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Incorporating Traditional Ways of Knowing (TWK) into science education has long been
recommended (e.g., Meyer & Crawford, 2011; Rich, 2012; Zidny, Sjostrom, & Eilks, 2020). While
many students are unaware that alternatives to western knowledge exist (Rich, 2012), cross-cultural
education can provide students with the tools for a multiple-knowledge approach to real-world
problems and can increase the relevance of science education beyond theories and facts,
contextualising learning in everyday life (Zidny et al., 2020). Embedding TWK into science education
can also engage under-represented students and assist in the development of academic hospitality
toward Indigenous peoples (Meyer & Crawford, 2011; Rich, 2012). However, it is important to not
make this approach only a box-ticking exercise (Rich, 2012).

While TWK is best done in cooperation with Aboriginal people, the opportunities for this are limited.
We have developed TWK with the assistance of Traditional Owners and have implemented cultural
awareness training for all science students at Flinders University. We have also developed a program
of TWK embedded across an entire science degree in Conservation Biology. We will discuss how we
can build, facilitate, and embed Indigenous perspectives as non-Indigenous Australian lecturers, and
how through experience, we can build confident and competent delivery of material.
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