
�l lJ :; · !i �- _ _  -��I 
J lt 8i�J ! lJ i  8 
� I .c.J · i}J 8 
P lJb J J  � 

, I :."' P. JJ ::J _( ::J :J . -../ :..J 
I . 

" .. . .; 
r- ·�:� t:� ·' . 

:· : . � 

·�- ; ., ' 

. : ,. : , : r 
: r  
· r  

; r  
· r  . 



PR 
8003 
. A82 
19'38 
fy [ UNIVERSJ:ry OF QUEENSLAND UBRARIES 

i��\ 
'f�_::-

S311:1.\11:1.811 QN\11SN33nO :lO A.LISI:I.3AINn 



Association for the Study of Australian Literature 

' 

Australian Literature 
and the Public Sphere 

Refereed Proceedings 
of the 1998 Conference 

held at 
The Empire Theatre 

and the University of Southern Queensland 
Toowoomba 

3-7 July 1998 

edited by 
Alison Bartlett, Robert Dixon and Christopher Lee 



UNIVERSITY OE QUEENSLAND LIBRARIES 

Editorial Panel 

DR MARIE-LOUISE AYREs, University College, Australian Defence Force Academy 
BERNADETIE BRENNAN, University of Sydney 
DR PATRJCK B ucKRJDGE, Griffith University 
MICHAEL DEVES, F linders University of South Australia 
PROFESSOR RoBERT DIXON, University of Southern Queensland 
DR CHRISTOPHER LEE, University of Southern Queensland 
DR LY:\1 McCRED DEN, Deakin University 
DR jENNIFER McDONELL, University of New England 
AssoCIATE PROFESSOR RussELL McDouGALL, University of New England 
DR SusAN K. MARTIN, LaTrobe University 
DR BARBARA MILECH, C urtin University 
DRjOAN NEWMAN, C urtin University 
DR CASSANDRA PYBUS, Tasmania 
AssoCIATE PROFESSORjENNIFER STRAUSS, Monash University 
DR HELEN THOMSON, Monash University 

All papers published in these Proceedings have been reviewed by 
members of the Editorial Panel or ASAL. 

Published by the Association for the Study of Australian Literature, 1999. 

'!:1 Copyright these Proceedings ASAL 1998. 
Copyright in the individual papers remains with the respective authors. 

All rights reserved. These Proceedings are copyright. Apart from any 
fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or 
review, as permitted under the Copyright Act, no part may be 
reproduced without permission . 

..-....-:-;�� .. 

B 
l 

... 
i-"· 

.� ... 

�' _/ 
. ...:..�·�-· TOOWOOMBA 

ISBN 0-9587121-4-X 

Cover illustration courtesy of the Empire Theatre. 

Design and typesetting by Vulgar Enterprises. 

Printed anrl hnnnrl by Australian Print Group, Maryborough, Vic. 

Ft"yet" 

[Conference proceedings] 
[O RDER RECORDJ. 
1999 

Received on: 28-02-2000 



Contents 

fOREWORD .• . ................................... v 

AUSTRALIAN LITERATURE AND THE PuBLIC SPHERE 

GRAEME TuRNER KEYNOTE ADDRESS: 
Australian literature and the Public Sphere .. . ...... ! 

EliZABETH WEBBY TH E 1998 DoROTHY G R E E N  M E M O RIAL LECTURE 
Australian Literature in the Marketplace 

BERNADETI£ BRENNAN Bringing Thtm Home: 
The Power of Story as Public Discourse 

CATHY GREENFIEW & PETER WILLIAMS 
What's Policy Got to do with It? 
Cultural Policy and Forms of Writing ..... 

CATH DARCY What
,s in a Name? Helen Gamer and 

the Power of the Author in the Public Domain 

TERRY THREADGOLD Legal Witchcraft and the Craft of Fiction: 

... I3 

.... 23 

. ..... 33 

.... 44 

Wik and its Literary Precedents .. . ............................ .. 51 

PUBLISHING HISTORY 

D .. wrv CARTER 

BEN GOlDSMITH 

MICHELLE ARROW 

Magazine Culture: Notes Towards a History of 
Australian Periodical Publication 1920-1970 

Better Half-Dead than Read? 
The Mea.omorto Cases and their 
Implications for Literary Culture in the 1930s 

Career Playwrights: 
Working Women Dramatists, 1928-1968 ..... 

........... 69 

. ..... 80 

. ... 90 



AUTHORSHIP WRITING CULTURE 

ANDREW MccANN 

CASSANDRA PYBUS 

ANNE PENDER 

BARBARA H. MILECH 

LYN McCREDDEN 

ANNE GALLIGAN 

Marcus Clarke, Gustave Don� 
and the Mystery of the Popular .. .. ...... .......................... 10 I 

The Devil and James McAuley: 
The Making of a Cold War Warrior ........ : ........................... 1 10 

Christina Stead's Satire and the Public Sphere ........... 124 

Becoming 'Elizabeth Jolley': 
The First Twenty Years in Australia .................................... 132 

Discourses of Vocation in 
Peter Carey's Oscar and Lucinda .. ...................................... ... 142 

Build the Author, Sell the Book: 
Marketing the Australian Author in the 1990s .................. 151 

POLITICS OF IDENTITY 

CAROLE FERRIER The Uses of Whiteness Theory 
in Critical Discourses of Race . .......... ...... ............................ 163 

LEIGH DALE Canonising Queer: From Hal to Dorothy .......................... 172 

AUSTRALIAN LITERARY CRITICISM 1950-1995 
CHRISTOPHER LEE 

ROBERT DIXON 

DELYS BIRD 

APPENDIX 

'Sinister Signs of Professionalism'?: 
Literary Gang Warfare in the 1950s and 60s ... .................. 187 

Deregulating the Critical Economy: 
Theory and Australian Literary Criticism in the 1980s ... 194 

Around 1985: Australian Feminist Literary Criticism 
and its 'Foreign Bodies' ................... 202 

LIST OF PAPERS .................................................................. 213 



Foreword 

The twenty first annual conference of the Association for the Study of Aus­
tralian Literature was hosted by the University of Southern Queensland 
and held at the Empire Theatre, Toowoomba, Queensland from 3 to 7 

Julyl998. This publication is a refereed selection of the papers offered at the con­
ference, focusing particularly on papers relating to the conference theme. A full list 
of papers given at the conference appears at the end of this volume. 

The theme of the conference, 'Australian Literature and the Public Sphere,' is 
developed in the keynote address by Graeme Turner and in Elizabeth Webby's 
1998 Dorothy Green Memorial Lecture, 'Australian Literature and the Market Place.' 
A range of issues raised in these addresses were taken up in other papers, which 
have been presented here in five broad thematic groups: 'Australian Literature 
and the Public Sphere,' 'Publishing History,' 'Authorship Writing Culture,' 'Poli­
tics of Identity,' and 'Australian Literary Criticism: 1950-1995.' 

The Australia Council for the Arts generously funded public readings by Lisa 
Bellear,James Cowan, Bruce Dawe, Robert Dessaix, Emma Lew, Cassandra Pybus, 
John Tranter, and Sue Woolfe and many ofthese writers also took an active part in 
the academic program. Roger McDonald read courtesy of Random House. 

We would like to thank all those who contributed to the successful planning and 
running of the conference: Felicity Akins, Jayson Althofer, Jenny Boyle, Deb 
Comerford, Cath Darcy, Anne Galligan, Ken Goodwin, Donna Moodie, Chris 
Ridler, Glen Ross, Vicki�Ann Speechley Golden, Sonia Wilson,Joy Pugh and the 
USQ Marketing Staff, McGregor Residential College, the management of the 
Empire Theatre, and the staff of the Mary Ryan Bookshop. Special thanks are due 
to Professor Maurice French, Dean of Arts and the Vice Chancellor, Professor 
Peter Swannell. 

Acknowledgment is due to the session chairs who helped keep the program on 
time even in adversity: Simon Ryan, Ken Goodwin, David Carter, Marie-Louise 
Ayers, Gillian Sykes, Michael Deves, Ron Blaber, Brian Kiernan, Delys Bird, 
Russell McDougall, Lyn McCredden, Pat Buckridge, Anne Galligan, Elizabeth 
Webby, C.A.Cranston, Susan K. Martin and Neil Mudge. 

Ron Blaber, David Carter, Laurie Hergenhan, Brian Kiernan, Susan Lever, 
Kay Schaffer, Ian Syson, Michael Wilding and G.A. Wilkes gave valuable advice 
during the preparation of the collection. 

ASAL gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the University of South� 
em Queensland and the Literature Fund of the Australia Council. 

Alison Bartlett 
Robert Dixon 
Christopher Lee 
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