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BACKGROUND 
To ensure future career readiness, students must develop a range of skills and capacities including 
technical expertise, problem-solving abilities, effective communication, social and professional 
network building, interpersonal and cultural awareness, resilience, and adaptability (Jackson, 2018; 
Roberts, 2016; Tomlinson, 2017) as well as develop a well-grounded self-identity (Jackson, 2017). 
Given that careers are continuously evolving and perpetually fluid (Starr-Glass, 2019), graduates also 
need to critically perceive, engage, and reflect on their own identity and self-efficacy (Sarkar et al., 
2016). However, recent research has shown that there is a lack of generic skill development in 
undergraduate science curricula (Sarkar et al., 2020) and academics have expressed concerns about 
their ability to provide reflective practice opportunities for students. This project, funded by the 
Australian Council of Deans of Science, aims to enhance the confidence and capability of academics 
to enhance their students career readiness; promote collaborative curriculum development between 
industry partners, graduates, and students; and develop national best practice guidelines for the 
enhancement of science graduate employability skills. 

 

THE WORKSHOP 
You are invited to join us for a collaborative and interactive workshop to explore where, when, and 
how employability skills could be implemented within the Sciences curriculum. We have used insights 
from students, graduates, industry employers and academics to propose possible best practice 
guidelines. This workshop will specifically road-test the co-created guidelines while also providing an 
opportunity for participants to further explore the following aspects:  

▪ development of generic skills identified as more difficult to teach (such as metacognitive and 
reflective abilities, resilience and adaptability)  

▪ enhancing the knowledge of career pathways and connecting with employers 
▪ scaffolding and integration of work integrated learning activities into the curriculum (both in 

the workplace and in the classroom). 
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