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Note:

This special edition of Literature and Aesthetics has been prepared in 
DPOKVODUJPO� XJUI� BO� FYIJCJUJPO� PG� BSUXPSLT� CZ� BTZMVN� TFFLFST� XIP� BSF�
held within Australian detention centres. Titled ‘fear+hope’, the exhibition 
is curated by Dr Safdar Ahmed and Anton Pulvirenti with the support of Dr 
0NJE�5Pö�HIJBO�#JMRVJT�(IBOJ�BOE�-JTB�8PSUIJOHUPO�XIP�GPSN�5IF�3FGVHFF�
"SU� 1SPKFDU�� 5IF� FYIJCJUJPO� JT� UP� CF� IFME� BU� 4ZEOFZ�T� .PSJ� (BMMFSZ� EVSJOH�
*OUFSOBUJPOBM�3FGVHFF�8FFL�JO��������

The Journal of the Sydney Society
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Editor’s Preface

The Sydney Society for Literature and Aesthetics has been bringing 
a philosophical eye to cultural manifestations for over 20 years now, 
principally through the publication of its scholarly journal Literature and 
Aesthetics. Despite this journal’s focus in its title on literature and the 
TUVEZ�PG�BFTUIFUJDT�PWFS�UIF�EFDBEFT�PVS�KPVSOBM�IBT�QVCMJTIFE�UIF�XPSL�PG�
scholars who have used a myriad of philosophical tools to study a number 
of cultural media including cinema, art, poetry, photography and sculpture. 
It is "tting then that one of our editions should appear in the form of an 
exhibition catalogue, as this edition does.

Aesthetics, the philosophical study of beauty, may not at "rst seem the ideal 
QBSBEJHN�UISPVHI�XIJDI�UP�TUVEZ�UIF�LJOE�PG�PVUTJEFS�BSU�UIBU�JT�SFQSFTFOUFE�
in these pages from Australian detainees. ‘Aesthetics’ can seem cold and far 
too rational a process in the face of what is considered beauty, nevertheless, 
there is a strong political connection to our ideas of what constitutes the 
beautiful, and here I hope the political dimensions of the art in this edition 
JT�NPSF�UIBO�BQQBSFOU�� *�BN�OPU�TQFBLJOH�JO�UIF�öSTU� JOTUBODF�PG�B�QPMJUJDT�
that will instantly change government policy regarding its often inhuman 
USFBUNFOU�PG�BTZMVN�TFFLFST�SBUIFS�*�IPQF�UIF�BSU�IFSF�BOE�UIF�BSUJDMFT�UIBU�
BDDPNQBOZ�JU�QSPWPLF�VT�UP�GPDVT�PO�B�EFFQFS�QPMJUJDT��PG�XIBU�JU�NFBOT�UP�
CF�IVNBO�BOE�PG�XIBU�JU�NFBOT�UP�CF�B�HMPCBM�DJUJ[FO�JO�B�XPSME�UIBU�QMFBET�
for our help.

5IF� BSU� JO� UIF� GPMMPXJOH� QBHFT� IBT� B� CFBVUZ� UIBU� TFFLT� UP� FOHBHF� PVS�
IVNBOJUZ�� *U� BTLT� VT� UP� DPOTJEFS� XIZ� UIF� "VTUSBMJBO� QPQVMBUJPO�T� SFDFOU�
IZTUFSJB�PWFS� UIF� USJDLMF�PG�ACPBU�QFPQMF��IBT�CFDPNF�TP� JOøVFOUJBM� UP�PVS�
QPMJDZ�NBLFST��*U�BTLT�VT�BMTP�UP�XPOEFS�PO�UIF�VTFT�PG�BSU�JO�UIF�XJEFS�TDPQF�
of human existence. My co-editor Alex Norman and I are thrilled that the 
PSHBOJTFST�PG�UIJT�FYIJCJUJPO�BTLFE�-JUFSBUVSF�BOE�"FTUIFUJDT�UP�CF�JOWPMWFE�
in this signi"cant and heartfelt project. We congratulate everyone involved: 
our contributors, the curators of the exhibition, and those who have helped 
XJUI�QVCMJDJUZ��.PTU�PG�BMM�XF�IPQF�UIBU�PVS�FòPSUT�PO�UIJT�TJEF�PG�UIF�SB[PS�
wire demonstrate to those on the other side that we hear them and are 
trying as best we can to understand their plight.

Christopher Hartney
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Omid To"ghian

Omid To"ghian completed his PhD in Philosophy 
at Leiden University, the Netherlands, and 
graduated with a combined honours degree 
in Philosophy and Studies in Religion at The 
University of Sydney. Over the past seven 
years he has lived variously in the UAE where 
he taught at Abu Dhabi University; Belgium 
where he was a visiting scholar at K.U. Leuven; 
the Netherlands for his PhD; and short periods 
in Iran and Australia. During this time he has 
organised numerous art and cultural events 
which focus on cultural awareness and social 
justice. The Refugee Art Project fear+hope is 
the most recent project he has been involved 
JO��0NJE�BMTP�XPSLT�XJUI�BOE�TVQQPSUT�SFGVHFFT�
who have been released from detention. He has 
published academic articles on various subjects 
and currently teaches at the University of Sydney 
BOE�684�#BOLTUPXO�

Louise Newman

Louise Newman is the Professor of 
Developmental Psychiatry and Director of the 
Monash University Centre for Developmental 
Psychiatry & Psychology.  Prior to this 
appointment she was the Chair of Perinatal and 
Infant Psychiatry at the University of Newcastle 
and the previous Director of the New South 
Wales Institute of Psychiatry. 

In January 2011 she was appointed as a Member 
JO�UIF�(FOFSBM�%JWJTJPO�PG�UIF�0SEFS�PG�"VTUSBMJB�

She is a practising infant psychiatrist with 
expertise in the area of disorders of early 
parenting and attachment di!culties in infants.  
4IF� IBT� VOEFSUBLFO� SFTFBSDI� JOUP� UIF� JTTVFT�
confronting parents with histories of early 
trauma and neglect.  Her current research is 
focussing on the evaluation of infant-parent 
JOUFSWFOUJPOT� JO� IJHI�SJTL� QPQVMBUJPOT� UIF�
DPODFQU� PG� QBSFOUBM� SFøFDUJWF� GVODUJPOJOH� JO�
mothers with borderline personality disorder 

and the neurobiology of parenting disturbance

She has published in the areas of infant mental 
health, attachment disorders trauma, and 
prevention of child abuse. She is co-author of the 
UFYUCPPL� $MJOJDBM� 4LJMMT� JO� *OGBOU�.FOUBM� )FBMUI�
and the forthcoming Contemporary Approaches 
in Child and Adolescent Mental health. 

She is the Convenor of the Alliance of Health 
1SPGFTTJPOT�GPS�"TZMVN�4FFLFST�BOE�BO�BEWPDBUF�
GPS� UIF� SJHIUT� PG� BTZMVN� TFFLFST� BOE� SFGVHFFT��
She is the Chair of the Detention Expert Health 
"EWJTPSZ�(SPVQ�BO�JOEFQFOEFOU�CPEZ�QSPWJEJOH�
advice to the Department of Immigration and 
$JUJ[FOTIJQ� PO� UIF� IFBUI� OFFET� PG� BTZMVN�
TFFLFST��4IF�IBT�CFFO�JOWPMWFE�JO�SFTFBSDI�JOUP�
the impact of immigration detention on child 
BTZMVN�TFFLFST���

(FPSHF�/FXIPVTF

/FXIPVTF� BUUFOEFE� 4ZEOFZ� (SBNNBS� 4DIPPM�
and then studied Law and Commerce at the 
University of New South Wales.

After leaving university, Newhouse joined 
JPMorgan in Sydney as a corporate "nance 
executive and was later transferred to 
+1.PSHBO�T�/FX�:PSL�PóDF��'SPN�/FX�:PSL�IF�
NPWFE�UP�-POEPO�XIFSF�IF�XPSLFE�GPS�UXP�ZFBST�
BT�B�DBQJUBM�NBSLFUT� MBXZFS� GPS�$MJòPSE�$IBODF��
In 1990 he returned to Sydney and continued 
XPSLJOH� BT� B� MBXZFS� XJUI� 4XBBC� �� "TTPDJBUFT��
He became an accredited mediator and was 
a member of the Consumer Trader Tenancy 
Tribunal from 1999 to 2007 and a mediator for 
UIF� 8PSLFST� $PNQFOTBUJPO� $PNNJTTJPO� GSPN�
2001 to 2010.

In August 2008 Newhouse was invited to 
participate in the Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd’s 
Australia 2020 summit in the area of Indigenous 
A#airs.

Contributors
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Newhouse is currently Corporate Counsel at 
Surry Partners Lawyers where he practices in the 
area of Corporate, Environmental, Family and 
Human Rights Law. He is also the chapter editor 
of Thompson Reuters ‘The Laws of Australia: 
Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders - Civil Justice 
Issues’..

He is most remembered for representing Vivian 
Solon, who was deported from Australia to the 
Philippines; Cornelia Rau, who was detained in 
an Australian detention centre for 10 months; 
the Sudanese Dafurian Community and the 
family of the late Richard Niyonsaba. Newhouse 
has also acted for many Chinese, Palestinian and 
*SBOJBO�BTZMVN�TFFLFST� JO� UIFJS�EFUFOUJPO�DBTFT�
following the Rau and Solon cases.

In June 2010 Newhouse represented 8 Tamil 
BTZMVN� TFFLFST� JO� UIFJS� DPNQMBJOU� UP� UIF�
Australian Human Rights Commission regarding 
the suspension of the processing of their visas. 
All have now been processed and released.

In February 2011 Newhouse was successful 
JO� TFDVSJOH� UIF� SFMFBTF� PG� 4FFOB� "LIMBRJ�
4IFJLIEPTU� BO� PSQIBO� XIPTF� QBSFOUT� IBE�
EJFE� JO� B� TIJQXSFDL� PO� $ISJTUNBT� *TMBOE� GSPN�
immigration detention.  He was also able to have 
a family with two vulnerable children moved 
GSPN�*OWFSCSBDLJF�%FUFOUJPO�$FOUSF�JO�"EFMBJEF�
to community detention in Sydney.

Newhouse has championed the use of the 
Commonwealth’s common law duty of care to 
have children released from fenced detention. In 
2011 he represented the survivors and relatives 
of those who died in the Christmas Island Boat 
Tragedy in the WA Coroner’s Court.

Annarose Robinson 

"OOBSPTF�3PCJOTPO�JT�B� SFGVHFF� DBTFXPSLFS� BU�
Amnesty International Australia.   She is currently 
TUVEZJOH�*OUFSOBUJPOBM�BOE�(MPCBM�4UVEJFT�BU�UIF�
University of  Sydney. In 2010 she volunteered 
for three months with the charity ‘Australian 
League of Immigration Volunteers’,  which 
QSPWJEFE� BDUJWJUZ� QSPHSBNT� GPS� BTZMVN� TFFLFST�
within the detention centres.

Navid To"ghian

Navid To"ghian completed his B.A. in sociology 
and social policy at The University of Sydney 
in 2010. And having recently returned after 
VOEFSUBLJOH� IJT� öOBM� TFNFTUFS� BCSPBE� BU� UIF�
6OJWFSTJUZ�PG�$BMJGPSOJB�4BOUB�$SV[�DPNQMFUJOH�
two quarters there in sociology and community 
studies.  

Also while there Navid was part of an 
independent unit of study, with the aim of 
creating a map atlas of California in which the 
BJN� XBT� UP� TPDJPMPHJDBMMZ� JEFOUJGZ� LFZ� GBDUPST�
in the present development and the future 
development of the state. Navid is a candidate 
for the honours program at The University of 
Sydney, and will begin in 2012.  His area of study 
will focus on Indigenous Australians and their 
relations with the state.

Anton Pulvirenti

Anton Pulvirenti completed a Bachelor of 
Visual Arts and "nished his Honours degree 
at the Australian National University in 2001. 
He is currently completing a PhD on Australian 
internment camps in the Second World War at 
the Sydney College of the Arts, University of 
Sydney. He is a practicing visual artist who has 
exhibited both domestically and internationally. 
)F�IBT�CFFO�DPOEVDUJOH�XFFLMZ�BSU�DMBTTFT�XJUI�
refugees inside the Villawood detention centre.

Ian Rintoul

Ian Rintoul is a long time political and refugee 
activist. He has been involved in refugee issues 
since the introduction of mandatory detention 
in 1992. He was a founding member of the 
Refugee Action Coalition, and is a regular media 
commentator on refugee issues. Ian has been 
B�LFZ�PSHBOJ[FS�PG�8PSME�3FGVHFF�%BZ�SBMMJFT�
since 2000. He is a regular visitor to detention 
BOE�SFDFOUMZ�WJTJUFE�BTZMVN�TFFLFST�BOE�KPJOFE�
protests at Curtin detention centre.
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Antony Loewenstein

Antony Loewenstein is a Sydney-based 
independent freelance journalist, author, 
documentarian, photographer and blogger. 
He has written for many major domestic 
and international newspapers and websites. 
Antony contributed a major chapter to 2004’s 
Australian best-seller, Not Happy, John! on the 
.JEEMF�&BTU��)JT�CFTU�TFMMJOH�CPPL�PO�UIF�*TSBFM�
1BMFTUJOF�DPOøJDU�.Z�*TSBFM�2VFTUJPO�XBT�
released by Melbourne University Publishing 
JO�������5IF�CPPL�XBT�TIPSU�MJTUFE�GPS�UIF�
2007 New South Wales Premier’s Literary 
Award. Antony was a contributor to the 2008 
7FSTP�#PPLT�SFMFBTF�"�5JNF�UP�4QFBL�0VU��
On Israel, Zionism and Jewish Identity. His 
TFDPOE�CPPL�5IF�#MPHHJOH�3FWPMVUJPO�PO�UIF�
internet in repressive regimes, was released in 
2008 by Melbourne University Publishing. He 
JT�B�DPOUSJCVUPS�UP�UIF������CPPL�.Z�'BWPVSJUF�
Teacher, published by New Press. Antony is 
DVSSFOUMZ�XPSLJOH�PO�B�CPPL�BCPVU�EJTBTUFS�
capitalism and privatisation in Australia, the 
"TJB�1BDJöD�BOE�CFZPOE�BOE�B�CPPL�BCPVU�UIF�
role of the Left in modern politics. His 2010 ABC 
Radio National feature documentary, A Di#erent 
Kind of Jew, was a "nalist in the UN Media Peace 
Awards. Antony is a board member of Macquarie 
University’s Centre for Middle East and North 
African Studies. He is an Associate at the 
University of Technology Sydney’s Faculty of Arts 
and Social Sciences and a Research Associate at 
the University of Technology Sydney’s Australian 
Centre for Investigative Journalism.

Safdar Ahmed

Safdar Ahmed completed a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts at the National Art School in Sydney in 
1999, and completed his PhD with the University 
of Sydney’s Department of Arabic and Islamic 
Studies in 2009. His dissertation analysed the 
connections between modern Muslim reformism 
and European paradigms and theories of 
modernity. He is currently researching modern 
FYFHFUJDBM� BQQSPBDIFT� UPXBSET� UIF� 2VSBO� BOE�

HJWFT�XFFLMZ�BSU�DMBTTFT� GPS� SFGVHFFT� JOTJEF� UIF�
Villawood detention centre.

William Maley

Professor William Maley assumed the position 
of Foundation Director of the Asia-Paci"c 
College of Diplomacy on 1 July 2003.

He taught for many years in the School of 
Politics, University College, University of 
New South Wales, Australian Defence Force 
Academy, and has served as a Visiting Professor 
at the Russian Diplomatic Academy, a Visiting 
Fellow at the Centre for the Study of Public 
Policy at the University of Strathclyde, and a 
Visiting Research Fellow in the Refugee Studies 
Programme at Oxford University.

He is also a Barrister of the High Court of 
Australia,a member of the Executive Committee 
of the Refugee Council of Australia, and a 
member of the Australian Committee of the 
Council for Security Cooperation in the Asia 
Paci"c (CSCAP). In 2002, he was appointed a 
Member of the Order of Australia (AM).

Tahmineh Jafari

Tahmineh Jafari is a 19 year old artist, singer 
and single mother from Afghanistan. She is 
B� NFNCFS� PG� UIF� )B[BSB� FUIOJD� NJOPSJUZ� BOE�
MJWFE�JO�*SBO�CFGPSF�TFFLJOH�BTZMVN�JO�"VTUSBMJB��
Tahmineh was detained in the Christmas Island 
and Darwin detention centres and now resides 
in Sydney.

 Ramanan 

3BNBOBO�JT�B�5BNJM�BTZMVN�TFFLFS�GSPN�4SJ�-BOLB�
who currently resides within the Villawood 
detention centre. His full identity shall not be 
disclosed.

Jim Shumile Adriel 

Jim Shumile Adriel is the pseudonym of Shumile 
Arif. He has been detained inside the Villawood 
immigration detention centre for a period 
exceeding two years.  
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Ramin Khorshidi, Mercy, pen on paper, 10x10cm


