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AIMS AND OBJ:GCTIVES Bditorial 

First editorial task is to express very sincere thanks to the 
three people - John Baxter, Doug Nicholson , and Dave Cohen - who so 
kindly helped ~ ith the distribution of the first issue of this publiC 
ation. Their help wa s very greatly appreciated . 

Thanks too, to those who have expressed interest in "Sc e.nsion". 
The interest, whethe r it be amusement, agreement or disag reement, is 
eminently welcome , mo re particularly if you care to take the time and 
trouble to commit it to paper. 

A little more now on the idea behind "Scansion" and its aims. 

Firstly, the editor is under the quite strong impression that 
a very large percentage of the readers of imaginative/speculative 
fiction are people over 20 - in many cases in their 30's or 40's - and, 
in the main, not terribly interested in the inanities of the usual run 
of the mi ll fan magazine, but who, none the less, have some very g ood 
ideas and interesting points of view - if only they c a n be encouraged to 
express them - and it is to such people that "Scansion" looks for 
support. 

"Scansion" t h erefore, will not publish letters as these 
generally tend to have so few grains of Wisdom among the abundance of 
verb al chaff that they are almost invariably a waste of time a nd space. 
So, if you have a vie wpoint to present in this publication, present it 
in article form. Objective article form. 

Neither will fiction be published. Th is i s properly the 
province of the professional magazines . Amateur fiction is generally 
just that - amateur! If you have a story s e nd it to Gold, Campbell, or 
Carnell. Not to us. Prof essional success may not be a good criterion 
of literary merit but it is a reasonably good rule of thumb. 

1 . 
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"Scansion" at the moment , is pu r ely an ex::;>eriment with u. 
projected limited life-span. If it is to continue, it mu st have material , 
mate rial of the highest pos s ible quality. The first few issues will, 
naturally, oontain material that is of a lower quality than the ultimate 
aimed for, mainly in order to get the magazine going, but as we progress, 
the quality of the material must be improved or else there is no pOint in 
publishing . "Sc ansion" does not ai m to publish rubbish. 

Editor. 

SYDNEYS IDE . E ews . Views. Comments . 

The next meeting of TH£: TUES DLY N'I G-HT GTI OU..2 will be on 5th July. 

The first meeting of THE TUESDAY IJ IGHT GHOUP , 
people, took p lace on the evening of Ma y 3rd. 
reminiscent of the hey-day of the Sydney S .F. 

attended by nine 
An enjoyable time, 

group, fOllowed. 

There seems to be a most regretable upsurge of To wn versus Gown 
feeling geing on in Sydney at the present time. ~art of the blame 
at least must be attached to the hysterical rot poured out by one 
of the afternoon newspapers and its Archon Basileus/~ontifex 
Maximus wh o has several ti mes been given rather rough treatment by 
Sydney Unive r sity students. 

Anyone with an interest in poetry is recommended to visit the 
Poet ry Society of New South Wales . 217a George street, Sydney. 
P hone 27 - 3555. 

Seems to me about time somebody took the trouble t o co llect and 
pub lish some of the better maunderings of Alexande r McDonald, the 
well known Tele g rap h, radio, T .V. critic and columnist. Here is 
one p otential subscriber to such a book. 

The Ian Driscoll dynastic foundation stone has been laid. A girl, 
Tanya. 

There was a young lady named Ran s om, 
Who was ra p ed seven times in a hansom, 
Wh en she cried out for more, 
Came a voi ce from the floor, 
The name, madam, is S imv son, not Samson. 

Recommended boo k : -

Anon. 

"ADVENTURES /ITH THE MI SS I NG LI NK ." 
by Raymond A. Dart and Dennis Graig . 
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E ' D;;:::'E~ : CE OF "IDIOCY" . 

That's a very aggressive little publication you have there, Mr. 
Burke . Very pugnacious ; very "Look here - I ' m a force to be reckoned 
wit h" . i f you f 0 11 0 1/1 me . The 0 b v i 0 u sin ten t i s t 0 s t i r u:p a s t 0 rm 0 f 
interest with your first issue, and I can't say I blame you for your lack 
of subtlety.in the manner with which you achieved this end . The iconoclasm 
o f Sc a nsion Uew Series One at least gives notice that you have entered 
the lists, and this in itself is some sort of warped victory . It took me 
f o ur issues to attain recognition among the circle of people I wished to 
interest , although I fancy the giants of fandom a re a trifle mo re critical 
than your reading ;'1ub lic . !?e rsona.l views on the fi tting fate of §~?-nsion 
a s ide, I wish you luck in your intellectual revival of Sydney science 
f icti o n activity - the cause is good, but the prognosis ... . well, I don ' t 
like to discourage you, so I ' ll refra in from comment. 

Of course, one of your first targets is the more fli,pant branch 
o f fandom, wi th particular reference to the 't' jargon" of that field ' s 
inhabitants . It has become fashionable of late, among the Sydney sf crowd 
a t least, to indulge in this type of mud - slinging, mainly, it would seem, 
in an effort to distract attention f ro m the considerabl y g rubby vestments 
o f th o se throwing abuse. Not , mind you , that I find criti c ism, even 
se v ere dest r uctive criticism, a bad thing, but I feel that such comment 
should be based, at least partly, on current fact and some knowledge of 
the issues involved . In this case, however, the information on which the 
r emarks are founded is out - of-date, not wholly acc urat e and at times 
downright incorrect . 

Wha t do you know about fandom, ~r . Bu rke? Have you read any 
f anzines lately? I doubt it . 9.~i":ptUlT!, pe rha ) s, and maybe ~~~9.:..n.! and 
Etl:l~line . Vhe re in these public a tions is the "puerile, irritating and 
infantile" jargon you despis e so much? A close reading of current issues 
of these magazines fails to reveal anything but readab le English,. even if 
it is sometimes grammatically d ubiOUS , an d I can assure you the same is 
t rue of all overseas ~ublications , nith the possible exception of New 
Zealand fandom ' s more uninhibited efforts. Fannish jargon, if it ever 
eXisted (which I am inclined to doubt) is now so esoteriC, a~~arently, 
tha t even the fans don ' t ~now about it! 

~c tually , the ' jargon ' o f wh ich you s g eak so harshly is nothing 
more than a handful of fannish ' technic a l' terms for wh ich there are no 
English equiv8.1ents . Ly ' zine Qua!:!,tum is, I feel, a fair eX c m') le of 
current fan,ubbing (Oh, I beg your ~ardon - that's short for fan publish 
ing - dig?) - let ' s take my current issue - Uo.7 - an d see wha t "Odd , 
half incomprehensible" fannish terms we can find. First, there ' s 'fanzine' 
- self-expla natory, I hope. "Serconfan" - we ll, there, I admit, is a 
slightly more involv e d word. It stands fo r S~r.ious Constructive r an, and 
is a useful contraction used to describ e that strange dedicated character 
who d r ifts from fanzine to fanzine and organization to organization, 
wr iting about sf, talking about sf, reading about sf, but seldom seeming 
to enjoy or se e any future for sf. BNF - the initials of Big Name Fan -
again se l f - e xp lnnatory, I thin.: . And, so far as I can see, that ' s the lot . 
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Of course, there a re in use other phrases and words which may 
t end to confuse the neophyte, but one picks them up with a minimum of 
pain . Chief among these are the nicknames and impedimentia of certain 
well known BNF ' s - strange hi e rogly]hs like Vin~ for Vincent Clark. WAW 
for WaIter A . Willis. BoCh for Bob Shaw a nd the deca)italised damon 
knight . One doesn't have to use these pseudonyms if not inclined to, 
b u t they do add a little colour to one ' s conv e rsation, a n d are handy 
c ontractions . Of course they are probably vOintless, but are they a ny 
less valid than Theoto lc oyuli' s ·'E l Greco"? Allow us our li ttle jol{es, 
Mr. Burke - the f e n is, by na ture, a ha)py soul. 

Which brings us to the vital question " What is a fan?" Briefly. 
I feel one of these strEJ. l1ge creatures (of which I G. m a - fair exa mple) is 
a pe r son who is interested in amateu~ journalism and publishing, ha s a 
taste for the bizarre i n a rt, humour a n d literature a nd a flair for 
writing, drawing or some other field . I know the t e r ms of reference are 
narrow indeed, but when one considers the memb ership of the a vera ge sf 
group, it is surprising ho w ma ny :g er s ons of the type I describe c ~ n be 
found . Th e reason is obvious . Sci en ce Fiction draws a p a rticula r type 
of person t o its following - imaginative, above average in intelligence, 
b ro ad - minded . Those who do not p ossess all the a bove qualities (if they 
~ qualities) will sooner or later be driven a way from sf by a story 
they dislike . a genera l sla ckening of interest or just pl a in bafflement . 
The others remain and, bec a us e of the p ro )ensity of the sf reader to 
discuss his often - rather - far - out ideas. usually gr a vit a te into clubs or 
groups of 'some sort, wh ere they c a n tallc, debate, a rgue or harangue, as 
the mood tak e s th e m, in the compa ny of others with the same affliction. 

Discussion of the sort usu a lly found in th e s moke-filled air 
of an sf club room is esoteric, h a nging to the bounds of fact with only 
a thin thread of logiC, a nd it ' s inevit a ble t ~ a t thi s const a nt assa ult 
o n the accepted ideas which everybody has firmly esta b lished in his mind 
must in time have a drastic effect on the entire thinking p rocess of the 
keen reader a n d t a lker. This a lt e r a tion does not apply only to the 
acce~ted views on sci e ntific ma tters - it ext e nds to th e whole stock of 
facts ( 0???) which we build up during our education a nd formative years , 
and tends to make one re - ex a mine his ideas on more than one subject. 
With many peopl e , of course, this rea ppraisa l ma y ma ke no more t h a n an 
inner realignment, a sort of mental stock t a king a n d spring cle a n, but 
there are others to whom the effect extends f a r dee p er. and whose whole 
outlook is subtly a ltered to wa rds the ima ginativ e . Whe n t h is happens, 
a fan is born . 

Old standards of humour. conv e rsation an d entert a inme nt no 
longe r seem s a tisfactory, but others are not readily av a ila bl e . Usu n llj , 
this results in the transformation of a k e en club member into a morose 
and rathe r peculiar ' nut ' , or his comp lete defection from the group, 
often followed by a triu m7 h a l reappe a rance and reams of badly duplicated . 
twaddle in the sha pe of His First Fn nzine . Fnnnish actiVity - fana c for 
short - is no more than a sort of do - it - yourself entertainme nt, in which 
the audience tailors the show to suit itself. Of course, this ~a rticular 

mo tivation does not remain always the most imp ortant one in n f a n ' s hobby 
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activitics . 2e rh2}s he will be intri g u ed by the ~ub li shing side o f the 
me tter, ~nd try to ] roduce a fanzine in wh ic h the i m,eccab l y photolithed 
pages , ex ::. ctly trimmec't c.;\d s t e. pled., to some extent make up for the 
d u bi ou s qu a li ty o f the mc teri Gl J ubli shed t he reo~ . ~g2 in, he ma y find 
correspon den ce wi th ot her f ans of fa ~ mor e i nterest and so aban don his 
pu bb li ng career . Or maybe thc ' collecting bug wi ll ~ t nke him and he 'l l 
spend time, mon ey ~nd s~eat on ac cumuln t i ng the l~ rg est si ng l e ru n of 
s ome unr eadcble tattered pu 1 2 , or d rool ~dori ng l y over a maga zi n e tha t 
seems to hE. v e b€ c n 1rinte d b y as ti gm~ tic typesett e rs o ~ lo w- q u c lity 
blotting ~a]e r, c nd illustr&ted by an i ~iot wi th dangerous sexua l 
i n cli m'. tions . 

S o, n ext ti me the urge h it s yo u, Mr . ~ urke, s t ay that s li me 
slingi ng h a nd anh il e befo re you onc e aga i n desecrate the fair f a ce of 
f ~ ndom . ~onder " het he r even the most i ncomyrehens i b l e and i di otic piece 
of f a npubb ing i s any wor se than the ~by sma ll y illog ic a l a lcoholic 
rambli ngs o f Hr. ~oyce ~il l i ams Gnd h is my th0 7a eic mumbling , Gn d ~hethe r 

the p ov e:c ty-ri dden aspe ct of §S2.nsi.s>n i s D.ny l ess um~ ·':ge tiSiI'. g than the 
mons ters on 9:~f:~1 ~_um~ covers. There i s n lot to be s a i d for t hf'. t 01 d 
f ant ~ sy book in wh ich s omeb o dy orders "Let he who i s without s i n c es t the 
first stone . " 

------_ .. _-- .-

John ~~,-:: rtin ~jaxt er . 

29, Gordo n ~load , 

Do wr a l. S . W. 

The o the r day I was f ort unate en ou gh to p r e v a il on B gen tlema n , 
who m I kn o w o n ly sli ght l y, to l end me some of the Buck ~[ o g ers co mics tha t 
he h ~s collect ed and had b ou nd . ~ o ge rs was my i ntroducti o n to sc ience
fiction, and o ve r the years I have rep a i d the n eg l ected }hili :9 F r ancis 
~o wlan by defending h i s creatiJn aga inst the g r a tuitou s s neers o f s tuf fe d
shirt s and co mic-haters . 

Th oug h this str ip d id n ot a tt emp t the sub l eties o f the s o ph ist 
ic a t ed h u mo rou s comics "D<.'. r nr:.by·1 or ".'o g o", i t was ::'11 out s t iJ.nd i ng n. dve nt 
ure stri p , a nd is wor th considering i n det~i l BS s ci en ce - fic t ion . : ~ w l ~n , 

a nd Di c l~ Cc, l k ins I wh o el r e1, the st rip, , resonte d mor e "humi":n" ,e o),1lo th o. n 
many high l y re garded SF stories o f the t h i rt i es , the Ch il d i shness of some 
of their pe tt y motivo tions p rovi d ing, i n fac t, a _ l eas a nt reli ef f ro m the 
pure st a inless her o es of the worl d - wreck ing spa c e - opera s -- a cl~ss of 
s ci ence - f i cti on i nto wh i ch mos t o f the ao ~e r s Saga f its i n pe r fect comf ort. 

The c h~rB cter usu a l l y most i nadequately )resen te d in works of 
thi s k in d is th e hero -- and this app li ed to a oge rs -- but he s till 
e me rg es ns much more a pe r s o n t h C.i1 :C imb a ll i: i n nison 0f the " Le:1S" epics , 
or John St a r of "Th e Leg io n o f Spr:. c e" . ',>/e need no t speak of Hawk Ca r se or 
Cap t c. i n I'uture. Be sides c h[l.racte riz c.t ion , th e ·'fu tur e science" an d t he 
plotting If th e str i p we re f o il' a v e r age quali ty oy the stn ndards of 
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magazine science - fiction of the time -- ~nd I am allowing a s9read o f 
some years, b ec~use I am not too sure wh en the strip first a ppeared; 
s o mewhere a)out 1935, I think, a lthough I c 2 nnot recall a mention of it 
in SF magazine letter column s before <.b out 1938 -- due ma inly, I think, 
to the f a ns looking down their noses E t tbis .f juVe n ile picture - story" . 

Of course your a ttitude to so mething li ke this depends on 
what you treat it a s, an d my ~ttitud0 to it today i s i n terms of two 
v a lues. I fi nd I can still be entertained by followin g tbe effort s of 
Bucle End :/{i l Da to bring ::an e ['.nd .• rdc.l 2. to ju s tice \'Jh ile fighting off 
interference from Eong ol's , iiarti ans , ". ste':'ites l:nd others, c.,n d recen tly 
tho roughly enjoye d a seque il ce I h ad Dot reGd when , aged ten to fourteen, 
I re e d Gost of the s ag~ , :]u t doing i h i s r equ ires sus~en di ng a lot o f 
the norma l critic 2 1 ha~its of readi ng -- ju st a s ~i ndf ng e ~ joym ent in 
conte mp orGry magazine science - fiction does, 

The other st andard I a~ply is, loo k ing bac" to the time n ogers' 
advantures u ere D]p e a ring , a judgrl1e:1 t o f t he ir inf luenc e o n the peo p le 
wh o read them . ~h is influence ~ns co m~lex . It varied from creat ing 
the attitude tha t a ll scienc e fiction belonged i n the comiC S a nd was 
s omething you should g ro w out of a t ab out the ag e when you CDn face p a ges 
of unillustra ted text, to stimula ti ng a l as ting interest in and af fection 
for science - fiction. This was the influence it had on me, and on a 
number o f other science - fiction e n thusi a sts I h a ve corre sp o nded vith a nd 
spolcen to. 

The early stri;;> was conscie nt ious i n it s "science " . ' :oners, 
thou Zh pr~sent, were not frequent, and much o f the ge dget ry was worked 
out with a c a re an d consiste ~ cy thnt woul & d o cr edit to a H2. 1 Clement. 
The story fol lo wed the conve n tion tha t ~a v e Victory to t h e a ntagonist 
wh o wns DOSt scientifically advanced, thoug h this was s ometi me s ob s cure d 
by the seconda r y convention thr t t he ~ri n cipa l op p one nts mu st occasio n 
a lly slu~ it out toe to toe . Years I nte r, the comiC grew very c a rel ess 
v/ ith its "future science" notions, .:la ny o f which must have s truck ev e n 
very young re 2de rs as 7 1 0 i n silly , but I s u s~ ect tha t the sequences t ha t 
were so :.,. oor in this re gard were "posthumous " as fp, r as .. ' owl a n, wh o died 
in 1 940, was concerned, and the f Ge t tha t n pa ~ t f ro m this t hey still 
c a rry a lot of the atmosphere of the e a rlier s tory s ugg e s ts t ha t Dic k 
Calkins co n tributed more to th e co mic th~n is ge nera lly reco gn i se d. 

Buck a o ge rs trDnsfe~red t he conventions c nd outlook of the 
better class of " c, dventure s cie n ce fiction" of t he thirties to the "comic 
strip" medi urn in C'. true re 2,) resentat i ve m&.nner . Its contem::: or a ry 
detractors saw q uite i magina ry superiority in the maga zine science 
fiction of the time, and todny ' s critiCS, in comparing it to l a ter more 
sophistic a ted SF , eX J ect too much of it . Its intellectua l level was that 
of the magazines SF then being publ i shed and as a n a ns n er to g enera lized 
sneering at comic s as such is still f a r su?erior to any tr ea t ment of a 
SCience fiction the me tha t we have yet had fro m ~ ollywood. 

Doug. ~ichol s on, 

24 ,'la rren Ho ad , 
Dou b le Bay. 
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o. 'r o~~ Q:;" •• :t ILL. 
or 

To be on top o f a hill rnd gaze up at the clouds' 
~olling ov e r ~nd over li ke the h~ ir o'er t he face 
of a nYD~h in th e Wiil~ , 

P r o jecting my ~ 1nd farthe r and deepe r until 
At l as t the clou ds c aress me li lce the h r. _l(.'I. o f < . lov er 
1hen ~Ds8ion win s out ~ ith re as o n . 
Le t tae world dr ift · ')y - :{or here D"! I 
In the centr e , at the s t ar t pe r haps but kn o wing ever 
Tha t soo n , so very s oon there ' ll be an en d . 
Love, love and h~ te ho w strong these ) a ss io ns a re 
5 0w li ttle d o we kilo\'/ of t he n c.no. how mu ch of c, s t a r 

To love a nd not be loved, 
What ag ony , wha t ~a i il , what damn frustr a tion! 
So o n ce aga in I'll lie on to p o f tha t hill 
i. nd there in me ;,! Ory or in dream wi ll dl'illk 
From the h and of the woma n I will lov e 
The worl d g o es on aga in and still I ~m there 
In the r" iddle . 2;o w turni ng th is way c n d t hF. t 
Loo !~ing for nhLt - I kn ow n ot . 
~ ut come o n e day I shall gras~ it pe r h a ps 
And then I ' ll kn ow . 
The t h in~s o f 8 3 n Oil earth so unre a l n o w 
The wind, the sun , r a i n &nd s n o w I kn o w you all 
r or we hav e met before. 
~u t the woman I love ha ve I n ot met 
Though I kn ow her we ll and long 
Se archi r~ . Searchin; f or t ha t s omet hing i mDort a l 
- Th e pot of g ol d - T h e CU D 0 ; life : ro m n hich 
~ll ~~n wh o lives must drink a n d fin i sh . 
!~n d so I bury my se lf, beyon d tae reach o f u or t u l ma n. 
I kno ~ t he re is bu t o ne saviour f or t h i s drowni ng soul 
The wo man , e g irl I love, des ire 
F or a ll must love or per ish 
The touch o f her h a nd more prec iou s to me 
Tha n g ol d or silver or j ade 
1~ n dye t - q ui t e v' 0 r t h I e s s to t has e l-! h o le n 0 Vi he r n ot . 
~erhaps i n time - bu t wh a t i s time 
S a ve a cre a t ion of ma n tha t he ma y kil OW 
When to start and wh e~ to en d his work , h i s ) l a y , his mor r ow, 
b ver does he count and s o do I each s ec on d 
Ls it fleets a f a r, forever to be lo st . 
;!a s it \Je ll spent? 
If not t h en s i t <'.:l.d weep , or 'l i e 
On top o f a hill e nd lov e , and then to sle~p. 

,~ ei th :-:: . Smith. 
8 ;_ u 1 d _'. v en u e I 

E Cls t wood . 

7 . 
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Of ~l l the questions tha t exercise the minds of the intelligent 
~nd r easonably informed the one of whet~er or not there is other 
intellig ent li fe in the universe i s ~rob~b l y the Gost wide s]re ~ d an d, in 
mc,:lY ways the mos t :)er:;:lex i :1g c-nd frustr 2. ti"\g . '.I'he c uthor hus t o- ken pc.rt 
i n Tlany conversa tions an6 a r guments on this subject a ~d i e we ll anere of 
the m c. ~y a rguments 9ro n~ d con - ~Qrticu l nrly con . 

~et, despite this, there is c very att~Bcti ve line of reasoning 
t h 3. t 1 e ads ' .. 1 m 0 s tin v v. r i c. b 1 Y tot h c c 0 i1 C 1 u s i 0 [1. t h B t the rei s [',1 m 0 s t 
cert ~ inly other intelli ~e n t li fe in th~ univer s e . 

. To begin ,I i th , even if . we CUl see th l. t onl y CO ty::?e suns a re 
likely to h~v~ p l a nets -- ~~ d this is ~ fair l y li~eral concession -- the 
number of such suns throughout the u n iverse would be of a very l arg e 
order indeed. To further co n cede t hu t only a small perccn t Rg e of such 
su~s u ould h~v e ec.rth - ty?e p12 ne ts is reasonaD le enough, but leads 
i ne vit~~ly to t h e question of just how earth-l ike doe s a planet h a ve to 
be to pro duce life. ( .~ s distinct fro m intel li gent life) 

The r n nge here may be very bro ad i ndeed ~nd it wil l not be 
settled s at i sfa ctorily, in a ll probrbi li ty , until m~n ach ieves space 
trave l (if then) or, ~et t e r yet , inter ste ll c. r tra vel . 

There is a theory -- quite n lo g ic a l one really -- th~ t earth , 
to be .: in \.' i th hed. L hydrogei1 - meth , ne - ;::r·Jli1 Oi.1.L at ::JOs ;:1e re simi l a r - exce:!?t 
in densit y - to the atmo s)here of the s o c o lled g as g i ants. JU::? iter, 
Saturn , etc. Over n very long ? eri od -- still f a irly indefinite -- this 
atm osphere ha s been e x t ensi v ely mo dified by a number of fact or s to its 
present st a~ e , an d is constan tl y ~eing f urther mo t ifie d by humnn 
ac tiv ity . 

Just ho \"! much 
iCLl c.ct i vi ties ~~l.d ho w 
(particula rly p1 2nts) i 

of t h i s modification h~ s b een c a used by g eolo g 
much by t he acti viti es of va rious li:e forms 

Q ma tter of conjocture, but it seems f a irly 
c e rt a in tha t a t d ifferent geo lo gic ~ l ti mes the earth had quite sUbst c. n 
ti a lly dif fe rent atmospheres , ~ltered quite suddenly a nd d r as tic c. lly 
from time to ti me by such things as s udd~n , viole ~ t n nd wite - spread 
out b r ea~s of volc nnic ~ ctivity~ 

In cidently , it i 8 i n tere st in g to s~eculate th~t Venus may we ll 
be ~~ examp le of a ~l anot goi~g th ro ugh a p roc e ss of a t mos phere modific 
ation . Desp ite the lc.c k of evidence and t he co nt radiction s of opinion 
and s o called findings , there is a possi b ility t~~ t here we h a ve a~ 

a t mosphere slowly being modified by ge olo g ic a l a ction c. nd the a ctivity 
o f very pr i mitive li fe fo r ms . 

-..ife, once e s t 2.b lis:1ed, v'l oul d see '! to 'oe a very ha r dy thing 
and ca pable of an a l r1 0st infinite se ri es of mo ~ i f ic ~t io ns an d adap tions. 
The biologists truism th~ t a ll life on ear t h could h a ve origina ted with 



SC ,::SIo rI . 9. 

o ne ce l l g ive s p Oint to t 'l is . ? ro m o ~c cell to the multi y li c ity o f 
v~rying ly co mp l ex orgc nl sms t h t hc v e e xi s t e d t h= ou ~h out geolo ~ ic i l tim e s 
to the :p resent! 

'1'0 su :"g e s t thc. t t he r e i s r.. sor t o f 1 Gr ''',l O. ")1;.",:1 ' 'beh in d ~h e 

e v o lution~r y ~ rocess Roul d be ri d i cu lou s . = o ~e v er , it i s no t unr ecs o n 
s b l e t o sugg e s t t ~u t the r e 1D' o n l y ~ v ery limit ed nurn)er o f c o r r ec t 
a ns rofe rs to the 2r O ~) l eE1s of suc c essfu l ') iolo g i c ~' l ' e ngLleer i ng '. Th i s i s 
we ll i llustra te d , f or eJ,,-ra :;'11 e , h~r the fc. ct t'1[C t i n i~ ll :;he ',l il l io 11S o f 
y ee rs of evolution ther e i s , see,ning l y , n o i r;lp rov e "1 ent 0 ,1 , or ge tti ng 
~uc y i ro m, the ?e nt a d a cty le li mb . This limb wit h it s f i ve d i g it t l 
ex t rem i ty s e e~s to be , i n s om e f orm or ~u o the r, & ' u n i ve rs a l const~n t ' , 

a t l east , a s f a r a s ~art h i s c o nce r n e d . 

• 
This exa m? le ~ud nu merou s o the r s , wi t h '?h ic h s p r c e d o es n ot 

pe r mi t me t o d e d I , l e n d q uite a s tro ng s u gges tio n o f i ne vlt a~i lity to th e 
e v o l ut io n a r y p rocess. 

The t emp ti ng conclu s io n one 
21i en li fe f o r ms -- i f a ny -- will b e 
v e ry l i t t le d i ff e r e nt fro m eart h li fe 

t ends to re ach f ro m th i s , is t h a t 
e co g~ i ~abl~ an i ~2 1 ~nd , pos s i b ly , 

f orms. Sp e cie s will p rob a bl y be 
i n t e lligen t i n v a rying de g r ees . T~ e ~ e i s n o g u a r Ln tee tha t domi nan t 
l i fe fo r ms will b e hum~n oi d , b ut i t mi g h t be ~ g ood b e t tha t t h ey will, 
at leas t, be P ri~~ te s . 

If t h er e i s oth er i n t e lli gent li f e i n the u nive r se , as th er e 
co u l d q uite e as ily be , ju s t h ow s i mila r ~ oul d it be to o u r s , and ho ~ 
s i mile. r the i n telli g e n ce ? 'oul d e x t r a - te r res tri <> ls be d i fferei1t ly 
i n te llig e n t to us ? -- s o d i f;e r ent l y i n t e lli gen t t ~a t we mi gh t fa il 
c om~ l ete ly to reco gn i se t h eir i l1te lli ~ er ce. 

lI e r e it i s usua l t o .2S~{, "i f t h er e i s o the r i n t el li gen t life i n 
the u jl iv e r se, why hav e v:e n ot been CO "l t c-. c t e o.?" T,h e re a r e L1 nu me r a bl e 
a ns wers to th is que st io n and pro b~ bl y a ll equ ~ ll y v a li d or i n va lid. If 
it c o me s to th~ t , ~'Ihy ha v en ' t "e c o nt,,'. ct e d the m? 

Curr e ntly the r e i s c, "li s t e ,o,ing" sea rc h being m,'.de by r z:d io 
t e l escop e L 1 t~1e Ul' ited St ctt es t o see i f it i s p o ssib l e to p ic '-\: u p r:. n y 
thing r e se mbling a rtifici a l s i gn~ ls c.n: ongs t ~he t o r c en t of s ol a r n Oi ses , 
the t n o st a r s c h o se n for th i s se~rc h be i ng Ta u Ce ti -nd ~ E ri d~n i . 

Ch~n c es o f s ucc ess a re ~ro bab ly r emot e , f or, a ft e r nl l, h ow li k ely wo u ld 
it be for extr a - t e r res tri a l s to ?i c k u ~ r zndo m e a rth b roadc as t s over a 
goo d mz:n y l i g ht y ea rs? ~o t v e ry like ly , e v e n wit h e x t r eme l y s en s itiv e 
de t ec t ors . Mu ch mor~ sen s i t i v e de t e ctor s t han we hc v e D v ~ il nbl e . One 
wond e r s though wh ethe r or n ot it mi gh t b e wi se fo r ~us tr~ li a -- or s ome 
other southe r n hemi s p he re nat io n -- to s et u p a s i mila r wa t ch on 
Cent c, urus . 

~e ing o p ti mi s tic , it i s po ss i ~ le tha t in anot he r yea r o r t wo, 
t he s ci enti s ts wi ll a nnou n c e tha t t hey ~~v e p ic ked u~ d ef i n i t e s i g n a l s . 
Wh a t then, I wonder . 

' . c: . Du rke , 
5 Da i n tr e y Cr es ., RBn dwick . 
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. . GI: r;J;;il.LJGY or J AZZ 

Much h a s ~eeil written o f the ori g i ns of jazz - it s evolutio n 
c nd the chc n g es which th e i d io m i s conti n u a lly u nderg oi ng . Su c h e mi n ent 
peo ~ le a s Lord Done ge l, Gera ld Lo sc e ll es , ~ i m ~ o nython and ~ ric Chil d es 
have a ll a t one time or an o t her di s cu ssed t he s u bje ct. De s p ite t his 
f a ct, there s till e Xists in th e p u b li c s' mi nd co ns i de r ab l e co nf usion 
relativ e to th e ge n ealo o y of j azz ~nd it i s l ith t he ho pe o f s ti mul a ting 
further re medi a l e f f ort t ha t t h i s a rticl e i s ~·rit te n. 

Before ~ e cO n si de r th e hi s to ry o f j az z a s suc h it is import a nt 
tha t we should b e aua r e o f the so ciolog i c , p syc h olo g i c an d economic 
p ressure s w ~ich in d uc ed it s b i r t~ ~nd wh ic h , a s t h ey ha ve c hang ed during 
the :Jas t fifty ye a rs, h a ve h 2.. d a '::; ro f ou nd effect Oi.1. th i s :Ja r ticulc"r for m 
of man ' s expression . 

Th e e mc.i.l ci ::;lc, tion o f th e U . . '3 . : e g ro too k a gr ea t stri de for wcrd . 
during t h o l a t e n ine teen th and earl y t we ntieth-century . In its wak e cam e 
ne ~ horizon s a nd n ew res p on s ibili t i e s f or the fl e dge ling citiz e n. h s 
mi g ht ~e ex pe cte d h is a bility to co ] e Ilit h hi s n e w st a tus o f te n wa s 
limited a nd th e Ame ric a n ~ i egro foun d hi mse l f a t a lo ss to und e rst a nd t he 
white ma n ' s cultur e , s ome thing h e wa s no w for ce d to do. ~ e ing a n emot
ional, hi gh l y intelli g ent a n d t a l en t ed be i ng , h e tur n e d , bec a u se o f a 
lac k of for ma l educ a ti o n, t o mus ic, r a ther t h a n a rt, lit e r a tur e or the 
the a tre, f or e x ~ r ess io n of h i s f ee lings . 

Th e fir s t e mana tio n o f hi s n e" l y f oun d. d es ir e f or e xp r es s ion 
was in t he brass ba n ds of th e dee) s out h . : e gro ma rc h i ng band s p l a yed a t 
weddi ngs, funer a l s and p roc ess ion s ; band memb e r s woul d mee t to g e ther f or 
rehe a rsa l s a nd her e th e d e eps e a t ed s e n se o f r h ythm a n d to na l a]] r e ci a tio n 
led to the cr ea tion of " s c a t g rou ]}s ". ,. n e xciti ng s ti mula ting a nd 
s a tisfyin g form of mu s ic was e volv e d. Th e mov emen t o f t h i s mus ic i n to 
the bawdy hou ses , ba r s and gamb li ng hall s o f t he citi es i s we ll kn o wn . 
. ;am es such a s ~ : in g Oliv e r, Je lly l~ oll ,'Corto n , Loui s ~_ rm s tro ng , j;' <" ts 
.Jaller, Si d n e y Beche t, ~ i d Ory Bnd l eg io n o f ot he r s bega n t o e me r ge . Ja zz 
had been born, ~ " e w Orl e o. ns was g i v o n as i t 3 b irt h :) l c. c e. The time was 1 9 12. 

DY ab out 1 9 16 J az z \,'as 111 t he ;! g old el1 e ra " b ut 11I i t h t he clo s ing 
do wn of ilasin s t., t he r ed li gh t a r ea o f : ow Orl eans , j a zz too k a tumb l e , 
the g rou ps s~ lit u ~ a n d s c a ttere d a ll ov e r ~me ric a . The dep re ss ion wh ich 
hit th e worl d in 1 92 1 o n ly made t h i ngs u ors e - j a zz men we re t wo a p e nny, 
many of the m d o wn a n d out . It was a t t h i s ti me ho we v e r t h a t a neN form 
be gan to cre ep into th e i d iomi .)g ul ,!~ i t e r;lc.n, F r a n k i e Tr2,umbu e r, the 
Dorsey Broth e r s a ll sta rt e d b i g bands . L t f ir s t the y , l n y ed i n the 
tra ditiona l styl e b ut i n ~e. York, Lo ndo n a n d 'ari s An d th e ot he r c e ntres 
of th e 1iJ orl d a more so :?h i s tic a t ed st y l e VIC,S n OI.if in e vi den c e . DY 1 930, 
Duk e E lling to n a n d ? r e d ila ring we re d i spe nsi ng s wi ng ; t he b a njO, the 
gUitar, t h e e u p honiuM had d i sa)pe a r e d fro m th e l i n e u p . Yor e ~ rass , 

p a rticula rly the sax a~hone h a d r ep l a ce d t he m. 
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However, the s t ag e w~s being set for c reviva l of the tradit -
iona l form . In Chic~go, ~dd i e Condo ~ was 91 a ying vixie, Fa ts ~E ll e r had 
been to ~ng land whe re he was received ~ ith ~re o t acc l~ i m, Loui s :. r mst rong 
hao. reforme d his be n d .:.nd [,11 round ",me ric o. Di1:i ol C'l1cl J E-.zz \'/2.S once 
ag~in i n vo g ue . It \lC .. s ho wever a hc. p :;> ier j2..ZZ - tho blues, rJhi l st still 
played, ue r e no lo nger the domi~ ating i ~f luence on the s c ene. ? eople 
Re re recoveri ng fr om the effec t s of the deJ r ess ion a~d wanted li gh t 
relief . 

-~T J. rnolll J 

c / - .. ; d i to;:' . 

VL.:, ',I 

The ne~s, o f course, is the oppecr~n ce on our b ookst a lls of the 
U . S . ec:. itio n of Mng . o f Fan t o. sy '~S cience ::'-'ic tion. - l.ud ,1:1 ilo i t mc. y not 
be everyone ' s mea t, ~ ithout a dou b t it l ri n ts s ome of t he mo s t p o nde ra~ le 

(~~d ponderous) stories publi shed . 

T ~1e 'd.ay 1 960 i s lt eal Ol d Home :i ee!{ - s tori es by ~' ritz Leibe r , 
Jo hn Colli er , Gordon It . Dic l: son , Hr thu r .L' orges ::1.110. the u nspea1:u::.ble Jose 
Fa r mer, and feature s by As i mov ~ 11d Damon ~n i gh t. 

it ~10bert . ~l ills ( li10 he? ) has t a ken over from Doucher C1. nd 
UcComas a nd his ~ olicy see ms t o be 3 u s ines s ~ s Usu a l only more s o. While 
F & SF has a l~a y s been noted f or it s non - observa nce of the u su a l SF 
editori a l t ab oos , ~ ouc her and Mc Oomas never c a rried the quest for 
controv e r sy as f a r QS I.; ills , ,d1 0 r!r it es in the ed itori n l ( Gnd I ',:'a r a phrase) 
: nobody li ked :rn r me r ' s rec en t st ory "The 1,11ey 1(,.n" s o t his i ss u e we ' re 
g iving y ou a long nove l et t e by him . 

!>.s for the "controversi D. l vc:, riety" iHl l s seeles: Leibe r l.)UrSUeFl 
his f asc ina tion for drooli ng b l a ck d ogs ; and there is a story ab out a 
barroom a:ld (oh dea r ' ) a philosoph ic a l bc. r mLn . 'I';~e .mer ic an tourist 
gets a g oing ov er a nd a wo rrie d an t hrop ophnge i s introduced. Dic ks on 
g ive s u s a sup e rordina ry m2..n straight out of •. yn n an d and t he Ruu m i s 
resurrected ( the ruu m, you ' ll r ec c:. ll, was feL tur ea. in a n early Fe~S J!' 

series of an imal oddities , wh i ch inclu ded th e Hurkle and those t hings 
that c arn e f ro m tho Voo dv or ~{ Out) . !\.si mov wrings the te a r - ducts with the 
story o f the ~ ng li shr.1:.:1 "i h o s pe nt 15 yea r s ',,'ork ing out the va lu e of ::> i 
t o 707 pl a ces , nd -- hut you c o. n guess nhat happened . 

The Farmer st ory i s inde ed vn r y jol l y and sho uld prove so 
un~o )u la r t hn t we will cert n i n ly se e mor e of h i s stories in this magaz ine . 

.h l s o hi gh ly recomEle nd ed "Life Lmong th e Dang ' i n April ' 6 0 :';'&SF . 
This i s un o. oubtedly the 9-ddest story I ' ve seen in a s:::~ magC'cz l ne ( o.n d I 
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tru s t the jo k e ni ll nev e r b e r epe a ted) . 

Lnd f or Our Inte l lectuc.ls : " The ~U p "~( ::-, ven" in Ln d June ' 60. 

--- -- •... _--_.- --- -

,oyc e ;,ii lli am s, 
.0bo rt s o l1 . ' 02 d , 

Ch e s t e r Ei l l . 
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Just ho w g oo d is your v oc ~ bul~ ry ? 

word s 2.:lCl t he n ch e c l~ y ou r 2, nS I;e r " ~ I th <', g oo ct 
Try it out o u the f ollowins 
d1ctiona r y . ( ·~ o pr1z e s) 

Te r g i ver s::1. t10 ns __ p ogean 

Slec.zy Ode. li sk 

Supere ro g2, tory Symp o s 1D. rc il i 2,1 D 1 ~, c o nc. l 

Sel1 e s c e ~.l c e L,o do.li ty C0:::1 s cr1 be d 

Cessi l e In eluct8.b le I;s ch o. rot1c 

"-el i d 

JULY . 

Sc an si on ~ il l hc. ve ar t1cles by 
H . For d . 
Fred Fr e d ar1c kso n . 
~i2. r r y 1.r nol d 
l: i 1c e DC1. 1 dw 1 n . 

e tc , 

.. - ._ -- . ------- .. - --

'r r .:. n S1!l O ';r1 f ie a t 1 0 i.1 

_ f f l .:. tus 

C 0. 1 e f GC C t ion 

,.' i c a r e s que 

2 rov en c1 ence s 

llumor h i S i t tha t D~v e Coh en , ~ el' kn own bo ok se ll er ::- n d 
co l l e c to r , h a s ~b & n do ned h 1s Thur sd~ y : .1ght t r~~i ng a t the 3 ri dge Club , 
f o r ma ny ye o.:cs n ow, [~ n i n s t 1tut io n i ~\ the , . __ ' . scn 'l e 1n th1 s c1t y . Th e 
u n exp l ~ ine d ab s en c e o f Da ve t or the l~ s t fe ~ Th ursda y s see ms to l end 
3 0me cre de~c e t o ru mour . I f r umou r be true , t his i s a s a d s t a t e of 
a f fc~ i rs , f.nd D <.~ v e ' s he l p ::' u l serv ic es Hill be mi ssed :)y m<:m y. 
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