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Features 
Religion in the Australian Media 

Questions of media control and quality have become urgent in this country. Financial 
deregulation and the spectacle of continually changing ownership of the media in stock 
market adventures have highlighted problems of editorial integrity and the threatened 
and actual loss of potentially high quality publications and programming possibilities. 

Against this background, we have witnessed constraints on public funding for ABC 
radio and television, the near demise of SBS and increasing pressure for commercial 
sponsorship to top-up declining public budgets. 

Central to all the debates are aspects of the media's relation to Australian'culture, its 
ability to shape opinion and direct or suppress discussion on crucial cultural issues. The 
place of religion iIi. our culture is one such issue, and is closely connected with matters of 
gender, race and ethnicity, dominant mythologies and the vexed question of 'Australian 
identity'. 

Contributors to this issue of the REVIEW have been asked to reflect on specific aspects 
of these complexities. Although much energy has been expended on ensuring a wide 
range of topics, attitudes and styles - personal, speculative, political/ analyti~al - it is 
clear that a future issue of the REVIEW could take up this theme again to highlight 
further points of debate and focus on other major topics. Readers are asked to notice the 
new section, COMMENTARIES, and contribute to the development of this and other 
themes. [Ed.] 

Anti-Semitism and the Media 

Rodney GouHman 

Faculty of Education and Humanities 
S.A.C.A.E. 

One of the greatest sins in Judaism is that 
of 'lashon ha ra', that is, the slander or 
perpetration of falsehoods about someone. 
And yet, because Jews have dared to 
maintain their beliefs and customs from 
antiquity to the present era, they have had 
to suffer the lash of calumny, to be the 
object of vicious mythologies, and suffer 
the ignominy of derogatory stereotyping. 
In many cases, anti-Jewish hostilities have 
had much more to do with the self-
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interests of the perpetrators than with 
Jewish practice. Indeed, anti-Judaic feeling 
played a central role and purpose in the 
development of the early Christian 
Church, which was later to have a similar 
deleterious influence on Islam in its for
mative years. When the value base of 
Western civilisation became Christian, 
anti-Jewish sentiment was culturally ce
mented, and became available to malcon
tents and propagandists to promote for 


