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Bachelor course 
Length 

of 
course 

Percentage 
of total 

sample (%) 

Percentage of total 
sample by year 

level (%) 
Timing of first 

formal WPL 
experiencea Year 3 

students 
Year 4 

students 

B Clinical Practice (Paramedic) 3 years 11.8 11.4 N/A Year 2 
B Clinical Science 3 years 0.9 0.9 N/A No WPL 
B Dental Science 5 years 3.1 1.3 1.8 Year 2 
B Exercise and Sport Science 3 years 1.3 1.3 N/A Year 2 
B Health and Rehabilitation 
Science 

3 years 1.8 1.8 N/A Year 1 

B Health Science 
(Complementary Med) 

3 years 4.8 4.8 N/A No WPL 

B Health Science (Food and 
Nutrition) 

3 years 3.1 3.1 N/A No WPL 

B Health Science (Mental 
Health) 

3 years 1.8 1.8 N/A Year 1 

B Medical Radiation Science 4 years 7.5 5.7 1.8 Year 1 
B Medical Science 3 years 6.1 6.1 N/A Year 2 
B Nursing 3 years 20.2 20.2 N/A Year 1 
B Occupational Therapy 4 years 1.8 0.0 1.8 Year 1 
B Pharmacy 4 years 1.3 0.9 0.4 Year 1 
B Physiotherapy 4 years 9.7 6.1 3.5 Year 1 
B Podiatric Medicine 4 years 0.9 0.0 0.9 Year 1 
B Social Science (Psychology) 3 years 0.9 0.9 N/A No WPL 
B Social Work 4 years 10.5 6.1 4.4 Year 3 Session 1 
B Social Welfare 3 years 6.6 6.6 N/A No WPL 
B Speech and Language 
Pathology 

4 years 3.5 3.1 0.4 Year 1 

B Vet Biology / Vet Science 6 years 2.6 1.3 1.3 Year 1 
Total  100.0 80.3 19.7 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/1249.0
https://www.aqf.edu.au/aqf-levels
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Purpose/context Recent research exposure categories Average 
(m) No research 

report (%) 
1 or 2 

research 
reports (%)a 

3 to 5 
research 

reports (%) 

More than 5 
reports (%) 

To complete an 
assignment 

1 4.5 12.0 82.5 4.75 

To prepare for a test or 
exam 

27.6 29.2 14.1 29.1 3.16 

During practice-based 
learning (workplace or 
simulated) 

16.7 22.9 26.0 34.4 3.61 

aTwo categories are collapsed in this column 

 Respondents selecting each level of 
confidence (%) 

5 = ‘I feel very capable’ 

Average          
    (m) 

1 2 3 4 5 

Recognising the types of question 
research reports can answer 

4.8 11.5 39.2 29.7 14.8 3.38 

Finding research reports relevant 
to my questions 

2.9 7.2 20.6 41.2 28.2 3.85 

Judging the validity of research 
evidence  

5.3 15.8 35.4 31.6 12.0 3.29 

Judging the relevance/usefulness 
of research evidence 

2.9 8.1 30.1 39.2 19.6 3.65 

Applying research evidence to 
practice 

2.9 12.0 37.5 29.8 17.8 3.48 

Evaluating the impact of applying 
research evidence 

6.2 13.4 40.2 28.7 11.5 3.26 
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