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THE- ENGINEERI~G ASSOCIATION 
OJ.' 

NEW S OUTH WALES . 

• 
SESSION-~885-86_ 

• 
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS, 

8TH OCTO BER, 1885. 

HENRY DAVI S, PRESIDENT, in the Cllair. 

T HE follnwin O' candidates were balloted for, and duly elected as 

MEMBF.RS. 

GEORGE MASSEY, 
J OH T E. TOUCH, 
J AMES T. FITZMAURICE, 
J OHN A. L. LEAHY. 

The SECR ETARY read the Annual Report of t he Council, and the 
Balance Sheet for t he year ending 30th September, 1885, as follows: 

"The Conncil have the pleasure of presenting to the membE'rs on 
this occasion of the fifteenth anni"er5ary of the Association the 
following AnnualiReport for the past year :-

" The number of members continues to increase, there having been 
added to the roll during the past year eighteen corporate members and 
three students; whilst four membl2rs have resigned, and t1Jree members 
and one ' studen t have been erased from the b00ks. The number of 
names at the 30th September was 140 in all ; being 123 corporate 
members, nine students, and eight honorary members. 

"The accounts for the year baving been duly examined by the 
nppointed auditors, are now submitted for the information of members. 
It will be seen that the expenditure has this year exceed ed the income 
hy £49 12s. 3d., the actual income (less the amount transferred from 
the late exhibition trust fund) being £ 315 5s. li d., whilst the expeu­
diture amounted to £364 18s. 2d. This ex~ess is accounted for by the 
fact of having to pay a very high rental for the meeting rooms, and 
also the irregularity of the payment of s~b"criptions by members. 
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" A balance-sheet is also submitted, showing tile finan cial position 
of the A ssociation at the end of the year to be in a satisfactory state. 
The total investments and oth~r a5sets amounted to £831 7s. ~d., and 
the liabilities being nil, the same amount constituted the cap ital of the 
A ssociation at the end of the fin ancial year. 

" The following papers were read du ring the year at the regular 
general monthly meetings, vill. :-

" In D ecember, 18840, by Mr. G. F ischer, on the' Pneumatic 
~y stem of Sewerage,' t he discussion of which occupied the following 
general meeting in .lanuary. 

" In F "bruary, by Mr. H. W. K erle, on 'Improvements in 
Hydraulic L ifts.' 

" I n March, a contributed paper by a non-member , Mr. F . Bergin, 
on ' Graphic Statics ,' a subject which w~s further discussed at the A pril 
meeting. 

" In May, t wo papers were read . The fi rst, by Mr. D. W augh, 
no . Mechanical D airying Appliances ;" a\1(1 the secona, by Mr. W. 
She11shear, on the' Coast Defences.' 

" In June, by Mr. J. W. Rock, on the ' Connection of Sydn ey 
with N orth Shore by a T unnel.' 

" I n July, by 1I1r. G. F ischer, on the ' I noffensi \'e Destruction of 
Nightsoil and City Refuse.' 

" In A ugust, a paper contributed by Mr. E. C. W ood , a non­
member, on ' Cont inuous Girder Bridges ,' which, in the absence of the 
author, was read by Professo r 'vV ltrren . 

"And in September, a paper was read by Mr. H. '-iV. K erle on 
, F lour Mill Machinery.' 

, "The Council, in the early part of the year, fo rmulated a circular 
cnntaining a list of suggested subjects fo r 'papers, copies of wh ich were 
tlist r ibuted to each of the members and also several non-memuers, 
s pecially inviting them to contri bute orgillal papers for reading at the 
general meeting,: , and for constitut ing an annual volu~e . TIYo non­
members , as already stated, wry kindly responded to this imitat ion, 
both contri buting int eresting a lld valuable papers ; though, amongst 
t he membar;:, very l itt le notice appears t o have been tnken of this 
appeal. It is a mat t er for regret t hat t he effo rts of the Council have 
been Attended with so little success, and that the members show so 
much antipathy to writin.g papers, especially paper5 on mechanical 
subjects, which of late have been the exception; anJ considering that 

twelve papen only are requisite to occup~' t he rf'gular meetings (though 
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more could be dea.lt with), it is somewhat surprising that there is so 
much difficulty in inducing twelve different ii,embers to contribute this 
number. It is to be hoped th.at during the ensuing year members will 
interes t themselves more for the common benefit of the Society, and 
endeavour to overcome this very apparent ant ipathy, so that a volume 
of respectable proportions may be produced at the end of the year. 

" During the year several excursions were ma.de to varioui'! works 
of professional interest, the first of which took place on the 11th of 
October, 1885, and was to view the works on the Illawarra railway 
line, then just completed , and about to be opened as fa r as Hurstville. 
The members, numbering about 70, proceeded by special tra in to 
George's R iver, and there viewed the fine iron bridge then in course of 
erection, al:d a most profitable and pleasant afternoon was spent. On 
the 11 th of July the A ssociation was invi.ted to view the Bondi section 
of the sewer and outlet works. A bout 50 members attended, and were 
courteously conducted by the departmental and contractors' pngineers 
over the whole of the works, and a satisfactory afternoon was passed. 
On the 22nd of August the Associat ion was invited to visi t the 
temporary Water Supply W orks, then being constructed by Messrs. 
Hudson Bros . About 50 members proceeded by t rain to Guildford, 
where they were met by the Messrs Hudson, and conducted along 
the fiuming which is to convey the water from the end of the canal 
t o the pipes which lead t.o the Botany dams . And on the 12th of 

eptember the members visited the works of Messrs . Hudson Bros. 
at Granville, for the purpose of seeing the wrought iron pipes being 
manufactured fo r the temporary Water Supply Works . On both 
Qccasions those present were much illterested in the 1V0rk, and well 
satisfied with their outing. 

"At the J uly general meeting it was resolved to again remind the 
Goverument of the promised P atent Bill, a draft of which had been pre­
pared by the Associa.tion, in conjunction with other societies, in 1883, and 
which had been presented by a deputation to the Colonial Secretary, who 
promised to introouce a new bill. Accordingly, a petition to P arl ia­
ment was prepared , praying for a speedy amendment of the present 
Act, and, after having been signed by the majority of the members, was 
I,resented to t he H ouse by Mr. Garrard, M.L .A . Unfortunately, the 
udden termination of t he P arli ament again extends the opport unity 

for introducing the measure, the want of which is so much felt in the 
jnventive community. 
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" At the general meeting, in August, a resolution was passerl that; 
this Association hold an exhibition of Mechanical and Scientific 
Appliances and Inventions, in the year 1886. A committee was 
formed, and a deput~tion waited upon the Mayor of Sydnlly, to request 
him to grant the free use of the E xhibition Building, at Prince Alfred 
Park, from the 15th of July to the 30th of August, 1886, fo r the 
purpose, which he very kindly aosented to, and a formal application to the 
Municipal Council being necessary, the same was duly forwarded. A Il! 
executive committeee has been appointed to make all necessary arrange-­
ments, arid it is hoped that every member of the Association will render 
whatever assistance they are able, to bring about a succe5s ful issue. 

" The Council have awarded the gold medal for the year to Mr. 
G. F isch('l', for his valuable contributions on "Sanitation," and have 
also awarded -a ~ilver medal to Mr. F. Bergin, for his paper 0l1: 

" Graphic Statics." 
" In conclusion, the Council des ire t o express their t hanks t o 

those members who have contributed papers during the year, and al~o­

to those who have attended the meetings for the purpose of discussion, . 
and tl'llst that the ensuing year will see the Association st ill more 
prosperolls." 
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