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EDITORIAL 

It is with a mixture of sadness and gratitude that we note our lead-article 
to be a piece by Professor MacLaurin, whose contribution to Semitic 
Studies in this country over a considerable time has been vast. Sadness, 
because it appears after the too recent death of this fine scholar, itself 
too soon after his richly deserved retirement. Gratitude, in that we are 
able in this way to pay our small tribute to the work and person of Pro-
fessor MacLaurin, whose involvement in Religious Studies was no less 
than in Semitic Studies more widely, which he saw very much in the 
light of the former. And whether the piece here included ranks among 
his finest, it clearly indicates these involvements. 

There is more Semitic scholars in Religion Studies academies in this 
country owe to these involvements than they may ever realize, or 
acknowledge. It is interesting in this light to note that four other con-
tributors to this issue are from Australian academies, or were - Alan 
Unterman, an Australian now in Manchester; David Trigger (once in 
Darwin, now in Queensland); and Smolicz and Crotty (both, Adelaide). 

You will note we have developed our evolving policy of devoting 
most issues to a single theme or tradition, a step further, by acknowledg-
ing the contents- Judaism- on the cover. We have been fortunate in 
getting so many high-quality pieces so readily together, as Judaism is 
notoriously poorly served in the pages of most Religion journals. The 
journals can't be blamed; the pieces, we have discovered, simply aren't 
forthcoming. We hope this issue redresses things a little. 

For those with an eye to the future, our next issue (Vol. 4, No. 1) will 
be devoted to Mysticism. 
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