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are na t i O many journal s pr()mot ing a study of religon that one more is too many. The discipline is too recent of 
arri,•nl in our ac.ud emics for that. This is especially so in I\U3traJia where the disdpJine is just beginning. Hence, an initial 
need for a forum for scholars in Religion, as distinct, say, from Theology or Philosophy, here in Australia, is plain to see 
-the need any academic community with definable boundaries of interest, even perhaps, of geography, has for a venue 
through which creative exchange may happen in print. No such forum or venue exists in Australia, and this Journal hopes 
in some measure to provide one. 

Naturally, contributions from places other than this one will be encouraged, indeed, sought. There could be no other 
way to promote a more wide understanding of Religion in Auslra1ia, than this. The Journal, in other words, though meant 
in part to be the product of a need felt among Australian "religionists", must, by dint of that very fact, take its place 
beside other International Journals in the field. 

The title is indicative of a certain stress - the de:sire of the editors to provide a venue for a wider understanding of 
Religious knowledge, of, that is, the ''truth" or "wisdom" Religions seek to convey. Many Journals pride themselves on 
their standard of scholarly excellence, and often, it would appear, on that alone. Our hope is, whilst sacrificing nothing of 
substance in scholarship, nonetheless to produce, indeed, promote something more - writings which, in being read, 
effectively stimulate insight. We express this hope to indicate our earnest policy of producing something that matters. 
and not yet another place for scholarly self-indulgence. We are concerned, in other words, not merely with knowledge of 
religion, but as much with religious knowledge. 
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EDITORIAL 

The first paper of this issue bears the same title as this journal and is 
therefore particularly appropriate as a lead-in. Sandys-Wunsch provides a 
fitting follow-up with a discussion of a particular religious tradition. Jonathan 
Sutton follows closely on the heels of Hans Mol, whose paper in the previous 
issue emphasised the need for seeing things steadily and seeing them whole. 
This search for wholeness, however, in a mystical sense, may have cost AI-
Hallaj his life, as is demonstrated dramatically in the paper by Brewster. 

This issue also contains communications from our readers for the first time. 
It is hoped that our readers will communicate with us often enough, and briefly 
enough, for this to become a regular feature of the journal; something one may 
use either as an appetiser or a dessert in relation to the more sumptuous 
pabulum of the papers. 
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