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Science education is frequently singled out as a priority goal for Australia (Office of the Chief Scientist,
2014). To date, much of the focus has been on formal education (Falk & Needham, 2013), despite the
average person spending less than 5% of their life in formal education (Corin et al., 2017). Public
science events and festivals are increasingly recognised as crucial avenues for facilitating science
engagement, learning, and positive attitudes towards STEM, particularly for low-SES or marginalised
populations (Canovan, 2019; Jensen & Buckley, 2014). However, there has been relatively little focus
in the literature on online public science events and their impacts.

COVID-19 has prevented public gatherings, but a diverse online ecosystem of free-choice learning
avenues, such as online classes, panel discussions, interactive workshops and more, have flourished
during this period. Previous research on online science engagement mostly focuses on social media
and online platforms such as TED talks (McClain, 2017; Scotto di Carlo, 2014). The current situation
provides a new opportunity for online science engagement to expand beyond social media and into the
sphere of online events.

This presentation will focus on the shifting directions of free-choice science learning in the online space.
It will describe how diversifying future online engagement could positively impact how audiences
interact and engage with science online, as well as highlighting some areas for future research.
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