
THE INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION JOURNAL:  
COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVES

THE LOCAL VERNACULARS Of HIgH-STAkES TESTINg

A Special Issue of IEJ: Comparative Perspectives that examines the 
effects of high-stakes testing in a range of national contexts



THE INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION JOURNAL:  
COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVES

EDITORS
 Elizabeth Cassity, University of Sydney 
 Laura Perry, Murdoch University
GUEST EDITOR
 Greg Thompson, Murdoch University
EDITORIAL BOARD
 Eve Coxon, University of Auckland
 Dianne Cullen, Australian Catholic University
	 Tom	Griffiths,	University	of	Newcastle
 Gregg Harbaugh, Murdoch University
	 Meeri	Hellsten,	Södertörn	University,	Sweden
 Manhong Lai, Chinese University of Hong Kong
 Zane Ma Rhea, Monash University
 Juliana McLaughlin, Queensland University of Technology 
	 Zsuzsa	Millei,	University	of	Newcastle
 Tarek Mostafa, Institute of Education, University of London
	 Joanna	Sikora,	Australian	National	University

ASSiSTANT	EdiTor	
 Alexandra McCormick

COPY EDITOR
 Johanna Videmanis, Murdoch University

IEJ: Comparative Perspectives is an international journal for advancing academic quality and rigor 
in	comparative	and	international	education	research.	it	is	the	official	journal	of	the	Australia	and	
New	Zealand	Comparative	and	international	Education	Society	(ANZCiES).	IEJ seeks to promote 
discussion of the relationships among educational policy and practice, theory, and cross-disciplinary 
global	studies.	A	further	intent	is	to	integrate	research	findings	from	comparative,	international,	and	
global issues in education that place particular emphasis on cultural contexts.

IEJ: Comparative Perspectives	offers	a	blind-refereed,	peer	review	process	that	meets	Australia’s	
department	 of	 Education,	 Science,	 and	 Training	 (dEST)	 compliance	 standards.	 Editorial	
correspondence,	 including	 manuscripts	 fro	 submission	 and	 books	 for	 review,	 are	 submitted	
electronically. Details concerning the preparation and submission of articles can be found online at 
http://openjournals.library.usyd.edu.au/index.php/IEJ. 

©	Copyright.	2013	ANZCiES,	iSSN	1443-1475

All	 rights	 reserved.	No	part	 of	 this	 publication	may	be	 reproduced,	 stored	 in	 a	 retrieval	 system	
or transmitted in any form or by any means – electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise	–	without	the	written	permission	of	the	copyright	holder,	ANZCiES.

The	journal	is	published	twice	a	year	by	ANZCiES.	Printed	by	SoS	Print	+	Media,	Sydney,	Australia.



iii

The International Education Journal: Comparative Perspectives,	2013,	12(2),	iii–iv	 
iSSN	1443-1475	©	2013	www.iejcomparative.org

Contents

Vernaculars of testing: An introduction to the Special Issue ............................... 1

Greg Thompson

Hiding behind high-stakes testing: Meritocracy, objectivity and inequality  
in U.S. education .................................................................................................. 7

Wayne Au

Accountability	synopticism:	How	a	think	tank	and	the	media	developed	 
a quasi-market for school choice in British Columbia ....................................... 21

Michael Simmonds and  P. Taylor Webb

Markets,	managerialism	and	teachers’	work:	the	invisible	hand	 
of high stakes testing in England  ...................................................................... 42

Howard Stevenson and Philip Wood

NAPLAN,	MySchool	and	Accountability:	Teacher	perceptions	of	the	effects	 
of testing ............................................................................................................. 62

Greg Thompson

Testing capitalism: Perpetuating privilege behind the masks of merit  
and objectivity .................................................................................................... 85

P. L. Thomas

rationalising	national	assessment	in	New	Zealand ......................................... 104

John O’Neill

Historicizing and contextualizing global policy discourses: Test- and  
standards-based accountabilities in education  ................................................ 122

Bob Lingard




