Journal of Modern Greek Studies
(Australia and New Zealand)

Special Issue on

Culture and Memory

Edited by Vrasidas Karalis
Sydney 2006




The contributions in this Special Issue on Culture and Memory are all refereed through
the standard process of blind peer reviewing. The journal is a DEST recognised
publication.

Published: Sydney, 2006.

All correspondence to: V. Karalis / MGSAANZ
Department of Modern Greek, A18
University of Sydney NSW 2006 AUSTRALIA
Telephone: (+61 2)9351-7252
Fax: (+61 2)9351-3543)
Email: vras@arts.usyd.edu.au

ISSN 1039-2831

Copyright in each contribution to this journal belongs to its author.
© 2006, Modern Greek Studies Association of Australia and New Zealand
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval

system or transmitted in any form or by any means electronic, mechanical or otherwise
without the prior permission of the publisher.

Modern Greek Studies Association
of Australia and New Zealand

President: Vrasidas Karalis, University of Sydney
Vice-President: Maria Herodotou, La Trobe University
Secretary: Anthony Dracopoulos, University of Sydney
Treasurer: Noella Budd

MGSAANZ was founded in 1990 as a professional association
by scholars and researchers in Australia and New Zealand
engaged in Greek studies. Membership is open to all interested
in any area of Greek studies (history, literature, culture,
tradition, economy, gender studies, sexualities, linguistics,
cinema, Diaspora, etc).

Journal of Modern Greek Studies
(Australia and New Zealand)

Special Issue on
Culture and Memory

Edited by Vrasidas Karalis

Copy and Layout Editor: Jen Harrison

Sydney, 2006




];)urmzl of Modern Greek Studies (Australia and New Zealand)
Special Issue on Culture and Memory

CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION BY VRASIDAS KARALIS ......covcuiciemeiicenecienmseneeesscseeenes i
THECRIA
Paolo Bartoloni: The Sound of Memory: Thoughts on Benjamin’s

Berliner Chronik ... e 1
Peter Murphy: The Patternn of Cretion ...........ccccvininnciiininciescrseneeceseneeens 9

Eugenio Benitez: Object-Oriented Aesthetics: The Legacy of Plato in the
PRILOSOPRY Of ATt oottt e saesseas 39

Demosthenes Agrafiotis: Memory of the Future: The Foresight
Experience of ‘Greece 20217 ... ensssasnssses 51

Elizabeth Rechniewski: The Construction of National Memory in the

Era of COMMEMOTALION ...ovvvviteteiiincncienrcsssi s sas s rne e 68
PRAXIS
Eduardo Cadava: The Night of Memory: Andreas Embiricos and the

‘Optical UNCONSCIOUS ..ovvvererercrreincsnsinsissse sttt ssssse s e s ssssses s sees 81
Anthony Stephens: Friedrich Hélderlin: Cultural Memory as Fiction .................. 101

Liana Theodoratou: A Small History of Statues: Yannis Ritsos and the
Monuments of HISEOTY .....ovuevevmeeerneiireneessiesees st 118

Vrasidas Karalis: On Nikos Kazantzakis’ statement that “We do not fight
our dark passions with a sober, bloodless, neutral virtue which rises
above passion, but with other, more violent Passion” ..........ecveeeeiernnesninnn. 129

Toula Nicolacopoulos and George Vassilacopoulos: White (Greek-)
Australian Cultural Memory and the Visionary Appropriation of
HISEOTY oot iassse e ss st s b 142

Leonard Janiszewski and Effy Alexakis: In Her Own Immage: Greek-

Australian Women Beyond the Stereotypes ...........vvevvvvccivcimnencnnnnnnnns

POLIS
James Faubion: Hyperreal Athens: Phantasmatic Memory and the

Reproduction of Civic ATERALION ........cooccviiiiiiiicicesereeneesecsscnecesenns
Anthony Dracopoulos: On Cavafean Irony and the Elusive ‘Wholeness ........

Jen Harrison: Thinking Walls: Reflections on a Theme by C. P. Cavafy ...........

George Kanarakis: The Transmission of Oral Memory: Homeric

Influences on Australian Literary WIHNG ...

Vicky Panayotopoulou-Doulaveras: The Hero Reborn? Representations

of Achilles in Early Modern Greek Verse Literature .........cc.cocovevvnevrninennnn,

Richard Light and Steve Georgakis: ‘Lest We Forget': Sport in the

Cultural Memory of AUSHALIANS ........oueevvererreeeercircienscricise e

Elizabeth Kefallinos: Literature and Mathematics: An Attempt at an
Inter-Thematic Analysis of Apostolos Doxiades’ Novel Uncle Petros

and Goldbach’s COMJECLUTE .........c.cccuveuiivirieeriineeeesreeeecess e

TELOS
Panayiota Nazou: The Memory of the Dissident/Divergent Left: The

Memoirs Of A. SEINAS «...covveveevieiciiciet s

Nonna Ryan: Byzantine Influence on Russia Through the Ages ..o

MixdAng Towavixag: Landscapes / language-scapes: Ot apipiporoyiec
¢ opaocnc. Me agopun tnv eAAnvoavaTpaAéCikn Aoyotexvia —

KOL QXL HOVOV oottt s

Xpnjotog N. @idne: H Zovdrta tov ZeAnvddwrog Tov Tavvny
Pitoov: H Zvveidnon tnc HoAwteiac kar nn @éaon tne Zwnc and

ATIOOTAOT] ottt et naanos

AAxnotic ZovAoyiavvn: Ta diakeipeva we Témot diaprovc
naPovoiac NG PVAUNG 070 EdW-KaL-TWPA Tov keLuévov. H

MEPITTWOT TOV [IWPYOV XELUWVE .eveiriernriiiiii v

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS ........covimimiiiiiicics s



Journal of Modern Greek Studies (Australia and New Zealand)
Special Issue on Culture and Memory

INTRODUCTION

It is rather impossible to find a common thread that would link the
extremely diverse studies included in this volume. They all began as papers
presented at the international conference of the Modern Greek Studies
Association of Australia and New Zealand which took place in Sydney in
December 2004. Their common ground was the concept of cultural
memory in the Greek world, from which starting point the contributors
branched out into exploration of wider fields of study, employing various
methodologies and divergent presuppositions. Thus the unifying concept of
‘cultural memory’ was transformed into both culture and memory, which in
their turn took on multiple meanings indicating multiple realities. Memory
is not simply the re-collection of past experiences or impressions; memory
became the re-membering of past unities: reassembling, as it were, a lost
coherent vision of vanished realities articulated through the needs of the
present.

It can be said that the contributions to this volume endeavour to construct a
macroscopic view of the recorded past in its various forms: literature,
philosophy, history, politics, art etc. Most of the articles address crucial
issues about the re-membering of culture, the practice and the discourse of
remembering in all its variegated plurality and somehow chaotic
multiplicity. Remembering culture means the foregrounding of its prismatic
nature and of its multilayered structure. Yet in order to see or excavate the
past, one must use the tools given by the present; in this process the tools
themselves become essential parts of the enterprise. Today we don't dig
into the past in order to learn ‘what really happened’ since we have
problematised the concept of the real and we have lost the safety of all
certain knowledge. Nineteenth century historians and cultural thinkers were
in the extremely privileged position to believe that they were able to know
what really happened, since their main work was that of reconstructing
events through grand narratives with implied ideologies for nation-
building. Today our imagination has been tainted by the ravages of global

Culture & Memory. Special issue of Modern Greek Studies (Australia and New Zealand) 2006: i

Vrasidas Karalis, Introduction

history; it has lost its monocentric innocence and has immersed itself into
polycentric otherness and its strange multiplicity.

The Greek world and its discourses evolved oscillating between the
innocence of home and the guilt of the infinite world. Its innocence was
born from its introverted self-sufficiency and the vision of a nation bound
by its history to continue the past, and yet living under its heavy shadow.
Its guilt originates from the scholars of the Greek Diaspora who articulate
their world in constant juxtaposition to the multiplicity of the other and its
achievements. In that process the guilty Diaspora sees that the innocence of
home is not sufficient to articulate a valid vision of being in contemporary
reality and that it creates a rather deformed vision of its actual position in
history. The studies in this volume address both the introverted, self-
sufficient, innocent vision of a Greek world together with the multiple,
polymorphous and remorseful vision of the Hellenic ecumenical vision
constantly open to the challenges of history and the practices of the other.

Despite their diversity, all the contributions to this volume define a centre
of references that belongs to contemporary problematics of identity,
gender, history, morality and politics. The fact that these studies come from
the margins of European cultural territory and indeed of the empire has its
own significance also; it indicates the necessity to look at the centre from
peripheral positions where criticism can be independent and new
problematics can emerge through a process of osmosis with difference.
Most of the essays see Greek culture from the perspective of a lost
innocence; they address Greek themes from a vantage point external to
those of tradition and attempt a drastic reconfiguration of their position
within contemporary realities. The culture of memory can easily become
the cult of memory in an oppressive and self-congratulatory manner. The
memory of culture gives the perspective of depth to contemporary
questions and situates them within a spectrum of current needs. This
volume attempts to bring together disparate visions of research in the area
of Greek studies and as such it simply claims to map out the territory. One
has to look at the real territory in order to understand the dilemmas of
contemporary Greek studies.

VRASIDAS KARALIS
University of Sydney
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