
Australian 

·Religion· 

Studies VOLUME EIGHT, NUMBER 1, AUTUMN 1995 

... 
·, 

•• .,. . Jf' 
' ,.-\ 

" ~ .... . 
.. ~ 

• T t 

"· A--
• . ' 

· .... 

t . 

. "-· 

\ ' 
\ 

• I •• 

' 

. . ' .,.:.. ,. 

''-., . . . · 
.. 

. ,. 
r , 
... 

' ~-'' ....... ' 

_. ""' . 
.... ' . ', .. ( 

. ~-' . 
.... l 



- ' -' . 

·. Australian ~Association . 
. fortheStOdy.otReligiohs 

Aiari B,lack~ (UNE) . · 
President : . · .·. ;: · _- , 

~'fricia aiom~ery (CRA). • . 
s~~re~~y ·. _.· . . 
. Alan.Black(UNE) .. 
. Editor, . . ·_ .· '· 

. · ~ASR. Pu.biications · · 

· TrevorJordan·(QUT) · . 
,. · _ Vice-Presi~ent 

Nevil'e Jruvis (Swedenborg Library) 
· · · · . 'Tre;tspref 

''RodLacey(ACU Aquinas) .. 
· -.199S Collferegce Program 

· ··co~niJttee €~airpersf)n · · 
.. 

· ~Trici~ Blombecy and Philip Hu~es (Christt~ Researth As~o~iation) . 
· · .... · . · · · .. · .. E4itors, A.R~S~ :Review.·~ · · 

. ~ ... ' 

· The AustrJiian.Associaiion fo~ the $turiY ~/Religions is .d proie~dpnal :org~nlzation. }Vith .a mern-
b(!rshi/l of more· tlia" 300,· made, up ofteachers, aca4emic~, ~tud~itts and othe_rs,'with knowledge .. 

:· andexpi!iien¢e ofreligiou~·traciiiions. ·: .· · . 
. . , ' -

/dany mem~ersalso .. hold membersllip in other societies repres~nting specific discipl{n~s dnd : ·. · 
· .. ' cross-lliscip}inaryfte'lds._Th~ AASR aims,tqfunction a~ a' rfzeeting:place where the.studyofreltg;. . 
' '. ion in, its brQadest dimenSions may 'be [o$tered~ .it owes a considerable debi of gratitudtrto the ... 

· Charles Strong Tr.ustforftn411Cialsupport. ·. ·· -··. · · ··· ·· 
r "l )• . . : • ., \ ' .. - ' '. . ;.• • ','·' • "\:·> ' ' -. ·.,'"' .'. .: - . • .' .. \' _-. - ' ~ 

I '_. '-. • 1• ,,....._-, 

· · Membership confers,partidip(ltionJn the AASR program which includes:· 
*A!ini4alConference~ :. , · .. : , . -: .. ·.· .. , , _, - · 

.'_*:Access to J14SR fublications(books and·mongrapfis) - .. ·.. ..· . . .·. _ . . ·. . , .. 
· . *-AR,.S. RevieW ((lrlicles, boqkrevie.v:S, new~-a~ no~e~ onpersonnel,publications; :seinir,(lrs, .. , 

. · .. conferences, cour.se offerings, school and tertiary curri~ula).' . . .·· _ . _ J., _ .. . : · 

.,* MSR'W6me;tandReligion·caucus · · · . . . . .. .·· .. - .. --.. . · .. · · · 
· *"A/filiatiQn with t/ieln(ernattonal Associaiion.for the History df Religions (IAHR) .. 
·'*Strong .tieswith insiitution,s~itiMelanesia andNew'zealand. , ·. -_. • ·. _ . · . 

• ' - ' ' ' . . ' -. J ·: . ,. f : . • ' - ~ ' . ' 

\ .,· 
,, • •I • .- : r ," ( t ' • I \\ • ·, '- • I - ' < 1 • ' ~ 

Subscriptions should be s,ent'_(o: 

1 ')' . ''(.ricj~ Blom})ery, · . . ,- .... 
. . . . . . Secretacy,. AA$R, · . . . . . .. 
Pepattnient of-Sociology,·University ofNe.w·Engl~d, · 
· - .-. · .. - :· ~sw·2351.··. - · · ·· 

. ,·. 

• ' i' • ~- .· . - '1994/95 : ; ~ : . ' 
. · .. · .:Members: $4o.oo · · · 

.· . StUdentS and·coricessions: $20.00 · 
· Overseas:mem~r8: $45~0() 
·.· :.ISSN Numberl031-2934 -

' '. .. ( . ' . '"" . ' ' ' - . . ~ ' - . ' -

\_ • r. 

1.1\ 

''-. 



Australian Religion Studies 

Review 

AN AASR Publication 



© Australian Association for the Study of Religions 
c/- The Secretary,Dept. of Sociology, UNE, Annidale, 2351. 

Printed at New Litho, Surrey Hills, Victoria. 

The REVIEW is sent free to financial members of AASR. 
Additional copies to members: $6.75. 

Price to non-~embers: $10/copy (includes postage). 

Orders to Box47, Erskineville, NSW 2043. 



Australian Religion Studies REVIEW 
Volume Eight, Number 1, Autumn 1995 

Table Of Contents 

Feature: Approaching the Text . . • • • . . . • • • . . . . • • . . • 1 
Reflections on Biblical Reflections Edgar W. Conrad 1 
Rereading the Grand Narrative: Feminist Interpretation of the 

Christian Scriptures Elaine Wainwright 8 
Reading the Nag Hammadi Texts for the "Community of Producers/Users" 

Majella Franzmann 14 
Cognitive Styles and Studies in Religion Edward F ·crangle 22 

Members' Publications 

State of the Art . • . • • 
Towards Classifying Religious Phenomena Robert B Crotty 
Dissertation Abstract Terry Veling, Boston College 1994 

•• 27 

.. 34 
34 
41 

Commentary • • • • . • • • • • . • • • e • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 43 
Apocalypse When? Purity or Pluralisation in the Adventist Movement J. Knight 43 
Books on the Fundamentalist Theme 48 

M. Winell, Leaving the Fold: A Guide for Former Fundamentalists W. Lamb 48 
B. Gilling, (ed.) "Be Ye Separate" Fundamentalism and New Zealand 
Experience David Parker 50 

On the Boundary: Gay religious groups in Australia WarrenR Talbot 54 
The Family Paul Hartingdon · 61 

News Events . • • • . • • . . • . • • • 
AASR Women's Caucus Meeting July 1994 
State Notes New South Wales 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Victoria 
News of Members 
More Electronic Fun - New Lists 
Australian Conferences 
Overseas Conferences Coming Up! 
Gender, culture and religious identity through the prism of 4 conferences 

Courses and Curriculum . • . . . . . • . . . • • • . . . 
Initiative in Religious Studies at the University of South Australia 
Women and Religion atUNE 

Book Reviews ••••••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. 65 
65 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
73 
75 

• 80 
80 
82 

• 88 
P. Mudge, Living Religion: Studies of Religion for Senior Students M.Hillis 88 
J.England & A.Lee, Doing Theology with Asian Resources A. Wansbrough 90 



From the Editors 

This is the frrst REVIEW produced under the new Publishing and Editorial Commit
tee. We would like to thank the Committee members who read and offered comments 
on the papers and the contributors who responded cheerfully to much shorter deadlines. 
Production was also greatly facilitated by submission of articles in disc fonn. 

Next time we hope to produce an issue to celebrate twenty years of AASR. We are 
looking for contributions both from those who have been in the Association from its 
foundation and newer members who would like to share their impressions. We have 
some material in the archives on which to draw but, like most archives, it is fairly basic 
and dry. Anyone who would·Iike to offer anecdotes and reminiscences, however short, 
or perhaps even photos or other memorabelia should contact us as soon as possible. 

We hope you all enjoyed the Index which accompanied the last issue and have found 
it useful in retrieving material from early numbers. Also you should have received, in
cluding the one this time, three updates to the Directory which we hope you have used 
to update your individual copies. 

Though it is difficult to admit it often, we are fallible and again have apologies to 
make from our last issue. Gremlins seem to have eaten some of the punctuation from 
Juliet Sheen's review of Claiming our Rites and a nasty typo changed the meaning of #3 
in the closing criteria of John Bodycomb's 'Fish and Chips'. It should read: 

3. fully scripted but with the script used only as an aide memoire. Please look 
at your AUDIENCE ... not 'evidence'. 

Also in our enthusiasm to bring you the Index, reference to Colin Weightman's arti
cle was missing from the list of authors. On page 22 in the correct alpha position please 
insert: 

Weightman, Colin 7:1:87 
Thanks again to all who have contributed to and supported us in bringing you an

other REVIEW. See you at the Ballarat conference. 

1Tricia Blombery and Philip Hughes 
Co-editors 


