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The development of science communication practice is often driven by the evolving needs and 
embedded values of a specific culture or country (Davies & Horst 2016). These differing perspectives 
are lost when we focus on Western histories of science and science communication. In the literature, 
and often in practice, this has resulted in the exclusion of non-Western and Indigenous histories of 
communicating scientific knowledge (Orthia, 2020). 
 
Similarly, science syllabi often privilege Western histories of science, with narratives of white male 
scientists dominating science history (Pringle & McLaughlin, 2014). These narratives are neither 
representative of the rich history of science nor the diversity of the student cohorts. Incorporating 
science history into curriculums can improve student engagement and understanding of concepts 
(Olsson et al., 2015), highlighting the importance of representing diverse histories.  
 
This presentation will explore multiple histories of science communication, including Western, non-
Western, and Indigenous histories. It will challenge the ‘deficit to dialogue’ rhetoric by highlighting the 
broad landscape of science communication in Australia and globally. Finally, it will suggest some ways 
to broaden histories of science communication and acknowledge those that have been excluded in 
order to build towards a more inclusive future of science education and communication.  
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