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This Number of Religious Traditions covers the 
years 1984-1986 comprising Volumes 7-9 and brings 
it up-to-date. 

The period has not been a happy one. Not only 
did we lose Ian Kesarcodi-Watson, my colleague and 
co-founder of this journal, but some members of our 
editorial board also passed away. These include eminent 
scholars like Professors A.L. Basham and P.C. Craigie, 
and most recently, Mircea Eliade. If, despite these 
setbacks, the journal continues to appear, it is due 
to the generous assistance the journal has received 
from several sources. Support from the Charles Strong 
Memorial Trust allowed work to commence on this 
volume. It has now been brought to successful fruition 
especially through the munificence of the James 
Macartney Hill Bequest, received through the 
Department of Religious Studies of the University 
of Sydney. We are deeply grateful for their help which 
now enables us to place this born-again journal in your 
hands. 

A.S. 
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