Lovat, T.J. 'Inter-faith Religion Education'. Religious Education Journal of Australia. Vol.5, 
No.2, 1989. 

67 

Lovat, T.J. What is this Thing Called Religious Education?. Sydney. Social Science Press, 1989. 

Mordini, A. G. 'Clowning Around in Religious Education- A Resources Guide'. Religious 
Education Journal of Australia. Vol.6, No.I, June 1990. 

Sociology of Religion 

Black, A.W. 'Organizational Imagery and Interdenominational Mergers'. British Journal of 
Sociology. Vol.41, No.1, March 1990. 

Black, A.W. 'Pentecostal Churches in Australia'. inA Yearbook/or Australian Churches 1991. 
Hawthorn. Christian Research Association, 1990. 

Blombery, 'Tricia. 1989. God Through Human Eyes. Melbourne. Christian Research Associa­
tion. 

Blombery, 'Tricia. 1991 (forthcoming) 'Images of Godin Australian Life' in D. Drayton, P. 
Kaldor and I. Robinson (eds) Everyday Faith. Homebush. Lancer. 

Blombery, 'Tricia. 'ThePeopleofTomorrow'sChurch' AustralianMinistry2, 1:2-5.1990. 

Blombery, 'Tricia. 1991 'Social factors and individual preferences for images of God' in Alan 
Black (ed) Religion in Australia: Sociological Perspectives. Sydney. Allen and Unwin. 

Blombery, 'Tricia. 1989. Tomorrow's Church Today. Melbourne. Christian Research Associa­
tion. 

Bouma, G.D. 'Organisational Constraints on Providing Pastoral Care to Clergy'. St.Mark' s 
Review. No.143, 1990. 

Bouma, G.D. 'Religion and Dutch Ethnic Identity'. in Religion and Ethnic Identity. An 
Australian Study. Vol./1. ed., R.W. Ata. Melbourne, Spectrum, 1989. 

Healy, S. The Legacy of Promise. Anglican Provincial Bicultural Education Unit, Auckland. 
1990 

Hughes, Philip and Blombery, 'Tricia. 1990. Patterns ofF aith in Australian Churches. Mel­
bourne. Christian Research Association. 

Hughes, Philip J. 1991. 'Types of Faith and the Decline of Mainline Churches' in Alan Black 
(ed) Religion in Australia: Sociological Perspectives. Sydney. Allen and Unwin. 

Loiskandl, H. 'Christian Saints and the Paranormal'. in Exploring the Paranormal ed., 
Zollschan-Schumaker-Walsh. Bridport. Prism Press, 1989. 

Moore, A. C. 'Religious Pluralism: "The Great New Fact of our Era?" ' in Faith in an Age of Tur­
moil: Essays in honour of Lloyd Geering, ed. J.Veitch. London. Oriental University Press, 1990. 

Narokobi, B. & May, J.D. (eds)Lo bilong yumi yet: Law and Custom in Melanesia. Goroka, 
PNG, The Melanesian Institute, University of the South Pacific, 1989. 



68 Volume Four, Number 1 

O'Farrell, P. 'Fundamentalism: An Historico-Contemporary Meditation'. Australasian Catholic 
Record. Vol.LXVII, No.4, October 1990. 

Strelan, J.G. 'FacesofPluralism'.Lutheran Theological Journal. Vol.25, No.I, March 1991. 

Sutherland, Cherie. 'Changes in Religious Beliefs, Attitudes & Practices Following Near-Death 
Experiences: An Australian Study'. Journal of Near-Death Studies. Vol.9, No.I, Falll990. 

Sutherland, Cherie. 'Near-Death Experience by Proxy: A Case Study'. Journal of Near-Death 
Studies. Vol.8, No.4, Summer 1990. 

Sutherland, Cherie. 'Psychic Phenomena Following Near-Death Experiences: An Australian 
Study'. Journal of Near-Death Studies. Vo1.8, No.2, Winter 1989. 

Wren-Lewis, J. 'Emmanuel Swedenborg: The Beyond that is Within'. Pallicom. Vo1.9, No.I, 
March 1990. 

Wren-Lewis, J. 'G.K.Chesterton: Prophet of the Near-Death Experience'. Pallicom. Vol.8, No.5, 
March 1989. 

Wren-Lewis, J. 'The Wider Meaning of Near-Death Research: Bringing Humanity to Science 
and Science to Humanity'. Pallicom. Vol.9, No.3. 

Women and Religion 

Field, B. 'Betty is a Prime Number between 17 and 23: Matching Metaphors of Priesthood and 
Womanhood'. Pacifica: Australian Theological Studies. Vo1.3, No.2, June 1990. 

Field, B. (ed) Fit for this Office- Women and Ordination. Melbourne, Collins Dove, 1989. 

Neave, Rosemary (ed.) The Journey and the Vision: A Report on Ordained Anglican Women in 
the Church of the Province of New Zealand. Women's Resource Centre, Auckland. 1989 

Patrick, A. 'The Adventist Pastor and the Ordination of Women'. Ministry: International Jour­
nal for Clergy. Vol.62, No.4, April1989. 

White, E & Tulip, M. Knowing Otherwise: Feminism, Women and Religion. David Lovell 
Publishing, Melbourne, 1991. 

AASR 
16th Annual Conference 

StJohn's College, University of Sydney 

3- 7 October 1991 

Convenor: Garry Trompf 
Religious Studies, University of Sydney 

NSW2006. 
Fax (02) 692-4555. 




