[ iterature
Aesthetics

The Journal of the Sydney Society of
Literature and Aesthetics

VOLUME 28 2018



THE SYDNEY SOCIETY OF
LITERATURE & AESTHETICS

The Society is established to promote the study of all the arts. It encourages such
study from philosophical, psychological, sociological, scientific, historical, critical
and educational standpoints. Its membership is open to those interested from all
states in Australia as well as overseas.

HONORARY PRESIDENT: Dr Catherine A. Runcie
JOURNAL EDITOR: Prof. Carole M. Cusack

Individual hard copies of the journal issues may be purchased at a cost of $45.00
per issue. Contact: carole.cusack@sydney.edu.au






[iterature
Aesthetics

The Journal of the Sydney Society of
Literature and Aesthetics

EDITOR
Prof. Carole M. Cusack

PRODUCTION EDITOR
Dr Raphael Lataster

REVIEW EDITOR
Prof. Carole M. Cusack

EDITORIAL BOARD

Professor Rick Benitez || Emeritus Professor Paul Crittenden || Professor
Will Christie || Professor Mabel Lee || Dr Louise Marshall || Professor
Vrasidas Karalis || Dr Catherine A. Runcie || Emeritus Professor Garry
Trompf || Dr Alex Norman || Dr Elizabeth Burns Coleman || Dr Mike
Grimshaw || Dr Louise Katz || Dr Christopher H. Hartney || Dr Venetia
Robertson || Dr Raphael Lataster



[iterature
Aesthetics

VOLUME 28 2018

Table of Contents

Knowledge and Cosmos: Discovering Gnostic Tropes in Olaf
Stapledon’s Star Maker
Tara Smith 1

Fatal Contraptions, Misconceptions, and the Painful Pangs of
Parturition
Norman Simms 13

Literature and the Construction of Reality
Venkat Ramanan 67

On Authority and Freedom in the Thought of Giuseppe Rensi
Marzia A. Coltri 87

The Fourth Way: A Hazardous Path (Part 2)
Anthony Blake 101

The Heuristic Value of German Literature: The Eternal Plea for the
Relevance of Medieval and Early Modern Literature from a
Practical/Pedagogical Perspective

Albrecht Classen 157



Christ’s Parable of the Sower: Intellectual Property Rights in Gossip

and Testimony
Bruce Gardiner 193

BOOK REVIEWS 221



