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Wrongly, perhaps, on some views, though plausibly on others, the greatest 
threat to the flourishing of religion in our times has been thought to be "the 
secular". We use the term advisedly, for, as those contributing to this issue 
make clear, important distinctions are lost if we ignore the different grammar 
our language gives to the terms "secular", "the secular", "secularization". For 
certainly in one sense, "the secular" must be thought of as opposed to 
authentic religion - the sense in which it merely means "the profane", our 
worldly contrast to "the sacred", in the twosome so much spoken of in our time 
by Mircea Eliade. But in this sense, there always has been " the secular", and 
that it stands opposed to "the religious" is a formal fact which likewise always 
has been with us. Nothing at all "modem" or "contemporary" here. 

The problem which many see as "modern", or much of our times in some 
new way - though, we wonder - is "secularization", a term some use as 
simply synonymous with "modernization". As Margaret Chatteljee 
demonstrates, this link is misleading, and finally wrong; modernization is 
merely what's happening to us, today, to make us what we are, differently from 
what we were. That is, to make us in many ways a brand new kind of creature. 
("Modernity" is not, for instance, a synonym for "contemporary".) The 
question whether this new creature leaves much to be desired, and how, if he 
does, he does, is the question philosophers of modernity should be facing. 

But "secularization" is not quite this; or at best, it is only a part of this. And 
the question as to whether it flouts the best interests of man's religiosity need 
not be the same question as to whether Modernity does so. Secularization is 
"the process by which the nature and spheres of politics and education (and 
culture) are separated from religion and are thus defined in relation to it" , in 
the words of Professor Saran in this issue. And if one views it, further , as "the 
modern expulsion of the transcendent from the ground of knowledge", in the 
words of another contributor, Professor Arapura, clearly it becomes a deeply 
real challenge to the life and health of man and his religion. 

It is these issues, intermingling "Modernity" with "the secular", and 
"secularization", that contributors to this number are much concerned about. 
And two facts are stunning: that none of these authors were asked to write 
about these matters, a fair witness enough to their force on the minds of 
present-day religionists. Clearly these questions are much vexing, and very 
present real ones; as anyway anyone who bothers earnestly these days to 
immerse himself in matters religious would surely agree they must be. The 
squeeze at least of Modernity is felt nowhere more acutely than in religion; or 
at least, in the ways and places man still tries to be religious. 

But perhaps more striking is the fact that every single offering here is about 
the impact of secularization, not on Western communities expressing their 
religiosity, but quite squarely on Eastern ones, and most notably (though not 



only) on the Indian. We are accustomed to finding 'the secular" making its 
presence abundantly f'cll, almost gargantuan ly, in the West. We little realize 
quite how much this also is true of the East. Or if we do - pointing to China, 
and recently "Communist" countries - India at least, we often feel , remains 
not nearly so troubled. India often seems at least a little haven for those who 
find Modernity even, perhaps ' the ecular" a scourge. We believe it still is to 
some extent, though perhaps less o than once it was. Nothing escapes the 
Twentieth Century - a rather important platitude. The analytical implications 
of this for India and Japan in a histori.caJ perspective are analyzed by Prof. F. 
J. Streng and Prof. Kitagawa respectively. 

It is clear we must take much account in our programmes of education of these 
very present facts of' the secular" and "secularization" - as Professor Burke's 
description of the teaching vision at Temple well illustrates. Brietly, to survive 
and do forcefully, religion too must face our Age, and live quite squarely within it. 
Much perhaps will have to change; but part of the trick will be its preservation in 
these new terms so that only these terms are new. 


