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F O R E W O R D  

The 1997 annual conference of the Association for the Study of Australian Literature 
was held at the University of New England at Armidale, New South Wales, from 27 

to 30 September. This publication is an edited record of nearly all the papers offered at 
the conference, published by ASAL for its members. The editorial panel regrets that it 
is not possible to include all the papers in this volume. 

The theme of the conference, 'Land and Identity', is well-represented in the 
keynote address by Tom Griffiths. The keynote was outstanding for its meditation on 
the 'whited-out' elements of Australian history-a phenomenon which was reprised in 
numerous offerings throughout the four days' proceedings. Papers and addresses by 
Eric Rolls, Chris Gibson and Peter Dunbar-Hall, N.E. Wright and A.R. Buck, Sandra 
Brunet, Ruby Langford Ginibi, and Sue Carson highlighted alternative readings of the 
trajectories of pastoral and settler-oriented ideologies reflected in nineteenth and 
twentieth century Australian literature. jennifer Strauss delivered the 'Dorothy Green 
Memorial Lecture' on the subject of 'In Praise of Serious Women-Mary Gilmore, 
judith Wright, Veronica Brady, Dorothy Green·, the full text of which can be found in 
the October 1997 issue of Notes and Furphies. The wealth of inter-disciplinary and 
cross-disciplinary approaches presented amply repaid the convenors' hopes for a wide
ranging interpretation of the conference theme's possibilities. 

The conference included readings by Ruby Langford Ginibi, Herb Wharton, Sophie 
Masson, Eric Rolls, jennifer Strauss, james Bradley, Gwen Kelly, julian Croft, Bob 
Herbert Hay, Robert Dessaix, Paul Carter, Morgan Yasbincek and McKenzie Wark. The 
conference also maintained the tradition of the parody night, and was well-supported 
by numerous publishers, most notably Penguin Australia, Melbourne University Press, 
and Kardoorair Press (which launched Carmel Gaffney's edition of essays on the poetry 
of Les Murray, who came to Armidale for the launch). 

We would like to thank Michael Deves for his work on these proceedings, as well 
as Anne Pender, Gargi Ganguly and Yvonne Miels for their editorial assistance, and 
Winifred Belmont for providing the cover illustration. We would like also to extend 
our thanks to all those who helped make the conference a success, including the 
Literature Fund of the Australia Council, the Department of English and Com
munication Studies of UNE, the anonymous UNE postgraduate who made a handsome 
financial donation, Liz Hicks of Dymocks Armidale book shop, the many postgraduate 
students who assisted the convenors, and the staff of the New England Regional Art 
Museum. 
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