
",,0 lM~BOVEM;E ' TS TO ~OBT'S DOCK. 

D ISCUSS ION . 

MI'. Cruickshank said on SleveJ'al oc asions t h.e 
dQ.cld.ng accoD;lmodatio.n of Sydney bad beep. prac
tU!aUy crippled by ship rtequmng heavy reo 
pair s occupying Mort's Dock for weeks to
~ther, for although we had a gra nd dock 
in t he Sut her land Dock, and a] 0 t he ol i or Fitzroy 
P ock-the t wo docks at tbe Go,ernment dock-yard
t hese were often not available, being alway used b.y 
men-of-war. Therefore, < tI shipping i increaaing a t an 
enQrmous rat e jn number and size it became absolu
teJ,y nece sal' v to do something ; so t he a.lteration and 
making and deepening of Mort' Dock had, t o a vel'y 
g reat extent, overcome the difficulty. E ight y or ninety 
pel' cent . of the shipping can be docked in t he ordinary 
way, and still a comparatively large ship can be re
pair ed in the upper port ion of the doclr, occupying it 
fill' fou r or five weeks, wit hout materia lly interfering 
with t he ordinary work. 

t t he time of peaking, there was a German man
pf-wal' in the upp I' dock, not by any mean a small 

hip, which had gon ashore on a reef in t he Islands, 
pn which a large amount of work was being done,. 
a nd the ordinary work was being carrited on 
without interferenc , while both d ocks at ockatoo l s
land were oc upied b. men-of-war. This howed t he 

b oluoo nece tty of omething being done t o meet the 
present and future requirements of ydtl'ey. H~ 

thought the aut hor had hown t hem t hat Mort's peo-
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pIe are quite up-to-date, and t hat the caissons may hoe 
worked with all confidence, and save much time com
pared wit h the primiti,e method_ As eV1erybody in 
t he 'l3hipping line seems in a confounded hurry, a nd 
M:orts' people a re docking ships day and night, an hour 
saved means som~thing_ 

The author has shown that in the construction of 
the caisson nothing has been neglected; and as we dock 
ships, as far ail appliances a t'e concerned, as h~aply 

as in other parts of the wor.ld, this necessarily causes 
work to gravitate towards Morts' Dock. Hoe had found 
the paper exceptionally inrere ting. 




