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Assessment and feedback are key concerns for tertiary students, as evidenced by university and 
national student experience surveys (QILT, 2020). 
 
Understanding student literacy around assessment and feedback is an important consideration in 
assessment design (Carless, 2015), especially after the pandemic changed assessment practices and 
expectations.  
 
At the University of New South Wales (UNSW), we were approached by the student representative 
council, concerned about an incongruence between student and instructor’s understanding of 
assessment terms and performance expectations.  
 
Current assessment literacy research supports a cohort-based approach to understanding students' 
assessment literacy (Deeley & Bovill, 2017; Richards & Pilcher, 2014). Our aim was to investigate 
students' understanding of common assessment terms and the purpose of assessment by surveying 
students from the Faculty of Science. The survey will be supplemented with focus groups for a more in-
depth discussion around the purpose of assessment and feedback at university. 
 
This project aims to develop an assessment lexicon, as well as recommendations for capturing the 
assessment literacy of a cohort. Our end goal is to work directly with students to develop new 
assessment tasks for science courses based on the findings from the survey and the focus groups.  
 
Here, we can present preliminary findings on student assessment literacy in science at UNSW. 
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