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The introduction of the new Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) in 2020 has been the biggest 
change in Queensland's senior curriculum and assessment system in a generation. It has seen the 
implementation of a new Physics syllabus as part of a suite of ten new science syllabuses. Along with 
the introduction of a 50% external assessment, this syllabus includes three new internal assessment 
techniques – data test, student experiment and research investigation. 
 
This presentation will outline the features of the new Queensland Physics syllabus and describe key 
quality assurance processes. Key learnings from the initial years of implementation of the new 
syllabus will be shared. The benefits and challenges of using a common framework for all senior 
sciences, including subjects as different as Physics and Psychology, will be discussed.  
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