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FOREWORD

The Religion, Literature and the Arts Society had its inception at the
Australian Catholic University and held .an.nual conferer}ces from 1994
to 1998 under the auspices of that institution. In 2000 it moved to the
Department of Studies in Religion at th.e University of Sydney and,
since then, has held three conferences, in 2001, 2002 and 2004. The
volumes of proceeding from these conferences mark a change of
direction in that they are more narrowly focused on a single theme.

This volume, The Buddha of Suburbia, developed from the
proceedings of the 2004 conference by the same title. That event was
organised by Carole Cusack, with assistance from Christopher Hartney
who was paid by funds from the School of English, Art History, Film
and Media (Seafam) at the University of Sydney. Our thanks are due
to the Head of School, Associate Professor Adrian Mitchell, for this
generous support. We would like to thank those speakers whose work
is not, for various reasons, represented in this volume: Lorraine Bower,
Kathleen McPhillips and Peter Mudge, Justine Digance, Amanda Cole,
Sarah Penicka, Lynette McCredden, Hazel Burgess, Veronica Brady
from the University of Western Australia, Hannah Liddy, Jacinta
Rooney, Simon O’'Rourke, Douglas Ezzy from the University of
Tasmania, Matthew Etherden and David Russell. Appreciation is also
extended to two keynote speakers, Gabrielle Carey (author and
doctoral candidate at the University of Western Sydney) and Lindy Lee
(contemporary Australian artist), who were very well-received.

Anna Hoyle also presented a paper in which she passionately
described her artistic penchant; conflating everyday suburban
accoutrements and ‘gadgetry’ with ‘exotic’ symbols and motifs that are
representative of Chinoiserie in general, and the Eastern spiritual
consciousness in particular. These otherwise incongruent objects
coexist, seamlessly fused in Anna's art, which appropriately
encapsulated the theme of the conference and, in turn, this volume.
Anna displayed, along with other works, her "pebblemix a path to
nirvana amongst other pleasurable pursuits” (ink on paper 250x76¢cm,
2004) at the conference. Two details from it are included as
appendices to her paper and a third detail lavishes the front cover of
this volume.
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Other submissions, contributed by Philip Quadrio, Brendon Stewart,
Tanja von Behrens, Vassilios Adrahtas, Marius Paul O'Shea, Laura
Markwick, John Wu, Olivia Rawlings-Way, Annabel Carr, Robert
Williams, Dominique Wilson, Carole M Cusack, Andrew Wearing,
Frances Di Lauro, Lydia Saleh Rofail, Chela Weitzel, Milad Milani,
Christopher Hartney, Vanessa Crosby and Esther Berry contemplate
the popularisation of religion and the manifestation of religion in
popular culture, examining a broad spectrum of artistic forms and
literary genres through various disciplinary prisms, all of which
coalesce to harmoniously and faithfuly embody the theme of this
volume.

The success of the conference was facilitated by the gracious
assistance of Lauren Bernauer, Katharine Buljan, Carole Cusack,
Vanessa Crosby, Frances Di Lauro, Christopher Hartney, Milad Milani,
Sarah Penicka, Tanja von Behrens, Andrew Wearring, John Wu and
Dominique Wilson.

This volume has been refereed in accordance with Department of

Education, Science and Training (DEST) requirements, and thanks are
due to the anonymous referees.

Carole M Cusack and Frances Di Lauro
September 2005
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hermeneutical origins of Persian Sufism.

viii

Contributors

Marius Paul O’Sheais a doctoral candidate in Fine Art at the
University of Newcastle. He researches the hermeneutics of the
visual image. He taught in Singapore from 1986 to 2000, first, on
the Art Elective Program, a government social engineering
experiment, then at the National Institute of Education, Nanyang
Technological University, training art teachers. Prior to working in
Singapore, he spent many years involved in art education in inner-
city London. Marius Paul O’'Shea holds a degree in Fine Art (History
of Art) as well as a Masters in Education and Mass Communication.

Philip Quadrio completed his undergraduate degree at the
University of Sydney with majors in Philosophy and Studies in
Religion. He teaches in both Philosophy and Studies in Religion at
the University of Sydney. Philip lives in the Blue Mountains with his
partner Carrol, their two children, Raeginn and Darian, and their dog
Eddie. He is completing his PhD on Kantian and Hegelian social
and political philosophy. His research interests are: Philosophical
ldealism, Social Philosophy, Epistemology, Philosophy of History,
Philosophy of Culture, Kant, Hegel, McDoweil and Idealist Ethics.

Olivia Rawlings-Way is a doctoral candidate in the Department of
Indian Subcontinental Studies at the University of Sydney. She is
researching the teachings and practices of Vietnamese Zen monk,
poet, scholar, and engaged Buddhist activist, Thich Nhat Hanh.
From the theological perspective of pluralism, Olivia is analysing
Nhat Hanh's attitude towards other religions and will visit his
meditation centre in France next year to undertake field research.

Lydia Saleh Rofail is currently undertaking a Master of Philosophy
in English at the University of Sydney. She is writing a thesis in the
area of postcolonial literature with a particular interest in
contemporary Indian literature. Lydia is co-editor of Philament, an
online journal of the arts.

Brendon Stewart contributes to the Masters program in Analytical
Psychology at the University of Western Sydney where he teaches
‘Buddhist Practice and Analytical Psychology.’ His research
encompasses Analytical Psychology, Cultural Studies, Ecological
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Americans are a free people, who know that freedom is the right of
every person and the future of every nation. The liberty we prize is not
America's gift to the world; it is God's gift to humanity.

George W. Bush

An ordering of society which relegates religion, democracy and good
Faith among nations to the background can find no place within it
for the ideals of the Prince of Peace. The United States

rejects such an ordering, and retains its ancient faith.

Franklin D Roosevelt

America is another name for opportunity. Our whole history
appears like a last effort of divine Providence on behalf

of the human race.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Introduction:

The Interplay Between the Contemporary
Sacred and Secular
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