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There arc not 10 mony lournals promocing • studyol rclfgon tl,.tone more Is too many. The dis<lpllnels 100 recent of 
orrivaJ In our o<ademies (or that . This bespcdally so in AustraliR w!w:re the discipline is just beginning. Hence, an initinl 
need for a forum for scholau ln Religion. as distinct. $1ly, from Theology or Philosophy, here In Austr lio, is plain to sec 
-the need nny academic comn111nlty with definable boundariesolllll<rest, even per hops. of geography, h .. for a venue 
through which creative exchange may h3ppen In print. No $UCh forum or venue exi u In Au>lmiia, und thiJ Journal hopes 
in some measure to provide one. 

Naturnlly. contributions from plnecs other thnn thi$ one will be eiiCOU"'8Cd, Indeed , w ught. There could be no other 
way tO promote • more wide undcrstonding ol Religion in Austrnlia.chan this. TheJoumoJ,In Other word!, chough on"ant 
in pnn to be the product of a need felt among Australian "religiooisu", mu51. by dine of that very foot, tAke hs plncc 
beside Other lncernoclonal Journals in the field. 

The title i$ Indicative of a ccrcoin stre5S - tho desire of the cdlt<n to provide n venue for a wider undc<Sianding of 
RoligioUI knowl•dgo. of, ch11t is. the "tMilh" or "wisdom" Religions seck to convey. Mnny Jr•urnal• pride themselves on 
their stnndard or sch lnrly ••cell en co. ond ole en, it would appear, on thnt Rlonc. Our hope is. whilst sacrificing nothing of 
substance in scholarship. nonccheless to produce, Indeed. PfOmotc $0methlng more - writlnll$ which , in ,being rend, 
effectively Jtimulntc insight. We express this hope to Indicate our enrncst policy or producing something thnc matter$. 
ond not yet another place for scholarly self·lndulgoncc. We re C<Jn<Jerncd. in other words. not merely with knowledge of 
religion, but as much with religious knowledge. 
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The articles in this second issue of Religious Traditions (which also 
includes book-reviews for the first time), are not confined to those 
presented at a conference, as was the case with the first issue, although 
the paper on the Hermeneutics of Religious Experience is an enlarged 
version of one delivered a! a plenary session of the second annual con-
ference of the Australian Association for the Study of Religions. More by 
happy accident than by desi.gn, most of the papers in this issue seem to 
verge or converge on the theme of hermeneutics, both in its general and 
special aspects. While two papers, those by Guenther and Nasr, deal 
specifically with questi ns of i.nterpretingaspects of Buddhist and Islamic 
religiosity, the paper by Klaus Kloslermaier seems to provide an inter-
pretation of the interpreters themselves. 

Now one point which often emerges either by implication or ex-
plication in these studies, is the significance of observer participation. 
At least in part this is what Geoff Hughes, a radio-reporter , tried to achieve 
by immersing himself among the celebrants of the birthday of at 
Vrndavana. True to our promise of treating religion as something vibrant 
and alive and not defunct and dead (which scholarship may have murdered 
to dissect) we begin this issue with snippets from a radio broadcast 
made on from Vrndavana and follow it up with a piece on 

which was broadcast along with it. 


