


























246 NOTES ON PORTLAND CEMENT.

From these experiments it would be seen that the highest result was
-obtained at twelve months with briquettes gauged with sea water and
left in air, next in order came cement gauged with fresh and placed in
sea water. From a few tests made by himself with cement mixed with

salt and fresh water, the average results were :
7 days test.

Mixed with fresh water ... «eo 460.741bs.
& PRV el S e an 493.061bs.

Mr. Faija thought that the deductions to be made from his experiments
were “that the salts in sea water have a damaging effect on cement
-gauged with sea water and afterwards immersed in either see or fresh
water ; but a beneficial one when the cement is only exposed to the
action of the -air, and further, that the same salts have a highly
beneficial effect. when acting in cement gauged with fresh water, and.
that for all marine purposes those portions of the work which are above
high water, should be gauged with sea water, while those portions which
are below the water level should be gauged with fresh water.” The
introduction of appliances and a system of testing by all the
Government departments, and the City Council had greatly improved
the quality of cement imported to this colony, and had proved a
protection to the manufacturers who would not manufacture anything
but a first-class article; while at the same time deterring some
-exporters from turning the colonies into an Imperial dust bin to shoot
rubbish into.

Mr. Fiscuer said that while he agreed in the main with the
contents of Mr. Mountain’s paper, which was without doubt a valuable
contribution to the Society’s first annual volume, he felt it incumbent
on him in common justice towards the German cement manufacturers,
—who, Mr. Mountain informed us, had of late attempted to supply the
market with adulterated cements,—to bring under the notice of the
members the following resolutions passed at the sixth general
meeting of the Society of German Cement Manufacturers, held at
Berlin in March 1883, and at which no less than 57 manufacturers of
.cement had been present, including those who enjoyed the best reputa-
tion. He thought it would be too tedious although he had no doubt
that it might prove interesting to some of the members, to enumerate
all the tests that had been made by the highest authorities, such as Dr.
Herzog, Dr. Delbruck, Prof. Bernouilly, &c., for the purpose of arriving
at -some definite conclusion on this question of adulteration. Con-
sequently he should only give a translation of the resolutions passed at



