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BACKGROUND

Despite increasing numbers of university students identifying as neurodiverse (Hiller, et al., 2018),
there has been little work done on how to support them in university science classrooms. Existing
work is in early stages of building theoretical frameworks (McDermott et al., 2023) and identifying
themes in the experiences of students with ADHD (James et al., 2020). We build on this work to
support further development in understanding how to develop tools for supporting neurodiverse
students in classrooms.

CURRENT WORK

We present three case studies of neurodiverse students in an introductory physics sequence. We
highlight the diversity in neurodiverse students’ experiences by showing how these three students
navigated their physics classes, focusing on their relationships to peers, their self-efficacy, and access
to support services. For one neurodiverse woman, the physics classroom is a supportive, comfortable
environment where she finds community with other women. Another neurodiverse woman feels
uncomfortable accessing the supports available to her and attempts to hide her autism from her
peers. A neurodiverse man describes challenges in knowing if he is the only one struggling with
understanding the content of the class. We look across these three case studies to describe the range
of needs of neurodiverse students and conclude with a discussion of the need for universal design as
well as supports for first year students.
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