
PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT 

ICTAM 
International Conference on Traditional Asian Medicine - its history, 
traditions, and integration into modern medical systems, at 
The Australian National University, Canberra. 
The Conference will be held in 1979. probably during the first week in 
September. It will last for a minimum of three and a maximum of six days. 
The organizing committee of the Conference envisages the discussion of papers 
in the following and kindred fields: 

The prehistory and history of traditional Asian medical systems; 
Asian medical texts; 
Traditional medical terminology and philology; 
Concepts of health and disease in Asian cultures, ancient and modern; 
Asian systems of physiology; 
The training of traditional medical practitioners; 
Relations of medicine, religion and magic in Asian traditions; 
Aetiology of diseases in traditional Asian medicine; 
Treatment and pharmacopoea- their effectiveness or otherwise; 
Anthropological and sociological studies of traditional medicine in 
practice; 
Contemporary organization of traditional Asian medical systems; 
The use and value of traditional medicine in contemporary Asian public 
health services. 

The Committee does NOT envisage the discussion of papers in fields such as: 
The history and present state of Western-type medicine in Asia; 
The study of the incidence in Asia of specific diseases and their treatment 
by "Western" methods; 
Problems with medical ramifications such as malnutrition and population 
control (but traditional methods of contraception would be acceptable); 
The therapeutic value of certain proprietary brands of Asian medicine (e.g. 
Hamdard, Kaviraj, Tiger Balm); 
Homeopathy. 

For the purposes of the Conference Asia means the whole continent, ancient 
and modern, including the Soviet Union east of the Urals, and the Caucasus. 
Ancient Egypt and Islamic North Africa are also, by convention, included. It does 
not include New Guinea, Australia, or the Pacific Islands east of the Philippines. 
Papers on Asian medicine in other parts of the wor ld (e.g. the influence of 
Avicen na on medieval European medicine; the practice of acupuncture in 
contemporary U.S.A.; medical traditions of the Indian settlers in Fiji), however, 
miqht be accepted. 

If the Conference is a success it may result in the foundation of an 
International Society for the Study of Traditional Asian Medicine (ISSTAM), 
wh ich may organize further conferences at reg ular intervals and possibly also 
publish a periodical. 

If you wish to receive further announcements, or have any enquiries write to: 
ICTAM 
Department of Asian Civilizations 
The Australian National University 
Post Office Box 4 
Canberra, A.C.T., 2600 
Australia. A. L. Basham 

President, Committee 



Social Alternatives 
Social Alternatives is a new international journal published in Australia 
It provides a forum for the analysis of social, cultural, and econom:c · 
oppression, and focuses on the development of alternative proposals to 
effect social change towards greater freedom and democracy . 
Social Alternatives will provide an integration of academic and literary 
work relating to social policy issues and social change. 

Brian Brogan 
Joe Camilleri 
Bob Connell 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

Paul Burcham, Bruce Dickson, Ro se lyn Gillespie , 
Margaret Smith, Ralph Summy. Harold Throssel. 

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS INCLUDE 

Eva Cox Donald Horne 
Ann Curl hoys Knud LJrson 
Geoffrey Harcourt Dan O'Neill 

Harry Pickell 
Cannel Shute 
Sugata Dasl(Upta 

Kath Walker 
Ted Wheelwright 
Robin Winkler 

Social Alternatives welcomes enqu1rics from persons inlcrcstcd in contributing articles , 
book and film reviews, news of conferences and meetings, literary work, graphics or 

or other material relevant lo our objectives. 
Contributions should avoid academic terminology where possible and should be 
comprehensible to the non-specialist reader. 

All oorresl'undcncc cunccrning contributions or subscriptions should be addressed lo . 

1----

The Editors 
Social Alternatives 
c/- Department of External Studies 
University of Queensla.nd 
St. lucia Qld. 4067 
Australia. 

----------------
SOCIAL ALTERNATIVES- ORDER FORM 

Please enter my subscription to Social Alternatives. 
Published Quarterly - Spring. Summer. Autumn. Winter. 

Name 

Ad eire"' 

------ -----------State-------- P/code -------Country-------

Individuals: 
Institutions 
and Libraries: 
Single Copies: 

$8 for I year $16 for 2 year.; 

$12 for I year $24 for 2 yean 
$2 .50 

Subscriptions are on an annual basis and cover the cost of surface mailing of four issues. 

Cheques and money orden should be made payable to SOCIAL ALTERNATIVES. 



SOPHIA 
PERENNIS 

The Bulletin of the Imperial Iranian Academy of 
Philosophy. 
Director: Seyyed Hossein Nasr 
Editors: Peter Lamborn Wilson & Hadi Scharifi 

published bi-annually at SFr. 35.00 
Back issues of vols. I & II nos. 1 and 2 

each available at SFr. 

available individually or on subscription 
The Imperial Iranian Academy of Philosophy is under 
the direct patronage of Her Imperial Majesty Empress 
Farah Pahlavi and the Directorship of Seyyed Hossein 
Nasr. Sophia Perennis is the bi-annual bulletin of the 
Academy, publishing contributions in English, 
German, Persian and Arabic. 

To order please write or call 

A Division of Kraus-Thomson Organization Ltd. 
FL-9491 Nendeln, Liechtenstein 



A NEW BOOK IN RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
IN THE PACIFIC 

EDITORS: 

Kapil N. Tiwari. 

John Hinchcliff. 

John Lewis. 

Available from: 

Department of Religious Studies, 

Victoria University, 

Private Bag, 

WELLINGTON, N.Z. 

PRICE: NZ$7.00 (Including Postage). 



A 25% discount to History of Religions subscribers 

SYMPOSIUM ON TAOISM 
Drawn from the proceedings of the First International Conference on 
Taoist Studies held in Bellagio, Italy (1968), the Symposium is one of 
the most popular issues ever published by History of Religions. Of deep 
interest to scholars of Chinese religion and history, this double issue 
(November 19691 February 1970) presents discussions of such problems 
relevant to Taoism as: 

its messianism the problem of evil 
its alchemical tradition the political perspective 
its conservatism the theme of unity 

Now available to subscribers at a 25% discount, the Symposium 
contains the following essays: 
Holmes H. Welch, The Bellagio 
Conference on Taoist Studies 

A. C. Graham, Chang-tzu's 
Essay on Seeing Things as 
Equal 

Richard B. Mather, The 
Controversy over Conformity 
and Naturalness during the 
Six Dynasties 

Arthur E. Link, The Taoist 
Antecedents of Tao-an's 
Prajna Ontology 

Anna K. Seidel, The Image of 
the Perfect Ruler in Early 
Taoist Messianism: Lao-tzu 
and Li Hung 

Arthur F. Wright, A Historian's 
Reflections on the Taoist 
Tradition 

with book reviews by H. Byron Earhart, Winston L. King, and Daniel 
Overmyer 

A related issue 

CURRENT PERSPECTIVES IN THE 
STUDY OF CHINESE RELIGIONS 

A recent double issue (February I May 1978), this collection brings 
together articles on Taoism, Shang theology, Ch'u religion, the 
neo-Confucian tradition, and the Lo Chiao. 
The contributors are Alvin P. Cohen, David N. Keightley, JohnS. Major, 
Michael Saso, Nathan Sivin, Rodney Taylor, Michel Strickmann, 
Edward H. Schafer, Daniel Overmyer, and Kristofer M. Schipper. 

History of Religions Order Form 
Please send ma: 

D Symposium on Taoism (val. 9, nos. 2 & 3) 
D at regular price $8.00 D HR subscriber price $6.00 

D Current Perspectives in the Study of Chinese Religions (val . 17, nos. 3 & 4) at $8.00 · 

One-year rates to History of Religions: 
D Institutions $20.00 D Individuals $15.00 D Students with faculty signature $12.00 

In countries other than USA add $1 .50 for postage 
Name ____________________________________________________ __ 

Address __________________________________________________ _ 

City ___________________ State/ Country _ _____________ Zip ______ _ 
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