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The teaching process is a social practice engendered in the space characterized by the school 
environment. In this way, we can show how the subjects participating in this process are the students, 
the teachers, and the community of parents. Thus, according to the structuralist perspective of 
culture, assumed as a set of action schemes and resources necessary for the development of any 
social relationship in a given group of people, the classroom is characterized as a physical space in 
which there will be not only the reproduction of values and beliefs, molded from language and 
incorporated through behavioral gestures, but it will also be transformed through the contact between 
the various people involved in that relationship. Thus, we can assume that in the classroom there will 
be the materialization of a set of values and standards predetermined by the curriculum in force, 
which admit political-ideological positions that determine the teaching process, resulting in what is 
understood by human formation. In this sense, it is justified to investigate how these values and 
standards would be materialized through the curriculum and what is manifested during the teaching 
pedagogical practice. In view of the above and, assuming the Teaching of Sciences as a context, 
especially Physics Education, we seek with this contribution, to present an analytical framework about 
the cultural elements present in the Physics Education curriculum of high school education in the 
State of São Paulo, Brazil and how that contributes to the formation of a scientific epistemic. To this 
end, we assume for this investigation the theoretical contributions provided by the decolonial theory 
from the perspectives of Quijano (2019), Mignolo and Walsh (2019), and Abdi (2011). 

 
Regarding the methodological contributions, we highlight the São Paulo curriculum as our primary 
source of information, constituting a discursive-documentary study. As for the process of transforming 
information into analysis data, we used Michel Pêcheux's (2015) discursive analysis to identify the 
ideological bases that constitute the discourse materialized in the curriculum. As preliminary results of 
this study, we determined that the curriculum analyzed is aimed at full technical and marketing 
training, to contribute to the maintenance of the capitalist system that, as we know, reflects on social 
disparity, and raises the issue of merit as a unique category of access to so-called high-return 
courses, such as engineering and medicine. Thus, from the decolonial theoretical perspective, we can 
see that the didactic content produced by this curriculum does not present specific scientific epistemic 
elements in Brazil, to the detriment of the incorporation of standards and values arising from other 
nationalities, generally North American and/or European. With this investigation, we hope to 
understand the cultural lenses that act as colonizing operators in the set of scientific norms and in the 
formation of Brazilian scientific nationality. 
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