Keynote Presentation (Abstract)

DEVELOPING FINAL YEAR AND CAPSTONE
PROJECTS TO ENGAGE STUDENTS IN
RESEARCH AND INQUIRY: MAINTAINING
STANDARDS WHILE ENCOURAGING
CREATIVITY AND DIVERSITY

Mick Healey (mhealey@glos.ac.uk, www.mickhealey.co.uk)

HE Consultant and Researcher, Honorary Professor, University of Queensland, St Lucia QLD 4072, Australia

KEYWORDS: capstone projects, graduate attributes, undergraduate research

ABSTRACT

This interactive presentation will explore creative ways in which we can design final year and capstone projects which include a
significant element of research and inquiry and deliver key graduate attributes. Some departments have introduced capstone
projects in their final year courses which are innovative or creative in the context of their discipline or institution, and may
include group, work-oriented and community-based projects. There can also be novel ways of disseminating the findings — via
exhibitions, undergraduate research conferences and other forms of public engagement. The key is to develop flexible
alternatives which meet the needs of all students while maintaining comparable standards.
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