
NOTES ON SOME NEW SOUTH WALES TIMBERS. III 

H e proposed to give a list of the timbers of New South Wales, 
'which are. likely to be of interest to the engineer. They are all 
more or less plentiful. As a matter of convenience and reference, 
he had 'arranged them in alphabetical order of botanical ' names. 
It will be observed that they nearly all belong to one Natural Order ' 
(Myrtacere), and are known generically as "hardwoods." In fact 

,the colony abounds in such timbers, which are ' eminently.suitable 
for engineering purpo es. 

He looked upon "gum," the usually red, but sometimes 
yellowish, exudation from gum-trees, as a pathological product. 
and where it exudes in abundance, the timber will be fo und to be 
inferior, either because of "gum-veins" or of hollowness. Gooci 
-examples of his will be found in "Blootlwood " E. corymbosa, 
" Apple-trees" Angophora, and "Spotted Gum" E. macu/ala. 

S"peaking more particularly of gum-trees, Sir WHliam 
Macarthur remarks, "When at full maturity, they are rarely sound at 
lieart, and even when they are so, the immediate heart-wood is of no 
value on account of its extreme brittleness. In sawing up logs into' 
scantlings or boards, the heart is always rejected. The direction 
in which the larger specie split most freely . is never from the 
back to the heart (technically speaking, the 'butsting. '), but in 
-concentric circles round the latter." 

T o Mr. H enry Deane, Inspecting E ngineer of the Railway 
Department, whose combined knowledge of the botanical 
-origin and economic value of New outh Wales tirtlbers is probably 
unrivalled, he wa.s indebted for many hints. He (Mr. Deane) ha.s 
looked over this paper, particularly with the view to favour me with 
.the matllfe experience of our railway engineers in regard to such 
timbers. 

He had given the !ocalities (New South Wales only, of course), 
a.s far a.s they are known to him, for this is a matter of very great 
importance. We require much observation in .~his direction yet. 

(Botanical name). 

Blackwood. Acacia melanoxylon. (R. Br., N. O. Legu-
minosre): 
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(Vernacular natnes and where current). 
Called .. Blackwood" on account of the dark colour of the 

mature wood. T his is its almost universal appellation in New 
South Wales, though in Southern Tasmania it is. often called 
.. Lightwood," in allusion to jts weight as compared . with 
Eucalyptus timbers. This name and" Hickory" are occasionally 
used in New South Wales. 

(Range in New South Wales). 
I t is better known as a Tasmanian and Victorian timber, but 

it grows well in the extreme south of this colony. Its range* is 
from the southern boundary, as far north as the IlIawarra district. 

(Engineering uses) . 
This is one of the most valuable of Australian timbers. I t is. 

hard and close-grained, and is used for bridge-work, railway and 
o~her carriages, and to a limi ted extent in ship-building. It bend; ' 
well under steam. I t warps and twists in boards over twelv 
inches wide, unless they have been very carefully seasoned. The 
Victorian Timber Board Slated of this timber, "Under test, it. 
presented results superior to any other timber, whether of 
indigenou or foreign growth. Of all the indigenous timbers, this 
one may be said to prest'nt in a pre-eminent degre-e every quali ty 
desirable for the purpose stated (building of railway stock). 

(Experimental determinations). 
Victorian Timber Board, Mueller and Luehmann, Campbell, 

Warren. 
Colonial Pine, A raftCaria Cunningllamii (Ail. N . 0 _ 

Coniferai). "Moreton Bay Pine," " Colonial Pine," found near 
the northern rivers, from the Richmond to the Tweed. 

The pine obtained from the mountains is preferred to that 
obtained from low ground near the coast. It is becoming scarce. 
The sap-wood Is peculiarly liable to rot. Used largely for flooring 
and. lining boards, and for common purposes. Is durable if kept 
constantly wet, but not if alternately wet and dry. It is an inferior 
wood, and its only recommendations are its lowness of price and 

• For lOme notes on the range of species, particularly of Ellcalypts. be wu IDdebted 
to the Rev. Dr. \Voolls' Pl.""., N_ S."l1l'all,. 
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its lightness. I t is used for doors, window-frames. &c. E xp ~ 
Mint, 1860, Warren. 

Red Cedar, Cedrela A tulralis. (F. v. I ., Syn: C. T oolla, 
Roxb., N. O. Meliacere). The well-known" edar" or "Red 
Cedar" found in the rich scrubs of the IlIawarra district, also in 
rich brush country near all the northern rivers. It extends as far 
south as Ulladulla, but for economic purposes, the timber cannot 
be aid to be found further south than the northern bank of the 
Shoalhaven River. It would be superfluous to speak to Sydney 
engineers about this well-known timber, so highly prized where 
lightness, durability and appearance are required. The engineer 
is chiefly interested in it by reason of its use fo r pattern-making,. 
and for ship-fittings. By some botanists it is considered to be the 
same specie as the" Moulmein Cedar " or " Indian Mahogany" 
of India and Bllrmah. Of Gamble's "Manual of Indian 
T imbers" for information in regard to the Indian timber which, 
from the samples now submitted, is har8ly to be distinguished (;f 
at all) from our Cedar. Exp: ampbell, Victorian Timber Board, 
Gamble (op . cil) . 

Peppermint, Mountain Ash, Etlcalypflls amygdait"11a, Labill., 
N. O. Myrtacere. 

This is a very variable species. I t is more Vicforian' and 
T asmanian, but in the extreme southern portion of our colony it 
is by no means scarce. peaking generally, when it attains 
gigantic proportions it is called "Mountain Ash ; " when it is 
of -smaller size, it is a "Peppermint." A variety growing about 
Braidwood has very narrow leaves, and very thin, ribbon-like bark; 

it is henoe known a " Ribbon Gum." - Another variety, with a 
straight bole 200 feet high, and six to eight feet in diameter, is known 
as "Cut tail," for what reason he knew not. Because it is allie~ 
to, or associated with, " Stringybark" it is sometimes known as 
" lles mate," particularly on the Mittag.ong range. A light 
timber, floating on water, very fi sile. Mountain Ash" which 

• Some auu..,.. .,., ... itkr that this ..metr Mould be restored to aptd6c rank as E. 
'."1./1., Sicb. 

H 
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grows SO fine as to be considered a separate species rregna11S) 
by some, is one of four colonial timbers recommended by the 
Victorian Carriage Board fbr the manufacture of carriages. The 
Board stated, "it should be felled during the winter months, when 
it has attained maturity, and is at ~mp beight, say, between four 
:and five feet diameter. For six months it might remain so before 
being broken down into planks for seasoning." This" Mountain 
Ash" also goes by tbe name of "White Ironbark" about Braidwood, 
and you see before you part of the spoke of a mill-wheel made of 
it, which was in use for twenty year, and afterwards it lay exposed 
to the weather for a year, but it sbows no sign of decay.- But 
timber of this species is not very durable as oompared with tbat 
of some otber Eucalypts, particularly when exposed to tbe weatber, 
and most of the timbers at present included under this species name 
are viewed with some suspicion by engineers in consequence. 
The fact of the matter is, E . am"gda/ina is the name given to a 
group of timbers, and fre h specific names wi ll have to be found. 
or old ones revived, for a number of them . Difference of soil and 
-climate cannot account for all the differences amongst the timbers 
now classed as E . amygda/ina. Exp.: Mueller and Luehmann~ 
Victorian Timber Board. 

Bastard Mahogany, Eucalyptus CoI,.yoidtS, Smith . 

Often called" Bangalay" by Sydney workmen, as this was 
the name used by the Port Jackson natives. Owing to its red 
wood, and to its growing in marshy country, it is known as 
" Bastard " or "Swamp iahogany." It occurs in s ndy place 
near the coast, and is not 'f9und we t of tbe Dividing Range. It 
extends from the ictorian to tbe Queensland boundary. It i 
rarely of any sizc,t and is frequently gnarled, but because it is hard , 
tough and durable, it is much lued for shipbuilding, chiefly for 
knees. It appears to grow freer in Gipp land (there i some very 
fair timber, however, near ' Bombala), and it · is one of the four 

• ThiB timber waa attributed to E. -Yr,j.l/~. by V"1 high authority. Rnt furtber 
namlnatlun of tbe atnIdure of the woocllU&y canx It to be aaaigned to E.. Shbni .... 

t .Mr. DeaD<: BaY' it i. a fine timber tree at a locality near OIfton, IUa __ Line. 
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timbers recommended by the Victorian Timber Board for the 
construction of railway carriages. E xp. :·Victorian Timb er Board. 

Bloodwood, ( E ucalyptus cO'l'ymbosa, Smith). Called " Blood­
wood" owing to·its so freely exuding a blood-like liquid (Kino) 
lin great abundance. ear the coast, it is rather· a small tree, but 
towards and upon the mountains it attains a great size. I t 
frequents open forests from the Bega district to the Tweed, but at 
no very great distance from the sea. On account of being subject 
.to gum-veins, it is not a favourite as sawn timber. It is, in faCt, 
the most liable of all gum-trees to veins ; the timber shells 
concentrically, and the cavities are often filled with "gum" 
{Kino) . " Apple trees" ( A ngophora ) have a similar fault­
Bloodwood timber is. however, said to be very durable; it does 
not readily catch fire, nor suffer fro m white ants nor damp. It is 
.said to be used for piles and sleepers.- Baron Mueller observe:; 
that if is less known than it deserves. Exp : Sydney Mint ( 1850). 

Grey Ironbark, E ucaZyplu! CTebra , F. v. M. 
T his is known as "Grey Ironbark," " White Ironbark," or 

., Narrow-leaved lronbark." I t is found on the eastern slope, 
<>f the Dividing Range. It prefers ridges and ranges, and also 
a better soil than some of the other Ironbarks. T he wood is red 
and durable, though not so strong as that of E . siderophloia or 
E . paniculala" ( Woolls). Mr. Duff gives the range as "open 
forests, Northern and Southern coast dist.ricts, extending a 
<considerable distance inland." It does not, however, extend as 
far south as the lllawarra. An excellent timber; hard, tough, of 
inlocked fibre, durable and useful for many building purposes. 
It i much in use for fence-posts, railway sl~epers, bridge 

• material, piles, waggon-building, etc., including spokes of wheels. 
It finishes well. Exp: Sydney Mint (1860), Byerley, Warren., 

Swamp Gum, Eucalyptur Gunnii, Hook, f. 
Called" Swamp Gum ,. or "White Gum;' but it is not confined 

to low ground, as it is frequently found in the ranges, (e.g., about 
Br.udwood). About Bombala, it is known occasionally all "Sugar 

• Not on ~nv Sooth Wales rail ... ~y •• apparently. 
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Gum" or t Cider Gum" (owing to its sweetish sap), though 
. these names are commonly applied in T asmania . 

It is found in the southern part of the colony, from the 
boundary to Bombala, and over to Kiandra. and the Snowy 
Mountains. It is more or less plentiful, even as far north as the 
Mittagong Range. 

Near Bombala, a variety called It Flooded Gum" or 
It Bastard Gum" has a timber which is considered brittle, and is 
not used. T he variety called ' It Red Gum" is, however, 
considered by most people in the neighbourhood to be the very 
best for standiQg underground, and is therefore preferred to any 
other for posts and piles, and especially for house-blocks. T his 
timber is rather harq to cut, and has a reddish colour. T he 
It Flooded Gum" occurs near creeks and swampy places, and the 
trunk is apt to branch out at no great· altitude from the ground; 

. the It Red Gum" grows in higher and drier situations, and runs 
up to a pretty high straight trunk. Exp: Mueller & Luehmann . 

Box, Eucalyptus 'umiph/oia, F. p . M. 
The common ' Box" of ydney people, and east of the 

'Dividing Range. It extends throughout the whole of the coastal 
districts of the colony. 

Mr. Hill calls it an excellent timber, famous for its hardness, 
toughness and durability. It IS remarkably heavy, yellow-white in 
colour, of great lateral strength, and is used for such purposes ' as. 
railway sleepers, naves, felloes, scantlings, jetty and bridge piles, 
plankings, mining slabs and fence-posts. a. E. Brown). It is 
largely used by cOlchmakers and wheelwrights for the naves of 
wheels and heavy framing; and by millwrights for the cogs of 
wheels. It is employed in ship-building, and forms one of the 
best materials for treenails, and for working int9 large screws. It 
is also useful for such articles as mauls and handles, which need 
toughness of wood for their manufacture. Exp': ~'dneY" Mint, 
18S8, Victorian Timber Board. 

, Spotted Gum, Eucalyptus maNila/a, Hook: 
Called It potted Gum" on account of the blotched appearance 

of the smooth bark. 
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It extends from the Bodaila district, Dromedary Mountain, 
north, chiefly on coast land, as far as the Queensland border. 

T here is great demand fOT this timber, which is used for ship­
building,- and occasionally for bridges, girders, naves of wheels, 
shafts for vehicles, cubes for street paving, and general building 
purposes where tenacity oj fibre is required. It is the coarsest 
grained timber of the Eucalypts, so far as my experience goes, and 
is readily recognised . It often has a pretty wavy appearance when 
d ressed. . This tree is frequently hollow when it attains a great 
size, although apparently quite sound, as far as external appearance 
goes. It splits well. lts sap-wood readily rots, and it does not 
stand in the ground. T his accounts for the Rev. J. E. TenisOn­
Woods' observation that the Queensland Government y.iIJ not 
permit its use for telegraph poles. Exp: Sydney Mint, 1858, 
Warren. 

Yellow ~OXI E ucalyptus mel/isdora, A. Cunn : 

" Box," or " Yellow Box," because of its yellowish bark. 
It is found throughout the coastal districts from the Victorian 

border to the Macleay, and perhaps beyond. Dr. Woolls gives the 
following localities :-" Near Bathurst and Mudgee, as well as in 
New England and on the Darling." 

Thi is a hard, tough, durable, and close-grained timber. It 
is used for fences, and is utilised for roilers, heavy frame-work, 
and for naves, cogs and tree-nails, but its weight and toughness 
(rendering it difficult to work) are against it. It is said t@ be 
durable both in water and under the ground. The opinion of 
some Candelo people differs, however, on this point. A 
correspondent says: "It is here considered the best timber all 
round, but does not, as far as I can learn, last long in the ground." 
T here are many instances of such contradictory statements in 
regard to our native timbers, showing how much room there is for 
independent enquiry. Exp: Mueller & Lu'ehmann . 

• • At the London bhiblUoa of , ... a pie« of timber from the bull of the ateamer 
.. William IV." ..... exhibited. With the exception of lOIIle IIlgbt charring 01. the tlJllbeJ" 
In the Immediate "ti<:lnity of the boilers, theentire fabric of the .--1 WU a.o lubstaatiaJ 

and .a sound as when abe wal built In the year ,830. 
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Ta.llow 'Wood, Eucalyptus mi,rocorys, F. v. M . 
This timber is usually known as " T allow Wood" in allu ion 

to its greasy nature, but it also goes by the name of .. Turpentine 
Tree." 

It is found from the H astings 0 the Tweed. 
T he following R.eport, in connection with the Sydney 

EXhibition of 1879, was macl~ in regard to this timber :-" Timber 
strong and durable, under or above ground . Used for flooring, 
e,g., in ball-rooms; for this latter purpose it is selected on account 
of its greasy nature. T his greasiness is most marked when it i 
fresh cut." It should be useful for oogs. It is used for the 
decking of bridges, and is one of the most valuable woods 'the 
colony produces. Exp : Victoria T imber Board, Warren. 

Stringyba.rk, EltCalypllls ob/iqua, L'K~r. 

A" tringybark." It is also called" Mes mate ." 
Thi tree is found in the coast districts, and comes far 

north as Braidwood. 
Like .E. amygdal£na this is better known in Tasmania and 

Victoria, but trees of fine size are found is this colony. It is an 
excellent timber for splitting. It is used for scantlings, posts and 
scaffolding poles, but it has some tendency to warp or twist. I t 
is rather open-grained. Exp. : Mitchell, Mueller and Luehmann, 

ClJmpbell. 
She I.ronbark, Eucalyptus pa"iculala, Smith. 
An "Ironbark," and called "White" or "She lronbark·' 

because it is paler than the others. 
It i found throughout the coast districts, and to a limited 

extent in the interior. 
It is in good repute for durability. It is much used for posts 

for fencing, also for railway work, such as bridges, sleepers, etc. 
It is useful for large beams in buildings, stores for heavy goods, 
and for other purposes where great strength is required. This is 
worthy of note as being tbe best kind of Ironbark. 

The author knows of no tests of this timber, at all evenu; any 
that can with certainty be referred to this species. 

Blackbu~ Eucalyptus pilu/Ilrir, m. 
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T his i the common" Blackbutt " of Sydney and much of the 
coast country. I t extend from the Victorian to the Queensland 

bprder. 
It is a light coloured wood, which {qrnishes excellent timber 

for house carpentry, or any purpose where strength and -durability 

are required, e.g., bridge-planking, ships' decks, piles, paving 

cubes, etc. Dr. Woolls says it can be used for railway sleepers . 
C-aptain Ward (Sydney Mint Expts., 1860), sFoke of it as a very 

trong timber, but warping and twisting when exposed to the sun, 

and requiring gradual seasoning off the ground, which the author 

can confirm, having felled some of these trees last year. Exp.: 

rdney Mint (1860), Warren. 

PepFermint, Eucal"plus piperila, Sm. 
This is the common "Peppermint" of Sydney and neigh­

bourhood . It may be confused with the preceding species as 

they both have a sub-fibrous bark on the trunk, with bare branches. 
Perhaps 6n account of the confusion, the present species is also 
sometimes known as "Black butt." A variety growing in the 

Braidwood district goes by the name of "Messmate" and 
" Almond-leaved Stringybark." 

It is found throughout the whole of the ~oast districts, and 
also on the Dividing Range. 

Very little appears to be known about this timber. It is 
durable, having kept sound for forty years in damp soil, but it is 
chiefly used by builders. 

T his is a timber which requires further investigation, bOlh 

botanically and economically. The variety from the high table · 
land appears to be different to that from the coast districts. Exp.: 
Sydney Mint (1860), Victorian Timber Board, Warren. 

Forest Mahogany, Eucalyptus resint/era, Sm. 
The" Red" or" Forest Mahogany" of the neighbourhood of 

Sydney. This must not be confused with the E. resinifera of 

A. Cunn: which is now called E. siderophloia, and is an "Ironbark." 

It is found from the lIIawarra to Queensland, and on, but not 
beyond the Blue Mountains. Its southernmost limit in New South 
Wales appears to be the Shoal haven River. 
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T his timber is much prized for strength and durability, and 
Mr. Hill says it is used for piles, as it is said to resist the action of 
cobra. It is used for ships' knees. It h sts well under or aboye 

'ground. The rafters of t . John's Church, Parramatta, were of 
'this wood. T hey were put up in 1798, taken down in 1852, and 
were then perfect. Although we have reason to believe this is one 
'of the most durable of our timbers, we must not lose sight of the 
'fact that no extended tests of their use have yet been possible, 

ven if instituted immediately afte r the foundation of the colony. 
'Exp : Warren. 

Swamp Mahogany, Eucalyptus robusta , Sm. 
This is commonly known as " wamp Mahogany," from the 

dampness of the places in which it flourishes. 
It is a coast districts species, and extends from the Clyde 

River in the south to Queensland in the north. 
This timber is valuable for ship,building, and building 

purposes generally. It is reddish, of great strength, difficult to 
split, but rather brittle. It is, however, used for posts, joists, and 
sleepers. It is very little liable to attacks by insects. N ever­
theless Dr. Woolls speaks of it as not being considered a durable 
wood. Exp. : Warren. 

Red Gum, Eucalyptus rostra/a, Schlecht. 
T his is the well-known "Red Gum," better known, however, 

to Melbourne than to Sydney people. 
Beyond the Dividing Range it has a very wide range, being 

found on the banks of the Cudgegong, Castlereagh, Darling, &c. 
I t is usually found near rivers, and is also sparingly found in the 
coast ountry, except from the ictorian boundary to the Bega 
district. 

This timber is highly valued for toughness (when it can be 
cut in the direction of its fibre) and durability, especially for piles 
and posts in damp ground; it is also used for Ship-building, 
railway-sleepers, bridges, wharves, and numerous other purposes. 
It is one of the most durable of Eucalyptus timbers. When 
properly seasoned, it is well adapted fpr heavy deck-framing, the 
beams and knees of vessels, and for planking above high-water mark. 
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I t should be steamed before it is worked for curving: In Southern 
New ' outh Wales it is invariably chosen for honse-blocks, 
wherever it can be obtained . drawback to this valuable timber 
is its liability to shell off. Exp.: ampbelI, Mueller & Luehmann, 
Warren. 

Blue Gum, E 11calyptus salig1za, Smith. 

" Flooded " or "Blue Gum" are the commonest names 
about Sydney, although it is also called "White" or "Grey 
Gum." Mr. Deane states that what is considered to be a variety 
Qf this species possesses the names, at Tenterfield, of " White or 

ilky Gum,'1 owing to the ' satiny sheen of the bark ; but it is a 
very poor timbet, unlike that obtainable in the neighbourhood 
o()f Sydney. 

It is found on the banks of creeks, or gullies, or in good 
alluvial soil, from the Clyde (about Nelligen) to the Tweed; but 
it apparently does not cross the Dividing Range. 

Dr. WooHs says this timb~r is used for ships' planks, amongst 
Qther uses. Mr. H ill mentions that it is in good repute for 
building purposes, as it does not readily take fire . It is excellent 
for railway sleepers. Nevertheless it is a timber about whose value 
-contrary opinions are expressed. and we must look to engineers for 
enlightenment on the matter. It is a superb timber for working. 
Exp. : Victorian Timber Board, Warren. 

Broad-leaved Iro bark, Eucalyptus sideroph10 ia, Beath. 

The "Broad-leaved or Red Ironbark." 

I t extends from the Clyde Mountains in the south, along the 
coast ranges to Queensland. Westward, it is found as far as 
Mudgee and Wellington. 

T his timber bears the highest reputation for strength and 
durability, and is used for large beams in stores for heavy goods, 
railway-sleepers, and other purposes where great strength is 
required. An account of this timber by Laslett, will be found in 
his r< Timber and Timber trees " under the heading of 
E. rtsi"iFffD. Exp.: Laslett (op. cil. ), Campbell, Victorian 
Timber Board, Mueller & Luehmann. 
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Bed Ironba.rk, EucaZyptus sider-oxJ,loIJ, - ' A. Cunn: 
Commonly called "lronbark," "Red lronbark," or "Red 

Flowering Ironbark." It also bears the absurd name of "Fat 
c k." It has the darkest wood of the Ironbarks. " It DC tIr in 
the bush between Parramatta and Liverpool, in paddocks at South 
Creek, and in the neighbourhood of Richmond,--and again beyond 
the Blue Mountains, near Mudgee and WeUington, and elsewhere,. 
being widely diffused over the auriferous districts of the western 
interior." (Wooll.s). 

I t is rare in the southern part of the colony, becoming more­
pJentiful on the ranges near Moruya, getting JOore plentiful further 
.Qor~h. It is usually found on poor, sterile ranges. 

This tree has a straight even bole ; the timber is of the­
I l i~hest reputation for strength and duntbility, and is very much 
used for large beams in stores for heavy goods, poles for bullock 
drays, railway sleepers, girders and piles for bridges, and other 
purposes where great strength is required. It appears to be all but 
imperishable. Exp. : Mueller & Luehmann, Victorian T imber" 
Board, Sydney Mint, 1860, Warren (under E . leucoxylon). 

Mountain Ash, Eucalyplus SI"eber ia1Ja, F. v. M., yn. :.. 
E. vir-gala ieb : 

This tree is usually known as "Mountain Ash," and occasion­
ally, from the appearance of the trunk bark" Ironbark," but the 
bark is not hard enough for it to deserve that name. Because the­
branches ale white and smooth, it is sometimes known as " Gum 
top." 

From the Victorian boundruy to the boalhaven River. In. 
*nd over the Mittagong Range and the Blue Mountains. 

This is a fissile timber, useful for a variety of purposes. It 
interests the engineer because it is u ed for timbering mines. But 
the author brings it under your notice because of the conflicting­
e idence in regard both to it durability an strength. One 
authority says it is "very durable underground j" another, it "win 
not endure underground." One says that a variety growing in tOe-

onaro district is "so soft and perishable for ordinary purpos~ 

• A synoayttl of E. 1ft....,.,." F . .,. M., but the _ are "'7 dill'-.al. 



NOTES ON SOME NEW SOUTH WALES TIMBERS. 123 

that it is called' Cabbage gum,' " while the general opinion is that 
it is light, tough and elastic. The general opinion is that it should 
only be used for inside work. Cf. E . amvgdalina. Exp. : 
Victorian T imber Board, Warren (under E . V I'rgala) . 

Apple-scented Gum, Eucalyptus SIuarJiana, F. v. M. 
In the southern part of this colony this tree is usually known 

as ~, Apvle-scented Gum" or " Apple-tree," owing to the perfume 
of its flowers. It is called "Peppermint" and" Stringybark," 
and oocasionally" Woolly Butt" in the County of Camden. In 
the New England di triot there are two varieties, one called " Red 
Peppermint" who e timber is used, while the other is called 
, Bastard Box" and is considered a worthless timber. 

Dr. Woolls gives as localities the Mittagong Range, the hills 
J)ear Mudgee, and parts of New England. T he author may add 
that it extends from the Victorian boundary along the high table­
land to the Braidwood district and to Mittagong. 

Mr. Hill (speaking of Queensland timber) states that it is 
considered excellent for ships' planks; it is hard, and said to be 
exceedingly durable under ground, and difficult to burn. It is 
also aid to be used for sleepers. It is certainly not put to the 
latter use in New South Wales, where it is qmsidered a most 
inferior wood, and it shrinks seriously. Exp. : Mueller and 
Luehmann. 

GNY Gum, Eucalyptus lere/icorni" Smith. 
T his is usually either called "Grey Gum " owing to the 

colour of its bark, or " Red Gum" owing to that of its wood. 

It is found in all parts of the coast districts, chiefly in forest 
C01lJltry. 

It is used in house and ship building, for railway-sleepers, 
telegraph pole, for girders, &c. It is a heavy, close-grained. 
iAterlocked, red wood. Exp.: Fowke. 

It bas been a matter of surprise to find that this valuable · 
~n'lber has been all but neglected in the testing-room. 

anna. Gum, Eucalyptus fJiminaiis, Labill. 
T his is called "Manna Gum" in many places because a 

'W • e saccharine exudation is often found on the twigs. In th~ 
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Orange di trict, at least, it is k nown as "Red Gum," while the 
names" Blue" and " Grey Gum" are often applied to it. In the 
mo t southern part of the colony it bears the name lof "RibboJlf 
Gum." 

It is to be found in the coast, mountain, and interior di tIicts, 
but not much north. of ydney. From the southern boundary it is 
found chiefly on the high table-land ; in the south it is rare .near 
the coast. 

It is better known as a Tasmanian and Victorian wood. I t 
is e ceedingJy fissile, and u eful for building purposes. It is very' 
durable underground. In this colony this timber has a pad 
reputation, but the name viminalis un oubtedly Includes more' 
than one species. Exp.: Mitchell, Mueller and Luehmann. 

Cypress Pine, Frenela Endlicheri, ParI at : and F. robus/a, 
A. Cunn : N. O. Coniferre. 

"Pine," "Cypres Pine," they are both sometimes called 
" Black Pine," and the latter often also " White Pine." 

Both species are pretty widely distributed, especially in the 
interior districts. The latter forms the dense " Pine scrub" 
which overruns 1 nd, and at the same time affords refuge t o 
vermin. It is al 0 found in the Clyde and Shoalbaven ranges, and ' 
there are al 0 some trees on the lower Shoal haven. T he range of 
the former may be briefly given as from the nowy River, along 
the Western Monaro to the Murrumbidgee and Murray, and across 
the Darling to the outliers of the Stanley Ranges. 

This timber is of great importance. It is in the highest 
degree ornamental, being figured with black and all shades of 
brown, but it is of interest to the engineer, chiefly on account of its 
resistance to white ants on land, and to the teredo in salt water. 
On thi account it is largely ought after as a constructive material 
in the dry interior, and for pile in wharves. The wood of the 

. latter species was used, under the authority of the South Australi n 
Government, in building the railway re idences and stations on the 
Transcontinental railway between Port Darwin !Uld Adelaide. It 
is straight-grained, easy to work, and hrink and arp but little. 
Its drawback is its brittlene . The author is not aware that it haS . 
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been subjected by engineers to specific tests of its strength and 
elasticity. 

Beech, Gmtlz"na Lticnhardliz", F. v. M., N. O. Verbenace~. 
T he weB-known" Beech," or ' White Beech .. ' 
It is found in the whole of the coast districts of New outh 

Wales, in the brush, from the north bank of the hoalhaven, through 
the Illawarra northwards. 

It is a fine timber tree, and in parts of the Illawarra it goes 
by the name of "Long Jack," owing to its size. It is a strong, 
white, durable, and easily worked timber, very little liable to be 
affected by the weather, if only moderately seasoned, hence it is 
much prized for the flooring of verandahs and the decks of 
vessels. It is not readily atfl!.Cked 15y white ants. It weighs about 
40 Ibs. per cubic foot when seasoned. It is somewhat singular 
that no results of engineering experiments with this valuable wood 
have been published. 

'rurpentine, S,mcarpia LauTifoUa, Ten.: Syn.: JJ.ftlrosidt'l·os 

gZomaii/tTa, mith, N. O. Myrtace~. 
The well known" T urpentine Tree," so caBed because it 

exudes an oleo-resin from the fruits and also from the trunk 
when wounded or ringed, or better still sawn into. logs. 

It extends throughout the coast districts from the Tweed t() 
the Ulladulla district, arriving at its greatest luxuriance in deep • 
gullies containing good soil, in which situations it is also found 
well into the mountains. 

It grows straight, with a magnificent bole, if the circumstances 
be favourable. Probably owing to the oleo-resin contained in it, it 
is both durable underground, and invaluable for piles in sea-water, 
as the teredo rarely attacks it. Mo t of the piles in Port Jackson 
are of this timber, and for wharves along the coast it has been 
brought largely into requisition. It is also used for shipbuilding_ 
Wben employed for uprights in buildings it is said to be liable to 

rp, if much expo ed. It is an excellent wood for railway sleepers, 
rail j etc., and posts of it have stood for twenty years and more. 
A recommendation of thjs timber is the difficulty of burning ir_ 
Exp.: Warren. 




